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LIFE OF THE HONORABLE ROBERT BOYLE. 


WITH AN ELEGANT HEAD, 


OBERT Boyle, eminently diftin- 

guifhed as a philofopher and a 
promoter of f{cience, was the feventh 
fon, and the fourteenth child, of Ri- 
chard Earl of Cork, and was born at 
Lifmore, in Ireland, on the 25th of 
February, 1627. When about three 
years old, he had the misfortune to 
lofe his mother; and, while he was 
under the care of a nurfe, by mimick- 
ing fome children of his own age, he 
contra¢ted a habit of ftuttering, which 
he retained all his life-time, though 
every art was tried to cure it. At 
the age of feven, his father fent for 
him home, where, under his own in- 
{pe&tion, he was taught writing, and 
initiated into the principles of the 
French and Latin languages; and, 
when turned of eight, he was fent to 
Eton, to purfue his ftudies under the 
care of Mr. Harrifon, at that time 
matter of the fchool. While he re- 


mained here, he was expofed to feve- 

ral unlucky accidents, si of which 

had nearly proved fatal to his life. 
Vos. Ill. 


The firft, according to the account 
which he has left us of them, was the 
fudden fall of the apartment where he 
lodged, when he was in bed; by 
which, befides the hazard he ran of 
being crufhed to pieces, he would have 
certainly been fuffocated by the duft, 
while he lay under the rubbifh, had he 
not had the prefence of mind to wrap 
up his head in the fheet, which ena- 
bled him to breathe with freedom. 
Soon after this, he had like to have 
been dafhed to pieces by a horfe, which 
reared up fuddenly, and threw him- 
felf backwards; but Mr, Boyle luckily 
difengaged his foot from the ftirrup, 
and jumped from his back before he 
fell. A third accident happened to 
him by the careleffnefs of an apothe- 
cary’s fervant, who by a miftake 
brought him a ftrong vomit inftead of 
cooling phyfic. Thefe circumftances, 
though trifling in themfelves, deferve 
to be mentioned here, becaufe, as he 
committed them to writing at a very 
tender age, they fufficiently thew how 
x capable 
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eapable he was, even in childhood, of 
collecting and preferving fuch faéts as 
appeared to him to be worthy of no- 
tice. 

Having remained at Eton nearly 
four years, his father carried him to 
his own feat at Stalbridge in Dorfet- 
fhire, where he was fome time under 
the tuition of Mr. Douch, the cler- 

yman of the place, and one of the 
arl’s chaplains. 

In the autumn of the year 1638 he 
attended his father to London, where 
his brother, Mr. Francis Boyle, mar- 
ried Mrs. Elizabeth Killigrew; and 
then, towards the month of O&ober, 
within four days after that event, the 
two brothers were fent abroad to tra- 
vel. Having embarked at Rye in 
Suffex, they proceeded to Dieppe 
in Normandy, and thence, through 
Rouen, Paris, and Lyons, to Geneva, 
where his tutor had a family, and 
where he continued his ftudies with- 
out interruption for fome time. On 
quitting Geneva, in 1641, he proceed- 
ed toVenice, and, aftera fhort ftay there, 
went to fpend the winter at Florence, 
where he had an opportunity of ac- 
quiring the Italian language, in which 
he made fuch a rapid progrefs, that he 
90 for a native of that country in 

everal places through which he paf- 
fed in the courfe of his travels. About 
the end of March he fet out from 
Florence for Rome; but, as the heats 
there difagreed with his brother, he 
returned to Florence, and from thence 
proceeded to Leghorn, and then to 
Genoa. Here he made but a fhort 
flay; and, paffing through the coun- 
ty of Nice, crofied the fea to Anti- 
bes, and thence travelled to Marfeilles 
by land. In this city, inthe month of 
May, 1642, he received letters from 
his father with an account of the re- 
bellion which had then broke out in 
Treland.. His Lordfhip at the fame 
time informed him, that he had with 
great difficulty procured one hundred 

ad fifty pounds, which he would re- 
mit to him, to enable him and his bro- 
therto return home. Of this money, 
however, he did not receive a far- 
thing; for the perfon into whofe 
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hands it had been put in London be- 
trayed his truft, fo that thefe two 
young noblemen were reduced to very 

reat diftrefs, until their tutor, Mr. 
Thascomien, fupplied them with as 
much as carried them back to Geneva, 
where they remained for fome time. 
Mr. Boyle here finding himfelf with- 
out further refources from England, 
was obliged to purchafe fome jewels 
on his own credit; and having dif- 
pofed of them with as little lofs as pof- 
fible, he proceeded with his brother 
for England, where they both arrived 
in the year 1644. 

His father having died before his 
return, he retired, in the month of 
March, 1646, to his own eftate at 
Stalbridge, where he applied himfelf 
to his ftudies with as much affiduity 
as he poffibly could ; but he above al] 
endeavoured to procure the acquaint- 
ance of fuch perfons as were at that 
time moft diftinguifhed for their abi- 
lities and learning. We need not, 
therefore, be furprized to find that he 
was one of the firft members of that 
{mall but learned body ftyled by him 
the Invifible, and by themfelves the 
Philcfophical College; which, after the 
Reftoration, was incorporated under 
the title of the Royal Society. It re- 
fleéts no {mall honor on this illuftrious 
philofopher, that, though then a very 
young man, his merit and knowledge 
gained him admittance among perfons 
diftinguifhed both by the acutenefs of 
their underftandings and the extent 
and variety of their — 

In 1652 he went over to Ireland, to 
vifit his eftates in that country; and 
there, we are told, he had the misfor- 
tune to be thrown from his horfe in a 
marihy place, which brought upon 
him a fevere fit of ficknefs. From re- 
land he returned to England in Au- 
guft 1653, but was foon after obliged 
to revifit that kingdom, where he fpent 
his time very uncomfortably, though 
he found much relief in the acquaint- 
ance of Dr. Petty, afterwards Sir 
William Petty, who was his intimate 
friend, and one of the greateft men of 
that age. 

In the fuinmer of 1654, having 

again 
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again returned to England, in pur- 
fuance of a plan which he had formed 
fome time before, he retired to Ox- 
ford, and took lodgings in the houfe 
of Mr. Croffe, an apothecary, both 
on account of his health, and that he 
might have more convenience for 
making experiments. During his re- 
fidence here he invented the air pump, 
which was perfected for him b the 
ingenious Mr. Hook, in 1658 or 
1659; by means of which he was en- 
abled. to difcover and demonftrate fe- 
veral qualities of the air, and from 
thence to lay a foundation for a com- 
plete theory of that fluid. 

Though philofophy, and enquiries 
into nature, engaged great part of his 
attention, they did not prevent him 
from purfuing his critical ftudies, in 
which he was affifted by fome of the 

reateft men that ever flourifhed in 

ritain, particularly Dr. Edward Po- 
cock, Mr. Thomas Hyde, and Mr. 
Samuel Clarke. He lived alfo in 
ftri&t intimacy with Dr. Thomas Bar- 
low, at that time principal keeper of 
the Bodleian Library. He was like- 
wife the patron of the learned Dr. 
John Pell, an eminent mathematician; 
and the celebrated Dr. John Wallis, 
who diftinguifhed himfelf in that as 
well as in other branches of learning, 
did him the honor to dedicate to him 
his excellent treatife on the Cycloid. 
In 1659, being acquainted with the 
circumftances of the learned Dr. Ro- 
bert Sanderfon, afterwards Bifhop of 
Lincoln, he gave him an allowance of 
fifty pounds 4 year; and that great man 
thankfully acknowledged the obliga- 
tions he was under to his generofity 
by dedicating to him his LeStures, 
which were printed at Oxford the 
fame year. 

After the Reftoration, he was treated 
with much refpeét both by the King 
and his two great Minifters, the Lord 
Treafurer Southampton and the Lord 
Chancellor Clarendon, by whom he 
was preiled to enter into holy orders; 
but this, after mature deliberation, he 
thought proper to decline. In the 
above year he publithed two of his 
frit pieces; one of which was his New 
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Experiments touching the Spring of the 
Air, and the other, his Difcourfe on 
Seraphic Love. It appears that, about 
this period, the fame of his abilities 
and learning was known, not only in 
Britain, but even in foreign nations; 
fince the Grand Duke of ‘Tufcany, a 
prince diftinguifhed by his fondnefs 
for fcience, defired Mr.. Southwell, 
then refident at Florence, to acquaint 
Mr. Boyle that he was extremely de- 
firous of carrying on a correfpondence 
with him. In 1661 he publifhed his 
Phyfiological Effays, and other Tra&s; 
and fome time after he favored the 
public with another excellent work, 
entitled, the Sceptical Chemif?: but 
feveral treatifes, mentioned in this and 
the former work, as being in great 
forwardnefs, were afterwards loft, in 
the hurry of removing his effects at 
the time of the great fire. 

In 1662 a grant of the forfeited 
impropriations in the kingdom of Ire- 
land was obtained in Mr. Boyle's name, 
but without his knowledge. This, 
however, did not prevent him from 
interefting himfelf, very warmly, that 
thefe impropriations might be applied 
to the purpofe of promoting true re- 
ligion and learning. He interpofed, 
likewife, in favor of the fociety for 
propagating the gofpel in New Eng- 
land, and was very inftrumental in 
obtaining a decrce in the Court of 
Chancery for reftoring to that corpo- 
ration an eftate which had been inju- 
rioufly re-poffeffed by one Colonel 
Beddingfield, after he had fold it to 
them for a valuable confideration. In 
1663, the Royal Society being incor- 

orated by letters patent from King 
Charles II, Mr. Boyle was appointed 
one of the council; and as he might 
be juftly reckoned among the founders 
of that learned body, fo he continued 
one of its moft ufeful and induftrious 
members during the remainder of his 
life. In the month of June of the 
fame year, he publithed his Co»/dera- 
tions on the Ufefulvefs of Experimental 
Philcfophy, which confitted of differ- 
ent eflays on ufeful and curious fub- 
jects. Thefe pieces, he tells vs, were 


written to feveral perfons, and at dif: 


> 


ferent 
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ferent periods; but, as they had a mu- 
tual relation to each other, which 
made them come very aptly under one 
common title, he took this method of 
fending them abroad, that the world 
in general might receive that fatisfac- 
tion which particular friends had telti- 
fied on the perufal of them. Thefe were 
followed by Experiments and Confider- 
ations upon Colors; to which was added, 
a letter containing Ob/erwations upon a 
Diamond that Shines in the Dark; a 
treatife replete with curious and ufe- 

ul remarks on the doétrine of light 
and colors, then little known, and 
which may be faid to have paved the 
way for the difcoveries of the immor- 
tal Newton on thefe objects of fo much 
importance to fcience. He. likewife 
publifhed, this year, his Con/iderations 
on the Style of the Hely Scriptures. 

In 1664. Mr. Boyle was elected into 
the Company of Royal Mines, and in 
1665 he gave to the public his Occa- 
fronal RefleBions upon feveral Subjeds; 
to which was prefixed, 4 Difcourfe 
concerning the Nature and Ufe of fuch 
Kind of Writings. ‘This piece, which 
had been compofed many years before, 
when the author was a young man, 
expofed him to the only cenfure ever 
paffed upon him, and that from the 
pen of an ingenious and ludicrous 
writer. This was the well known 
Dean Swift; who, to ridicule thefe 
difcourfes, wrote 4 pious Meditation on 
a Broomftick, inthe Style of the Honorable 
Rosext Borre. With this piece 
every reader is acquainted; but it 
may, perhaps, be here proper to re- 
mark, that fromour illuftrious author's 
work Dr. Swift borrowed the firft hint 
of his Gulliver’s Travels. Some of 
thefe occafional thoughts are written 
by way of dialogue; and in that upon 
eating oyflers one of the perfons in- 
troduced fays, ‘* You put me in mind 
“© of a fancy of your friend Mr. Boyle, 
“« who was faying that he had thoughts 
** of making a fhort romantic ftory, 
“¢ where the fcene fhould be laid in 
*¢ fome ifland inthe Southern,Ocean, 
** governed by fome fuch rational 
** Jaws and cuftoms as thofe of Uto- 

* pia, or the New Atalantis; and ip 


‘© that country he would introduce an 
** obferving native, who, upon his 
** return home from his be 8 made 
** in Europe, fhould give an account 
** of ourcountries and manners under 
‘* feigned names, and frequently inti- 
“© mate in his relations, or in his an- 
** fwers to queftions that fhould be 
** made to him, the reafons of his 
‘“* wondering to find our cuftoms fo 
‘* extravagantand differing from thofe 
** of his own country. For your 
‘* friend imagined, that by fuch a 
** way of expofing many of our prac- 
‘€ tices, wefhould ourfelvesbe brought 
‘* unawares to condemn, or perhaps 
“* to laugh at them; and fhould, at 
‘* leaft, ceafe to wonder to find other 
‘* nations think them as extravagant 
«© as we think the manners of the 
«‘ Dutch and Spaniards, as they are 
‘* reprefented in our books of tra- 
“< 7." 

- A fhort time after, he publithed 
Experiments and Obfervations relative 
to an Experimental Hiftory of Cold, with 
fiveral Pieces thereunto annexed. This 
work ‘was juftly admired then, and 
may be truly faid to have been the firft 
work publifhed that gave fpeculative 
men any real infight into the fubjects 
examined in it. 

Mr. Boyle’s reputation, both as 4 
fcholar anda philofopher, now marked 
him out as a prope object of royal 
attention; and his Majefty King Charles 
the Second had foon an opportunity of 
fhewing his efteem and affection to- 
wards him. On the death of Dr. 


‘John Meredith, Provoft of Eton, 


which happened in Auguft 1665, his 
Majefty, without any folicitation, ap- 
pointed Mr. Boyle his fucceffor. This 
undoubtedly was an employment for 
which he was well calculated; but, in 
oppofition to the advice of his friends, 
he abfolutely declined it, becaufe he 
thought the duties of his office might 
interfere with his ftudies, and becaufe 
he was unwilling to enter into holy 
orders, which he confidered as ne- 
ceflary to qualify him for it. 

In this and the following year he 
was employed in examining an affair 
which made a great noife in the world, 


and 
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and which occafioned pretty warm dif- 
Rete among the learned. One Mr, 

alentine Greatraks, an Irifh gentle- 
man, of a good family, and of fome 
fortune, perfuaded himfelf that he 
had the gift of curing difeafes only by 
ftroaking the patient with his hands ; 
and though his wife treated this as a 
fancy, he perfilted in it, and upon 
trial, as 1s faid, performed fome 
things, which in that kingdom ex- 
cited univerfal wonder and furprize. 
Being, upon this, cited to the Bilhop’s 
court, at Lifmore, and not having 
a licence for prattifing phyfic, he 
was forbidden to lay hands on any 
one for the future; but this prohibi- 
tion he did not think proper to obey. 
In January, 1666, the Earl of Or- 
rery invited him to England, in hopes 
that he might be able to cure the Vif- 
countefs Conway, who had been for 
many years afflicted with a moft inve- 
terate head-ache. In confequence of 
this he repaired to her hufband’s feat 
in Warwickfhire, and though he fail- 
ed in his attempt in refpect to that 
lady, yet his. performances in thofe 
paris were fo extraordinary, that Mr. 
Stubbe wrote a treatife on this fabject, 
which he entitled The Miraculous Cor- 
Jarmift, or an Account of feveral mira- 
culous Cures performed by the froaking 
of the Hands of Mr. Valentine Great- 
raks; with a phyfical Difcourfe theres, 
in a Letter to the Honorable Ropert 
Borie, with a Letter relating ta 
Some other of his miraculous Cures, 
attefied by E. Foxcrort, A.M. and 
Fellow of King’s College, Camtridge. 
In the letter to Mr. Boyle, after fome 
account of the perfon who was the 
fubject of this treatife, he afferts, that 
God had beftowed upon Mr. Great- 
raks a peculiar temperament ; and that 
the effluvia proceeding from his body 
being introduced into thofe of others, 
fometimes by violent, at other times by 
gentle friGtion, reftored the debilita- 
ted parts, reinvigorated the blood, 
and drove all heterogeneous ferments 
from them, through the eyes, nofe, 
mouth, hands, and feet of the difeaf 
ed perfon. Mr. Stubbe tranfmitred a 
printed copy of his work to Mr. Boyle; 


fical and €a/s j. 


and the very next day Mr. Boyle 
wrote him a long letter upon the 
fubje&t, in which he thews fo much 
moderation, both with refpec& to the 
evidence of the cures on the one hand, 
and the difficulties attending the infe- 
rences drawn from thofe accounts on 
the other, as gives us reafon to enter- 
tain a very high idea of the author’s 
candor and prudence, as well as of 
his great knowledge and deep pene- 
tration. Very foon after Mr. Great- 
raks’ character was feverely attacked, 
in a pamphlet, by Mr. David Lloyd, 
Reader of the Charter-houfe, which 
obliged him to write a vindication of 
himfelf ; and in the conclufion of it 
he intimated, that he defigned, when 
an opportunity occurred, to anfwer 
all the queries put to him by Mr. 
Boyle. Not long after this he return- 
ed to Ireland ; and though he lived 
there many years, it does not appear® 
that he kept up the reputation of per- 
forming thofe ftrange cures which 
gained him the title of the Srroker, 
and which has procured his name a 
place in fome of our general hiftories, 
In 1666, Mr. Boyle publithed, at 
the requeft of the Royal Society, his 
Hydrofiatical Paradoxes, made out by 
now Exp riments, for the moft part phy- 
‘Thefe experiments had 
been made, at the defire of that learns 
ed body, about two years before. The 
fame year he publithed, alfc, anotherce- 
lebrated treatife, entitled Te Orizix 0 
Forms and Qualities, according to Corp /~ 
cular Philofophy, illuftrated by Experi» 
ments; a treatife which did him the 
greateft honor,asit was anevident proof 
of the depth of his judgement, and of 
his indefatigable exertions in fearch- 
ing after truth, It is to be obferved 
likewife, that, both in this and the 
former year, he communicated to his 
friend Mr. Oldenburgh feveral curi- 
ous and excellent fhort treatifes of his 
own, upon a variety of fubjeéts, and 
others tranfmitted to him by learned 
friends, which are ftill preferved in 
the TranfaGtions of the Royal Seciety. 
Abcut this period he refolved to fet- 
tle, for life, in London, and for that 
purpofe removed to the houfe of Lady 
Ranelagh, 
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Ranelagh, his fifter, in Pall-mall, 
much to the benefit of the learned in 
eee and particularly of the Royal 
society, who received from him eve- 
ry fupport and affiftance. 

In 1669 he publifhed his Continua- 
tion of New Experiments, touching the 
Spring and Weight of the Air; to which 
was added, 4 Difcourfe of the Atmy/- 
pheres of confiftent Bodies: and in the 

ame year he revifed, and made many 

additions to feveral of his former 
traéts, fome of which were now 
tranflated into Latin, to gratify the 
curious abroad, with whom Mr. 
Boyle ftood in as high reputation as 
with all the lovers of learning at 
home. In the fucceeding year he pub- 
lithed a work, entitled, Of the Co/- 
mical Qualities of Things, which occa- 
fioned much fpeculation, as it feemed 
to contain a vaft treafury of knowledge 
never before communicated to the 
world, and this grounded upon actual 
experiments, and inferences juftly 
drawn from them. About this time 
Dr. Peter de Moulin, the fon of the 
famous French divine of the fame 
name, who had travelled with his ne- 
phews, dedicated to him his collec- 
tion of Latin poems. But, in the 
midft of his ftudies, and other ufeful 
employments, he was attacked by a 
paralytical diftemper, of which, though 
not without great difficulty, he got 
the better, by adhering ftri€lly toa 
proper regimen. 

In 1671 he publifhed Confiderations 
on the Ufefuluc/s of Experimental Philo- 
Sophy, the fecond part ; as alfo 4 Co/- 
lection of Tra&s, upon feveral ufeful and 
important Points of Practical Philofophy ; 
both of which works were favorably 
received by the learned. 

In 1672 appeared his Fffay on the 
Origin and Virtue of Gems, which 
not only threw a great deal of addi- 
tionai light upon a very dark and in- 
tricate fabjett, but alfo pointed out 
the only certain method of ne 
a perfect knowledge of the nature an 


properties of all kinds of precious 


ftones. He publifhed alfo, the fame 
year, another Colleétion of Tracts, 
touching the Relation between Flame 
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and Air, and feveral other curions and 
ufeful fubjects ; befides furnifhing, ip 
this and the former year, a great num- 
ber of fhort differtations upon various 
topics, addreffed to the Royal Society, 
and inferted in their Tranfa¢tions. 

In 1674. Mr. Boyle publifhed a Col- 
le&tion of Traéts, on the Saltnefs of the 
Sea, the Moifture of the Air, and the 
natural and preternatural State of Bo- 
dies ; to which he prefixed a Dialogue 
concerning Cold. In the fame year 
he fent abroad a piece, which had 
been written ten years before, enti- 
tled, The Excellency of Theology 
compared with Natural Philofophy, 
in an Epiftolary Difcourfe to a Friend. 
This treatife, in which are contained 
a multitude of curious and ufeful, as 
well as juft and natural obfervations, 
was written in the time of the great 
plague, when the author was forced to 
go from place to place in the country, 
and had little or no opportunity of 
confulting his books. He communi- 
cated to the world the fame year, alfo, 
another Colleétion of 'Traéts, compre- 
hending fome hints about the hidden 
qualities of the air; animadverfions 
upon Mr. Hobbes’ problem concern- 
ing a vacuum; and a difcourfe on the 
caufe of attraction by fuction; in 
which pieces, befides an account of 
feveral new difcoveries, many old er- 
rors and groundlefs notions are refut- 
ed and exploded. 

In 1675 he printed fome Confidera- 
tions about the reconcileablenefs of 
Reafon and Religion ; with a difcourfe 
annexed, onthe Poffibility of the Re- 
furre€tion ; but though both thefe were 
his own produétions,he avowed only the 
latter, and marked the former with 
the final letters of hisname. Amongft 
other pieces which he this year com-, 
municated to the Royal Society, there 
were two papers connetted into one 
memoir; one of which was entitled, 
An Experimental Difcourfe of Quick- 
filver growing hot with Gold; and 
the other related to the fame fubject. 
Both thefe contain difcoveries wor- 
thy of fo great a man, and facts 
which are extremely curious. 

In 1676 our philofopher eens 
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his Experiments and Notes concerning 
the mechanical Origin of particular 
Qualities, by feveral difcourfes on a 
great variety of fubje¢ts; and amongft 
others, he treats very largely, and 
with his ufual accuracy, upon Elec- 
tricity. 

Having been for many years a Di- 
rector of the Eaft India Company, he 
had been very ufeful to this great body, 
particularly in procuring their charter ; 
and the only return he expetted for 
his labor and fervices in this refpect, 
was, that the Company would come 
to fome refolution in favor of the 
propagation of the Gofpel in India, by 
means of their extenfive and flourifh- 
ing factories in that part of the world. 
Asa proof of his ardent defire for fee- 
ing this fcheme carried into execution, 
and of his readinefs in contributing 
towards it, as far as lay in his power, 
he caufed five hundred copies of the 
Gofpels and Aéts of the Apoftles, in 
the Mikysn tongue, to be printed at 


Oxford, and fent abroad, at his own 
expence, as appears by the dedication 
soe to that tranflation by his 


earned friend Dr. Thomas Hyde. 
The fame year a mifcellaneous collec- 
tion of his works, in Latin, appeared 
at Geneva, but without his knowledge; 
a large account of which may be feen 
in the Philofophical Tranfactions. 

In 1678 he communicated to Mr. 
Hook, a fhort Memorial of fome ob- 
fervations made upon an artificial fub- 
ftance that fhone without any preced- 
ing illuftration, which that gentleman 
thought fit to make public; and in the 
fame year he publifhed his hiftorical 
Acccunt of a Degradation of Gold, 
made by an Anti-Elixir: this made 
a very great noife both at home and 
abroad, and is looked upon as one of 
the moft remarkable pieces that ever 
came from his pen. 

In the year 1680 he fent into the 
world certain tra¢ts, under the title 
of The Aerial Noétiluca, and a pro- 
cefs of a fattitious felf-fhining fub- 
ftance: befides which, he publifhed 
fome {mall difcourfes upon different 
fubje&ts. Upon the thirtieth of No- 


vember, in this year, the Royal co- 


ciety, from a juft fenfe of his great 
worth, and of the conftant and emi- 
nent fervices which for a feries of 
years he had rendered them, eleéted 
him to be their Prefident; but, on 
account of fome particular tendernefs 
with regard to oaths, he declined 
the intended honor, by a letter ad- 
dreffed to Profeffor Hook, of Grefham 
College. In the courfe of this year 
he contributed liberally towards pub- 
lifhing Dr. Burnet’s Hiftory of the 
Reformation; and in the year follow- 
ing he fent abroad his Difcourfe of 
Things above Reafon. He was en-« 
gaged likewife, about this period, in 
endeavouring to promote the preach- 
ing of the Gofpel amongft the Indians 
bordering upon New England. 

In 1682 appeared his New Expe- 
riments and Obfervations upon the 
Icy Noétiluca ; to which was added, 
a Chymical Paradox, making it pros 
bable that their principles were tranf- 
mutable, fo that out of one of them 
others might be produced. The fame 
year he communicated to the public 
the fecond part of his continuation of 
New Experiments, touching the Spring 
and Weight of the Air; and a large 
Appendix, containing feveral other 
difcourfes, 

In 1683 he publifhed nothing, as 
far as appears, except a fhort letter to 
the Rev. Dr. John Beale, refpeCting 
the method of making falt water freth, 
which was laid before the public, at 
the requetit of the patentees, who were 
embarked in Mr. Vitzgerald’s project 
for that purpofe. 

In the fucceeding year, 1684, he 
printed two very confiderable works; 
the firft of which was, his Memoirs for 
the natural Hiftory of theHumanBlood; 
and the fecond, Experiments and Con- 
fiderations concerning the Porofity of 
Bodies, divided into two parts, one 
relating to animals, and the other to 
folid bodies. 

In 1685 he obliged the world with 
his Short Memoirs for the Natural 
Experimental Hiftory of Mineral 
Waters, with directions re{pe€ting the 
feveral methods of trying them; in- 
cluding abundance of new and ufeful 

remarks, 
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remarks, as well as feveral curious 
experiments. He publifhed alfo, in 
the fame year, another work, entitled 
An Effay on the great Effects of lan- 
guid and unheeded Motion; with an 
Appendix, containing an Experimen- 
tal Difcourfe of fome hitherto little 
regarded Caufes of the Infalubrity and 
Salubrity of the Air, and its Effects. 
This was followed by a Differtation 
on the Reconcileablenefs of Spe- 
cific Medicines to the Corpufcular 
Philofophy; to which he joined a 
Difcourfe on the Advantages attend- 
ing the Ufe of Simple Medicines. To 
thefe he added a molt excellent Theo- 
logical Difcourfe of the high Venera- 
. tion Man’s Intelleét owes to God, 
particularly for his Wifdom and Power, 
being a part of a much larger work, 
which he announced to the world, to 
prevent any exception from being 
taken at the abrupt manner of its be- 
inning. — 

About the commencement of the 
fucceeding year, 1686, came abroad 
his Free cone into the vulgar re- 
ceived Notion of Nature; one of the 
moft important and ufeful pieces that 
he ever produced, and one which will 
always ™ efteemed and admired by 
thofe who have a fincere regard for 
religion, and for found philofophy. 

In 1687 a work, which he had 
drawn up in his youth, entitled’ The 
Martyrdom of Theodora and Dydi- 
mia, came from the prefs to the hands 
of the public, and in 1688 he obliged 
the learned with a moft curious and 
ufeful treatife, called A Difquifition 
into the final Caufes of Natural 
Things; and whether, if at all, with 
what caution a Naturalift fhould admit 
them; to which was added an Appen- 
dix on vitiated Sight. 

Notwithftanding all his care and 
attention, Mr. Boyle now began to 
find his health fenfibly decline, and 
his ftrength decay, which induced 
him to a every poflible method of 
hufbanding his time, for the benefit 
of the literary worki, and of fcience. 
From this view, he no longer com- 
municated particular difcourfes or 
new difcoveries to the Royal Society, 
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becaufe this could not be done with- 
out withdrawing his attention from 
other engagements, which he thought 
of ftill greater importance. He re- 
figned alfo his office of Governor of 
the Corporation for propagating the 
Gofpel in New England ; and even 
went fo far as to fignify to the world, 
that he could no longer receive vifits 
as ufual. Thefe refolutions he form- 
ed, that he might have leifure to put 
his papers in order, to fupply the 
blanks he had left in many of his trea- 
tifes, and to repair fome deficiencies 
in others, which had been occafioned 
by corrofive liquors falling on them ; 
for as he had been ufeful to the public 
during the whole courfe of his life, 
he was defirous that the vaft colleétion 
which he was about to leave behind 
him might prove ferviceable after his 
death. 

In 1690 he publifhed his Medicina 
Hydroftatica, ot Hydroftatics applied to 
the Materia Medica; fhewing by the 
weight which divers bodies ufed in phy- 
fic have in water, how one may difco- 
ver whether they be genuine or adul- 
terated; to which was fubjoined, a 
previous Hydroftatical way of efti- 
mating Ores. He informs us, in the 
poftfcript to this treatife, that he had 
prepared materials fufficient for a fe- 
cond volume, which ho promifed, 
but it never appeared. He publithed, 
however, this year, another moft ex- 
cellent work, called ‘The Chriftian 
Virtuofo; fhewing, that by being 
addicted to Experimental Philofophy, 
a manis rather affifted than indifpofed 
to be a good Chriftian. In the ad- 
vertifement prefixed to this work, he 
mentions a ie part which he had 
begun, and which 1s a¢tually publifh- 
ed in his works, that is to fay, im 
perfect as he left it, with an Appen- 
dix to the firft part. About this. 
time he communicated to Mr. De la 
Crofe, an ingenious gentleman, who 
publithed a periodical work called The 
Hiftory of Lanting, An Account of 
fome obfervations made in the great 
Congregation of waters, by —— 
bottles ions into the fea fix hundre 
feet deep from the furface. This ex- 
periment 


















































Ns 








periment was made on the fecond of 
January, 1678, by a Captain of a 
man of war, in the prefence of a 
great many people, and was, in the 
opinion of Mr. Boyle; a thing of too 
great value to be loft, fo that he took 
this method of preferving it. ° 

In the fpring of the year 1691 ap- 
peared the laft of his works publifhed 
in his life time, entitled Experimenta 
et Objervationes Phyfice, in which are 
briefly treated feveral fubjects re- 
lating to Natural Philofophy, in an 
experimental way: to which was ad- 
ded a {mall colleétion of flrange re- 
ports. 

About the commencement of the 
fummer of the above year, Mr. Boyle 
began to feel fuch an alteration in his 
health, as induced him to think of 
fettling his affairs; and accordingly, 
on the 18th of July, he figned and 
fealed his laft will, to which he after- 
wards added feveral codicils. In the 
month of Oétober following his dif- 
orders increafed, owing, perhaps, to 
his tender concern for the tedious ill- 
nefs of his fifter, Lady Ranelagh, 
who expired on the 23d of Decem- 
ber. Mr. Boyle did not furvive this 
event above a week; for, on the 
laft day of the year 1691, at three 
quarters paft twelve at night, he de- 
parted this life, in the fixty-fifth year 
of his age, and was buried on the 
feventh of January following, at the 
upper-end of the fouth fide of the 
chancel of St. Martin’s in the Fields, 
near the body of his fifter. His fu- 
neral was plain, and as much without 
pomp as it was poffible, confidering 
the number of perfons of diftin@ion 
who attended it. His funeral fermon 
was preached by Dr. Gilbert Burnet, 
Bithop of Sarum; and there are many 


. who think his performance on this 


occafion the beft he ever publithed. 

As to the perfon of this great man, 
we are told, that he was tall and flen- 
der, and that his countenance appear- 
ed pale and emaciated. His contti- 
tution was fo tender and delicate, that 
when he went abroad, he had various 
kinds of cloaks to put on, according 
to the temperature of the air, and in 
Vor. IIL. 


Life of the Honorable Robert Boyle, 


expreflion of Bifhop Burnet, ** it was 
“* evident that the light went out 
‘** merely for want of oil to maintain 
** the flame.” 
diet, in all appearance, preferved 
him in life fo long beyond men’s ex- 
pectations, and in this he was fo re- 
gular, that, in the courfe of above 
thirty years, he neither eat nor drank 
to gratify the varieties of appetite, 
but merely to fupport nature. On 
his firft accofting one, when he was 
about to fpeak, or return an anfwer, 
he ftammered a little, or repeated 
the fame word; but after the firft 
effort, he proceeded without the leaft 
interruption in his difcourfe, though 
in a flow and deliberate manner. He 
was never married, but we are told 
that he courted the beautiful and in- 


_ daughter of Cary, Earl of 


gave rife to his work called Seraphic 
Love. 
from his writings, that he ever en- 
tertained any thoughts of this kind. 


bufinefs of his life, from the two no- 
bleft motives that can a@tuate man—a 
defire of doing good to others, and 
of manifefting the goodnefs of the 
Divine Being, the Univerfal Parent 
of All; yet, full of thefe ferious and 
fublime intentions, he not only con- 
defcended to behave in all the com- 
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this he was direéted by his thermome- 
ter. He never had the fmall pox; 
and, for almoft forty years, he la- 
bored under fuch a feeblenefs of bo- 
dy, and fuch lownefs of fpirits, that 
it appears aftonifhing how he could 
read, write, and make experiments 
in the manner he did. He was like- 
wife much troubled with a weaknefs 
in his eyes, which made him very 
careful of them, and he was always 
apprehenfive of being attacked by 
thofe diftempers which generally af- 
fect thefe tender organs. His fight, 
however, did not begin to grow dim 
till within four hours of his laft mo- 
ment, and when death came upon 
him, he was not above three hours 
in bed before he expired, and with 
fo little pain, that, according to the 


The fimplicity of his 


onmouth, and that this paflion 


It does not, however, appear 


This great man made philofophy the 
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mon offices of life like other men, but 
even with a peculiar civility, which 
he fhewed efpecially to foreigners, 
by whom he was often vifited, and 
who never went away from him but 
with full fatisfa@tion. His temper 
was naturally hafty; but he correéted 
this fo early in youth, that, except 
fometimes in his countenance, the 
leaft traces of it never afterwards ap- 
peared. The extenfivenefs of his 
knowledge was furpafied only by his 
modefty. He had the jufteft concep- 
tion of truth that the human mind 
ean frame; and fo cautious was he in 
examining and reporting, as to avoid, 
except in a few things, the leaft im- 
putation of credulity. In a word, 
confidered in every light, asa man, a 
philofopher, and a Chriftian, he came 
as near perfection as the defects of hu- 
man nature would allow; and, though 
he never fought after it, the moit uni- 
verfal praife was beftowed upon his la- 
bours while living, and the highett 
refpeét hath always attended his me- 
mory. Every writer almoft, who 
fpeaks of this philofopher, does it in 
terms of the higheit applaufe, and 
takes pleafure in ranking him with a 
Bacon and a Newton. Mr. Granger 
fays, ** Robert Boyle, who was born 
«* the fame year in which Lord Bacon 
died, feems to have inherited the 
penetrating and ingquifitive genius 
of that illuitrious philofopher. We 
are at a lofs which to admire mott, 
his extenfive knowledge, orhis exalt- 
ed piety. Thefe excellencies kept 
pace with each other; but the former 
never carried him to vanity, nor 
the latter to enthufiafm. He was 
himfelf the Chriftian virtuofowhom 
he has defcribed. Religion never 
fat more eafy upon a man, nor ad- 
ded greater dignity to a character. 
He oe applied himfelf to 
chemiftry, and made fuch difco- 
veries in that branch of fcience, as 
can fearcely be credited on lefs au- 
thority than his own. His doc- 


és 
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** trine of the weight and fpring of 
‘* the air, a fluid on which our health 
and our very being depend, gained 
“* him all the reputation he deferved. 
‘* He founded the theological le¢tures 
which bear his name.” ‘The cele- 
brated Dr. Prieftley, than whom none 
can be a better judge of the merits of 
a man whofe purfuits werefo congenial 
with his own, alfo fays, “ The firft 
** Englifh philofopher between the 
time of Defcartes and Newton was 
Mr. Boyle, and his is a name that 
muft be mentioned, with honor in 
** the hiftory of almoft every branch 
of experimental philofophy. He 
was a gentleman equally diftin- 
guifhed for his regard to religion 
and fcience, and was happy in cir- 
cumftances that enabled him to {pare 
no expence in purfuing his refearches 
into nature, to every part of which 
he extended his enquiries by nu- 
merous, well-conduéted, and gene- 
rally fuccefsful experiments; and 
he has recorded his difcoveries with 
the greateft perfpicuity and mo- 
defiy.” * 
Mr. Boyle’s pofthumous workswere, 
A general Hiftory of the Air defigned 
and begun. Medicinal Experiments; 
or a choice Collection of Remedies, 
for the moft part fimple, and eafily 
prepared, General Heads for the 
Natural Hiftory of a Country, great 
or {mall, drawn out for the Ufe of 
Travellers and Navigators. A Paper 
depofited with the Secretaries of the 
Royal Society, and opened after his 
Death, being an Account of his mak- 
ing Phofphorus, &c. An Account of 
a Way of examining Waters, as to 
Frefhnefs or Saltnefs. A free Dif- 
courfe againft cuftomary Swearing, 
and a Difluafive from Curfing. And, 
laftly, Medicinal Experiments; or a 
ColieGtion of choice Remedies, chiefly 
fimple, and cafily prepared; ufeful in 
‘Families, and fit for the Service of 
the Country People. ‘The Third and 
lak Volume. 
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* As a natural philofopher, Mr. Boyle did not aim at eftablifhing any particular 
fyflem ; he was content to tread in the fteps of Lord Bacon. 





On 























{ 171 ] 





On rue Necessiry of ERECTING CONDUCTORS on POWDER-MA- 
GAZINES, anp on THE Dancer OF RINGING BELLS, AND TAKING 
SHELTER UNDER TREES, DURING A THUNDER-STORM. 


BY THE ABBE BERTHOLON. 


Wa we refleét upon the 


certain and incontrovertible 
proofs which have eftablifhed the effi- 
cacy of electric conductors, we fhall 
not be furprized at the great number 
of them which have been ereéted in 
different parts of Europe. Many fo- 
vereigns, dreading, and with great rea- 
fon, the terrible and fatal effeéts which 
may be produced by powder-maga- 
zines being ftruck with lightning, 
have ordered them to be guarded from 
thefe difafters by means of conduétors. 
The Grand Duke of Tufcany has ad- 
ded them to all his powder-magazines, 
as well as the King of Pruilia, the 
Emperor, the King of Denmark, and 
the Eleétor Palatine; there are fome 
of them alfo at the magazines belong- 
ingto Venice, to Lucca, to Juliers, 
to Berne, &c. 

To prove how neceflary it is to 
raife conductors upon powder-maga- 
zines, it will be fufficient to thew, how 
terrible in its confequences lightning 
is, when it falls upon thofe edifices 
which contain large quantities of mat- 
ter proper for detonation. In the 
year 1769 the lightning fet fire to a 
»owder-magazine at Brefcia, in Italy, 
in which there were nearly nine hun- 
dred tons of gunpowder deftined for 
Venice. ‘This terrible event almott 
entirely ruined that large and beauti- 
ful city. A fixth part of the houfes 
were thrown down by the violence of 
the explofion, and the reft were fo 
much fhattered, that they threatened 
deftruétion by their fall to thofe who 
inhabited them. Three thoufand per- 
fons perifhed by this cataftrophe. A 
tower of cut ftone, built over the 
vault which contained this powder, 
was carried whole into the air, and 
its different parts fell like a fhower of 
ftones, aids deftroyed a great num- 
ber of churches, hotels, and private 


houfes. By this explofion large cut 
ftones were carried to the diftance of 
eight miles, anda cannon, of the largeft 
bore, was conveyed to the diftance of 
a mile and a half. ‘The damage oc- 
cafioned by this accident was valued 
at more than two millions of du- 
cats. 

On the 18th of Auguft, 1783, dur- 
ing a great ftorm, the powder maga- 
zines at Malaga were ftruck by light- 
ning, and the fire communicated to 
the gunpowder which they contained. 
Great part of the edifice was thrown 
down, and the whole city, perhaps, 
would have been entirely deftroyed, 
had it not folicited and obtained, 
two years before, that thefe maga- 
zines, which generally contained fix 
thoufand quintals of powder, fhould 
be removed to a place a league dif- 
tant. 

On the 4th of May, 1785, adread- 
ful ftorm happened at the city of 
Tangiers, during which the lightning 
fell upon the powder-magazine, and 
fetit onfire. ‘This edifice was blown 
up with a dreadful explofion, and the 
greater part of the ne’ghbouring houfes 
were thrown down, ‘The fhock was 
fo violent, that the whole city was 
fhaken, and the doors and windows of 
the honfes entirely broken. Luckily 
great part of the powder depofited in 
this magazine had been taken out a 
few days before, in order to be tranf- 
ported to Conftantinople, and there 
remained only an hundred and twenty 
quintals. Had not this been the cafe, 
the whole city would have been re- 
duced to a heap of ruins. 

‘There are no means of preventing 
fuch events, which may take place 
every year, but by removing powder- 
magazines to a properdiftance. It will 
alfo be neceflary to ereé&t condnétors 
on them, for the thickeit archesare not 

Y2 fufficient 
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fufficient to fecure them from the pe- 
netrating power of lightning. 

It may not be here improper to take 
notice of a deftructive practice which 
prevails in fome places of ringing bells 
on the approach of a ftorm, notwith- 
ftanding the fatal effeéts which are of- 
ten produced by it. 

A faét, fufficient to convince us of 
the danger of this cuftom, may be 
found in the Hiftory of the Academy 
of Sciences for 1719; where we are 
told, that in the ftorm which hap- 
pened in Low Brittany, in the night be- 
tweenthe 14th and the 15th of April, 
1718, which was attended with con- 
tinued lightning, and moft dteadful 
thunder, twenty-four ehurches, fitu- 
ated near one another, the bells of 
which were rung, were all ftruck 
by the lightning; while fome others, 
equally near, the bells of which were 
not rung, fuitained nokind of damage. 

A German philofopher has calcu- 
lated that, in the fpace of thirty-three 
years, three hundred and eighty-fix 
fteeples were ftruck by lightning, 
which deprived one hundred and three 
imprudent ringers of their lives. From 
obfervations of the fame kind, which 
I have colle&ted, it refults that there is 
no province of France in which fome 
people are not killed every year by 
lightning, while ringing bells. How 
much, therefore, it is to be wifhed, 
that we would imitate the conduct of 
feveral prelates, who have forbid, in 
their diocefes, bells to be rung during 
ftorms; and that of feveral courts of 
magiftracy, who have decreed certain 
penalties againft thofe who attempt 
fuch a dangerous practice, 


MONG all the cuftoms which 
prevailed formerly in the French 
monarchy, none, perhaps, is more 
fingular, or lefs elucidated by hifto- 


* The Eleéor Palatine. 


Oy tHe ancient TRIALS sy FIRE axon WATER, 


BY MR. DUCLOst. 


It will be here’ fufficient to quote 
the prudent order of the Bailiwick 
of Langres, confirmed by an arret of 
parliament of May the zrft, 1784. 
Some fovercigns have already given 
this example. I fhall mention one, to 
whom the fciences are already greatly 
indebted for eftablifhments highly ufe- 
ful to meteorology in particular. A 
celebrated philofopher, the Abbé 
Hemmer, in a letter dated November 
the ift, 1782, fays, ‘* Our immortal 
** Sovereign, Charles Theodore*, the 
** philofopher, has at length publifhed 
‘* two very important edicts through- 
** ont his duchies. Firft, not to ring 
“* bells during the time of a ftorm, 
** but .to be contented with fome 
** other fignal. Secondly, to fecure 
“by conduétors all the churches 
** of his territories, both in town 
‘«* and country, without making any 
*¢ diftinétion on account of reli- 
*¢ gion.” 

t is alfo very imprudent to retire 
under trees in the time of a ftorm. 
A thonfand accidents have already 
proved how pernicious this practice is, 
We fhall only mention one. Some 
yearsago, two fhepherd boys took fhel- 
ter, during a violent ftorm, under an 
oak which ftood alone, in the middle 
of a field, near a village not far from 
Chambery. They ftood both with 
their backs againit the tree, and the 
lightning having fallen upon it, the 
one who was neareft the tree was kil- 
led, and the other was wounded, in 
different parts, throughout the whole 
length off the fpine, from the neck 
to the commencement of the hip. 
bone. 


rians, than thofe proofs which were em- 
ployed to corroborate oaths in doubt- 
ful cafes, whether civil or criminal, 


The authors who {peak of thefe proofs, 


+ Ex raGed froma memoir written by that gentleman, 
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relate fimply unconnected, and often 
contradi¢tory facts, which are more 
calculated to give rife to doubts, than 
to refolve them. I fhall therefore en- 
deavour to clear up this point; and, 
for the fake of order, I fhall firft give 
afummary account of the ceremonies 
practifed at thefe proofs, and after- 
wards examine what opinion we ought 
to form of them. 

When the Romans fubdued Gaul, 
they found the people in a ftate of 
barbarity, and confequently not fufl- 
ciently corrupted to have a multi- 
plicity of laws, which in number 
keep pace always with crimes; but as 
thefe conquerors were defirous that 
their empire might form only one 
large body, governed by the fame 
fpirit, they carried their laws every 
where along with their conquetts : 
they fubjected the Gauls to them; and 
it was perhaps from thefe laws that the 
Jatter acquired the firft knowledge of 
crimes, or at leaft of premeditated 
crimes. Befides, thefe barbarians, 
ftruck with admiration for the Ro- 
mans, copied them as models: they 
endeavoured to become civilized; 
and the firit ftep towards civilization 
is too often deftructive to innocence, 
They affected the luxury of their con- 
querors; they no longer thought of 
fhaking off the yoke; and they be- 
came civilized at the expence of their 
liberty. Gaul, therefore, at the time 
when the Franks took p»fleffion of it, 
had entirely adopted the manners of 
the Romans, , 

Thé Franks, like the ancient Gauls, 
confined their laws to thofe cuftoms 
which they had received from their 
anceftors. To judge of their man- 
ners, it will be fufficient for us to catt 
our eyes on the codes of their ancient 
laws. All the cafes forefeen, or men- 
tioned in detail, are only thofe of rob- 
bery, quarrels, and injuries which may 
arife from violence, 

The firft Kings of France, by pre- 


 ferving their ufages, fuffered the Gauls 


and the Romans, who formed then 
only gne people, to live according to 
the laws ofthe Romans. ‘The mixture 
of thefe people made the conquerors, 
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however, infenfibly borrow laws from 
the conquered ; and the latter adopt- 
ing feveral of the ufages of the con- 
querors, there were foine which were 
abfolutely common, fuch as_thofe 
comprehended under the general name 
of Lhe Fudgments of God. 

The Franks, in their trials, even af- 
ter they were acquainted wich the ufe 
of writing, made more ufe of witnefles 
than of written documents; but whether 
the number of witnefles was not fuffi- 
cient, or that their teflimony was not 
thoroughly clear, matters appeared 
often tobevery doubtful. Upon thefe 
occafions, therefore, they had re- 
courfe to oaths and proofs, of which 
there were feveral kinds; but they 
were all included under three heads, 
viz. the oath, the duel, and the ordeal, 
or proof by the elements. 

The cath, which was called alfo ca- 
nonical purgation, was adminiftered 
with various forms. ‘The accufed 
fometimes took a bunch of ears of 
corn in his hand, and threw them 
into the air, calling Heaven to wit- 
nefs that he was innocent. Some- 
times, with a lance in his hand, he 
declared that he was ready to main- 
tain by arms what he had advanced 
upon oath. But the moft common 
ufage, and that which fubfifted after- 
wards, was to {wear upon a tomb, 
upon holy relics, an altar, or on the 
four evangeliits. 

When a heavy accufation was made, 
fupported by feveral witneffes, but 
fewer than what the law required, a 
ftronger or fainter prefumption could 
only be formed, according to the 
number of the witneffes. This cafe 
was the more frequent, as the law ree 
guired many witnefles to convitt a pete 
fon accufed. Seventy-two were ne- 
ceffary again? a bifhop, forty again 
aprieft, and more, or fewer, «gainft a 
layman, according to his quality, and 
the weight of the accufation. When 
thisnumber was not complete, the ac- 
cufed could not be condemned, but 
he was obliged to prefent feveral pers 
fons, or the judge appointed them at 
pleafure, and fixed the number ac- 
cording to that of the acculer’s, but 
generally 
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generally at twelve. Thefe witneffes 
attefted the innocence of the accufed, 
or, what is more probable, certified 
that they believed him incapable of 
committing the crime laid to his 
charge; and by this formed a pre- 
fumption in his favor, fufficient to 
deftroy, or to balance, the accufation 
brought againft him. Hiftory fur- 
nifhes us with a very fingular inftance 
of an oath of this kind. 

Gontram, King of Burgundy, re- 
fufing to acknowledge Clotaire II. as 
the fon of Chilperic, his brother, Fre- 
degonde, the mother of Clotaire, not 


* only fwore that her fon was legitimate, 


but made three bifhops, and three hun- 
dred other witnefles, fwear the fame 
thing. Gontram, therefore, no longer 
hefitated to acknowledge Clotaire for 
his nephew. If he ftill entertained 
doubts, he was not very nice refpedt- 
ing proofs. 

Some laws required that, when a 
woman was accufed of adultery, the 
fhould procure witneffes, to fwear, of 
her own fex. Was this favor or fe- 
verity on the part of the law? 

It is certain that this law of oaths 
was held in great veneration among 
thefe people. They could fearcely 
allow themfelves to fuppofe that one 
would dare to perjure himfelf; but, 
while we praife this fentiment, we 
are aftonifhed to think what mean 
and ridiculous pra¢tices they employed 
to elude, as they thought, the effect 
of it. 

King Robert*, defirous of requiring 
an oath from his fubjects, and fearing 
to expofe them to the punifhment of 
perjury, made them {wear on a coffin 
without relicks; as if the teftimony 
ef the confcience were not a real oath, 
while the reft is only mere form. 

Notwithflanding the oath of the 
accufed, the accufer fometimes per- 
fifted in his accufation: in fuch a cafe. 
the latter, as a proof of his having 
{poke truth, and the former, as a proof 
of his innocence, requefted leave to de- 
termine the affair by combat. It was 


neceflary that this fhovld be aus 
thorifed by a fentence of the judge ; 
and if he determined that a pledge 
fhould be offered, the accufed threw 
down a pledge, which was generally 
aglove. ‘This pledge was taken up 
by the accufed, or the accufer, by 
the permiflion of the judge; after 
which, the combatants were kept pri- 
foners, or put into the hands of people 
who were wher for their appearance. 
When the pledges were received, the 
parties could not make up matters 
without the confent of the judge; and 
this could not be obtained without 
reat difficulty, and only after pay- 
ing a certain fine, which the lord had 
a right to claim from the eftate or ef- 
fects of the party vanquifhed. If one 
of them fled before the combat, he 
was declared infamous, and con- 
demned, as guilty of a crime. 

The judge fixed the day, the place, 
and the duration of the combat; he 
regulated and infpected their arms 3 
made the combatants undrefs, to fee 
that neither of them ufed any fraud 
or charm, for they believed alfo in 
charms; and he sleced them in fuch 
a fituation, that each might have the 
fame advantage, with regard to the 
fun and the nature of the ground. 

Before they entered the lifts, pledges 
were depofited before the judge, asa 
fecurity for the fine of the party who 
fhould be vanquifhed ; their arms re- 
ceived a benediftion, the forms of 
which ftill remain ; and the combat- 
ants, after giving each the lie feveral 
times, proceeded to blows. If the 
time allowed for the combat was ex- 
pired, or if it continued till night 
with equal fuccefs, the accufed was 
confidered as the conqueror, and the 
punifhment of the accufer was that 
appointed for the crime in queftion. 

The proof by due/ was generally ap- . 
propriated for the nobles; but eccle- 
fiaftics, the fick, and the lame, young 
people below the age of twenty, and 
old men above that of fixty, were 
exempted from it. Sometimes it was 


* He fucceeded his father in 956, 
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allowed to them, and fometimes they kinds indifferently, whether public or 
were obliged to hire a champion to private. If a difpute arofe refpecting 
combat for them, the pofleffion of landed property, or 
Thefe champions were bravadoes of a perfonal eftate, and if the right 
by profeflion, who, for a fum of mo- was not clear upon either fide, cham- 
ney, entered the lifts in the room of pions were chofen to determine it. 
thofe who were exempted from fight- | The Emperor Otho, about the year 
ing: they might be employed even 968, having confulted the Doétors, 
by women. ‘They were confidered as to know if reprefentation could take 
infamous people, and fought always place ina line direét, as they were of 
on foot, and in plain clothes. He different opinions, two bravadoes were 
who employed them remained as an appointed to decide this point of law. 
hoftage, and if the champion was He that fupported reprefentation hav- 
vanquifhed, both were obliged to fub- ing got the.better, the Emperor or- 
mit to the fame punifhment. ‘The dered that it fhould take place in fu- 
condition of champions in fome ture. The proofs, to which thofe 
places was ftill harder, for they had had recourfe who did not bear arms, 
their hand cut off, or were put to were all comprehended in the ordeal. 
death, though he who employed — ‘The crdeal, which isa Saxon word, 
them had got off for a fine, when the fignified, originally, nothing but a 
crime was not capital. ‘The accufed trial in general; but as proofs were 
alone could employ a champion, for called trials, by way of excellence, 
the accufer was obliged to fight in whilit they were called the judgements 
perfon, of Ged, ihis name was only applied to 
Gontram, King of Burgundy, hav- the latter ; and cuftom afterwards ap- 
ing found in a foreft a buffalo newly propriated it only to proofs made 
killed, one of the forrefters accufed a with the elements, and to all thofe 
chamberlain belonging to his Majefty ufed by the populace. 
of this crime. As the latter denied The firft, and that which was ufed 
the fact, Gontram defired that the alfo by the nobles, priefts, and other 
affair might be decided by a duel, free perfons exempted from combat, 
and obliged the chamberlain, who was_ was the proof by red-hot iron. This 
old and infirm, to make his nephew was a bar weighing about three 
fight in his ftead. ‘The young man pounds, which was confecrated with 
wounded and threw down the torref- much ceremony, and preferved in 
ter, but in attempting to difarm him fome church that had a right to ufe 
he run himfelf againft the fword of it. All had not this privilege; it 
his enemy, and inflantly expired. was a diftin¢tion equally profitable 
His uncle endeavoured to efcape by and honorable, for no one could 
flight, but being taken and brought touch it, without firft paying a certain 
back, he was ftoned to death upon duty to the church where the proof 
the fpot. This example may ferve to was made. 
prove, that the punifhment of the The accufed perfon, after livin 
vanquifhed perfon, as being perjured, three days on bread and water, head 
was much feverer than that due tothe mafs, and received the communion, 
crime in queftion: fince, it does not after folemnly {wearing that he was 
appear that it would have merited innocent. He was then conduéted 
death, amongft people where the pu- to that place of the church which 


-nifhment annexed to capital crimes was fet apart for making the proof ; 


might be avoided by paying a fine. he was befprinkled with holy water, 

The proof by duel was focommon, and he even drank fome of it; after 
and became fo fafhionable in thefe which he took the iron, that had 
times, that, after being employed been heated in a greater or lefs de- 
only in criminal cafes, it was ufed gree, according to the prefumptions 
afierwards to decide queftions of all againft him, aud the enormity of the 
crime, 
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erime, and having raifed it three or 
four times, carried it to a greater or 
Jefs diftance, according to the fen- 
tence. During this operation the 
priefts recited certain prayers then in 
ufe, and when thefe were finifhed, 
his hand was put into a bag clofely 
fhut, upon which the judge, and 
the oppofite party, put their feals, 
which were to be taken off at the 
end of three days. At that period, 
if there appeared no mark of burning, 
he was acquitted. But it is worthy 
of remark, that fometimes, accord- 
ing to the nature of the wound, the 
accufed was abfolved, or declared 
guilty. The fame proof was made 
alfo, by putting the hand into a 
gauntlet of red-hot iron; or by walk- 
ing over burning bars of that metal, 
which were generally nine in number. 

The proof by boiling water was 
made with the fame ceremonies, by 
plunging the hand into a tub, and 
taking up a ring fufpended in it, ata 
greater or lefs depth. 

The Pope condemned all thefe 
roofs, as falfe and fuperftitious; and 
Frederick II. forbade them, as foolith 
and ridiculous. 

The proof by cold «ater, which 
was that of the populace, was made in 
a very fimple manner. After fome 
prayers repeated over the acculed, his 
right hand was tied to his left foot, 
and his right foot to his left hand, 
and in this fituation he was thrown 
into the water: if he fwam, he was 
accounted criminal, but if he funk, 
he was declared innocent. On fuch 
a principle there muft have been very 
few guilty; for a man who cannot 
make the leaft motion, and whofe 
body is rather heavier than an equal 
bulk of water, mvft neceffarily fink. 
People then were undoubtedly not 
ignorant of fo common an experi- 
ment; but the fimplicity of thofe 
times always looked for fome miracle, 
which they believed Heaven would 
not refafe, in favovrofthetruth. It 
is true, that in this proof, the mira- 
ele mutt have been operated on the 


* Tournelle isthe Criminal Chamber of the Parliament of Paris. 


criminal; whereas in that of fire, i€ 
was to be wrought in favor of the 
innocent perfon. 

The proof by cold water was in ufe 
in the ninth century ; fince, Louis Le 
Debonaire forbid it by an exprefs 
regulation in 829. However, fome 
time after, it came into ufe again, 
and continued to be praétifed till 
1215, when it was abfolutely for- 
bid by the Council of Latran. In 
the fifteenth century it began in Weft- 
phalia, from which it paffed infenfi- 
bly into France. The Parliament of 
Paris forbid it by an aét of the Tour- 
nelle*, dated December 1ft, 1601. 
Some vettiges of it, but not autho. 
rifed, fubfitt ftill, it is faid, in fome 
of the provinces. In the ancient 
laws, mention is made of the proof of 
the crofs, and of that of the Eucha. 
rift. 
In the proof of the crofi, the two 
parties ftood before a crofs, with their 
arms raifed up, and he who firft let 
them fall, through fatigue, loft his 
caufe. This practice was forbid by 
the Emperor Lotharius. 

The proof by the Euxcharif? was 
made by receiving the communion. 
Pope Adrian Il. made Lotharius, 
King of Provence and Lorrain, un- 
dergo this proof at Rome, together 
with the French Lords who accom- 
panied him. ‘The Prince {wore with 
them, when he received the commu. 
nion, that he had fent away Valdrade, 
his concubine, which however was 
falfe. "Uhedeath of Lotharius, which 
happened a month after, in 868, 
was attributed to this facrilegious per- 
jury. This proof was abolifhed by 
Pope Alexander IIT. 

Amongtt the different proofs which 
were in ufe, we muft diftinguifh thofe 
which were natural from thofe which 
were fuppofed to be fupernatural. 
When an oath was adminiftered to 
an accufed perfon, in a doubtful cafe, 
there was nothing in this but what 
was reafonable and human. When 
one was expofed to the rifk of con- 
demning an innocent man, it was juft 
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to have recourfe to his affirmation, 
and to leave the punifhment of the 

rjury to God. -This cuftom ftill 
ubfifts among us: it is true that we 
have confined it to cafes of little im- 
portance, becaufe, judging from our 
own depravation of that of others, 
we are convinced that the honefty of 
mankind is feldom a proof againtt 
ftrong temptation. 

With regard to the duel, it exhi- 
bited nothing miraculous: it was na- 
tural that one man fhould triumph 
overanother; the fuperftition confifting 
only in confidering victory as a proof 
of innocence, or of the truth of the 
accufation, without reflecting that juf- 
tice and right depend neither upon 
ftrength nor addrefs. When both 
the combatants perifhed, the accufed 
was accounted guilty, and it was fup- 
pofed that God had apparently punifh- 
ed fome fecret crime in the accufer. 

Several of thofe who had come off 
fuperior in combat, were afterwards 
found to be guilty; but the law for- 
bid thofe to be punifhed who had 
once undergone this trial. One 
would think that the falfity of this 
= might have eafily been deteéted, 

ut the moft abfurd errors will always 
find defenders. 

A perfon of the name of Aufel, 
having’ ftole fome of the facred plate 
from the church of Laon, a merchant, 
who had bought it, and who had 
{wore to conceal the theft, was fo 
terrified at the fentence of excommu- 
cation which had been thundered 
forth on this fubje@t, that he went 
and informed againft Aufel. The 
latter protefted his innocence; and, 
in order to prove it, offered to fight 
his accufer in fingle combat. Au- 
fel was victorious, and of courfe was 
accounted innocent. Some time af- 
ter, encouraged by his fuccefs, or 
impelled by the force of habit, he 
robbed the fame church again; but, 
em taken and convicted, he con- 
feffed that he had been guilty alfo of 
the former theft. The-Cafuifts, on 
being confulted, replied, that the 
merchant had been punifhed for break- 
Vox. Il, 
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ing the oath which he had {worn to 
Aufel. 

Whatever caufes events may be 
owing to, opinion never fails to ex- 
plain that which is above the reach of 
reafon. If innocence is perfecuted, 
it is God who puts it to a trial; if 
the guilty is unfortunate, it is God 
who punifhes. Prejudice, always 
rafh, fearches into and unveils the fe- 
crets of the Deity, which the true 
philofopher reveres and confiders as 
impenetrable. Nothing ftrengthens 
prejudice fo much as ancient cuftom. 
The Franks, and all thofe people who 
came from the north, were barbarians 
without laws, who had no other edu- 
cation than that which they acquired 
in the exercife of arms. Accuftomed 
to war, which was their only profef- 
fion; burdenfome, by their numbers, 
to their own country, which was in- 
capable of maintaining them; and, 
confequently, impelled to violence 
and ufurpation, as much by neceflity 
as by the ferocity of their manners, 
thefe people were acquainted with no 
other rights but thofe of the fword : 
their defcendants, as they became 
polifhed, preferved always fomething 
of the manners of their fathers ;—the 
rights of the fword were always dear 
tothem. Such was the genius of the 
nation, and the proof by duel was 
that which fubfifted longeft; but an 
affair which happened under the reign 
of Charles VI. made it be abfolutely 
forbidden. 
. The wife of a gentleman, named 
Carrouge, was ravifhed by a perfon 
who wore a mafk: fhe, however, 
thought that fhe knew him again, and 
accufed one named Le Gris. Car- 
rouge fued Le Gris, and the Parlia- 
ment declared that they fhould decide 
the affair by fingle combat. Le Gris 
was wounded, and thrown dows ; but, 
as he always perfifted in afferting his 
innocence, Carrouge killed him, 
which the conqueror was allowed to 
do. Some time after, a perfon, on 
his death-bed, declared that he had 
committed the crime of which Le 
Gris had been — accufed, 
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This example, preceded by a great Stephen V. to Lambert, Bifhopof May- 
many others, made duels be abolifhed, ence, which is alfo related in the 
at leaft they ceafed to be legal, though decree of Gratian Pope Celeftin III. 
we find fome authorifed under Fran- Innocent II. and Honorius III. re- 
cis I, and Henry I, newed thefe prohibitions, and we fee 

In all appearance, the origin of the that the churchin general, inftead of 
duel was not juridical. A man ac- acknowledging the finger of God, has 
caftomed to make ufe of his fword, always confidered them as injurious, 
when accufed of any crime in a pri- and favorable to falfehood. The pretend- 
vate quarrel, doubtlefs had recourfe ed miraclesofthe moft celebrated proofs 
to arms, to prove the injury done of thefe times, found even then con- 
him, rather than to prove his own in- tradi¢iors. ‘The eyes of mankind 
nocence. When he has come off vic- were infenfibly opened, and people 
torious, people have been more cau- accufed, who might before have been 
tious in reproaching him, and, from legally conftrained to fubmit to thefe 
afecret fentiment of fear or admira- proofs, openly refufed. George Lo- 
tion, he has been judged innocent. gothetes teak of a man, who in the 
It has been thought natural that hea- thirteenth century, refufed to under- 
ven fhould favor a good caufe. this goa proof of this kind, faying that 
idea has been confidered as an infalli- he was not a quack. ‘The Archbi- 
ble proof; the courage of the injured fhop prefling him upon the fubject, 
perion has been animated, and this is he replied that he would undergo that 
a great ftep towards victory. Several of red-hot iron, provided he received 
fuccefsful inftances have made the laws it from the prelate’s hand; but the 
adopt this fentiment, which was be- Archbifhop was too prudent to accept 
fides agreeable to the genius of the this offer, convinced that it was very 
nation, and it has been only after re- improper to tempt God. 
peated proofs of the falfity of fentence Ie was thus that thefe proofs could 

affed on this principle,that duels have never fucceed but with thofe who had 
ies abolifhed by the laws. The genius, faith. What would be amiracle in the 
however,of a nation,cannot be changed eyes of one man, would be only a de- 
without great difficulty,andit isdoubt- ception, or the effeéts of natural cau- 
lefs to its ancient manners, thatwemutft fes, to another. Nothing tended more 
refer that madnefs for duelling which to difcredit thefe ene: 4 than, what 
the wifdom or feverity of fome of was attempted under Andronicus, the 
the kings of France found fo great fon of Michael Paleologus. The cler- 
difficulty in fuppreffing, and of which gy being divided refpecting the elec- 
fome remains are {till to be obferved tion of apatriarch, and feveral other 
in the hearts of thofe who are deftined articles, the two parties agreed to 
to arms. They believe that the fword write out their réiocis, each ona fe- 
is the only noble means of deciding parate piece of paper, that the two 
quarrels, which they call the point of theets fhould afterwards be thrown in- 
honor. to the fire,and that the fheet which re- 

Proofs by the elements, or the dif. fifted the flames fhould give the caufe 
ferent ordeals, were not approved by to that party to which it belonged. 
the church. If we find acanon of the The ceremony was performed on both 
council of Tivoli, in 495, which tole- fides with equal fidelity, and the re- 
rates them, it was not abfolutely to fult was, that both the papers were 
hurt the civil laws, which did the confumed. ‘The ecclefiaftics, afha- 
fame. In the beginning of the ninth med of their fuccefS, never afterwards 
century, Agobard, ArchbifhopofLy- durft authorife fuch proofs, which 
ons, wrote very ftrongly againft this however fubfifted forfometime after. 1E 
cuftom. Yves de Chartres attacked this proof had not been made fo pub- 
them in the eleventh century, and he lickly, the parties concerned might 
quotes on this fubjeét, a letter of Pope have endeavoured to Keep it fecret, or 

io 











toexplain it after theirown manner. 
This was the cafe in private trials, 
where ignorance and artifice both 
tended to fupport fuperftition, 

Another proof which was made 
with greater folemnity, was that of 
Luitprand, a prieft of Milan, in 1103. 
He accufed Grofeflan, his Archbi- 
fhop, of fimony, and offered to prove 
the truth of his accufation by walk- 
ing through a pile of burning wood. 
He entered, as we are told, clouds 
of flame, which feparated themfelves 
before him, and came out fafe amidft 
the acclamations of the people. It 
was remarked only, that his hand was 
flightly fcorched, by throwing holy- 
water and incenfe into the pile, and 
that one of his feet was wounded. 
One would think that there was no oc- 
cafion to fufpeét a man, who after 
ep through a pile of lighted wood 
ad efcaped to eafily ; but ie court of 
Rome confidered this proof as infuf- 
ficient. The Pope acquitted the Bi- 
fhop, and Luitprand retired into Wal- 
teline, which makes me believe, that 
people were not then much ftruck 
with this pretended miracle. Indeed, 
if we examine the recital of this fat 
carefully, if we diminifh a little the 
fize of the pile, and the vivacity of 
the flames; if we encreafe the wounds 
on the hand and foot of Luitprand, 
and confider his retreat into Walteline 
as the punifhment of exile inflifted by 
the Pope on this fanatic, we fhall be 
very near the truth, efpecially when 
we know that this proof is related by 
Landolfé, the younger, the nephew 
of Luitprand, who was defirous of 
relating itas much as poffible to the 
advantage of his uncle. 

The fame fac is often attribut- 
ed to different perfons Cunegonde, 
the wife of the Emperor Henry I. 
having been accufed of adultery, jutti- 
fied herfelf, fays Barontus, by hold- 
ing pieces of red-hot iron in her hand 
as fhe would have held a nofegay. 
Others fay that this proof was made by 
Funilda, wife of the Emperor Henry 
IIJ, How little dependence is to be pla- 
ced on the veracity of authors in the re- 
lation of fuch faéts, when they do not 
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agree refpeCting the perfons! Such an 
example fhews, that mott of thefe tales 
have been written from vague tradi- 
tions and popular reports. 

It may be objected, that the ancient 
hiftorians have indeed written many 
fables, but that thefe fables ferve, 
neverthelefs, as proofs of the founda- 
tion of the hiflory. Many proofs 
have been made refpeéling ftate af- 
fairs before perfons who had the right 
and power of clearing them up, and 
whofe intereft it was to do fo. Thefe 
proofs muft have been true, to give 
occafion for enforcing them by the 
laws, fo far, that Charlemagne pub- 
lithed an exprefs order for that pur- 
pole, in 808. 

But to fhew what little advantage 
was derived from proofs, made with 
more ceremony, let us examine that 
which was made before Lothaire, in 
favor of Queen Thetberge, acculed of 
inceft and adultery, with one of her 
own brothers. ‘This example is of 
the more importance, as it happened 
about fifty years after the order of 
Charlemagne in favor of proofs, and 
at a time when they were in the 
higheft credit. 

A man proved the innocence of 
the Queen by undergoing the trial 
by boiling water, without being burnt ; 
the Bifhops declared Thetberge inno- 
cent, and Lothaire received her again 
as his Queen. ‘Two years after 
fhe herfelf confefled the crime, o 
which fhe had been fo completely ac- 

uitted. The King, who loved Val- 
diate his miftrefs, and who only 
fought a pretext for a divorce from 
the Queen, believed her on her word, 
and made his marriage be diffolved by 
fome Bifhops, who declared in the 
fecond conncil of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
that all thefe proofs were only artifi- 
ces calculated to confound falfehood 
and truth. Every body did not put 
the fame faith in the Queen, though 
there are few women who would 
nat be believed on fuch an occafion. 

Hincmar maintains, that the proof 
which was made, ought to have been 
adhered to; and compofed upon this 
fubje&t a treatife on the divorce of 
2 Lothaire 
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Lothaire, and Thetberge. The rea- 
fonings which were employed re- 
{pecting this proof are extremely 
curious. To maintain the honor of 
it, the Doétors facrificed that of 
reafon, and pretended, that the per- 
fon who fubmitted to it had been 
preferved from the flames becaufe 
the Queen had confeffed before.— 
Others faid, that in making oath to 
her innocence fhe had meant ano- 
ther of her brothers, who was not 
guilty, Hinemar indeed, did not 
adopt thefe explanations, but he al- 
ways fupported the validity of the 

roof: however, fome time after he 
refufed permiffion to the Monk Got- 
tefcalc, condemned by a fynod, to 
juftify himfelf by fire, which clear- 
ly fhews, that he did not confider 
proofs as infallible, or at leaft that 
he feared left the proof fhould bely 
the fenate. 

It mutt be allowed that in the dif- 

putes which arofe about that time, 
refpecting thefe proofs, the reafons 
which were alledged upon both fides 
had the fame force. The adverfa- 
ries of Hincmar objected in the cafe 
of the proof by cold water, that 
inftead of {wimming the guilty ought 
to fink, as they had been all buried 
under the waters of the flood, and 
that Pharaoh and his holt had fhared 
the fame fate in the Red-fea. Hinc- 
mar replied, that fince the water of 
‘baptifm had chafed away the devil, 
fanctified water cannot receive any 
thing thatis guilty or impure. Though 
this queftion was very badly difcuf- 
fed, we fee that about that period a 
belief in thefe proofs was not uni- 
form, and that feveral Bifhops confi- 
dered them as an artifice, 

It would be ufelefs to relate a 
greater rumber of facts, To attempt 
to examine all thofeof this nature, 
would be to difcufs ancient legends 
which are as little deferving of cri- 
ticifin as of apology. It is fufficient 
to have difplayed the folly and arti- 
fice of thofe proofs which were in 
the greateft reputation, We ought 


thence toj udge tha: all the reft would 
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appear in the fame light,and be con- 
fidered as ridiculous fables, were we 
fully acquainted with all the circum- 
ftances attending them. 

I fhall obferve that all thofe who 
requefted proofs might be acquaint- 
ed with drugs which prevent the ef- 
feéts of fire,and which arejvery com- 
mon. We find alfo, that the iron 
was heated toa greater or lefs degree, 
according to the weight of the accu- 
fation, and might not this be the 
cafe alfo according to 'the credit and 
generofity of the accufed ? 

It was much for the intereft of pri- 
vileged places, where the pieces of 
iron deftined for making thefe proofs 
were kept, that fuch ufages thould 
fubfift, as they were attended with 
confiderable profit, Superftitions 
which, have their rife in ignorance 
are often fupported for the fake of 
gain. 

In the proof by cold water, there 
were fome of the accufed bound 
round with juch a number of ropes 
as was fufficient to make then {wim ; 
this circumftance being found prin- 
cipally in the proofs of thofe who 
were judged moft criminal, the event 
favored the accufer, and preferved 
the fuperftition. 

It may not be improper to obferve 
that there were many perfons accu- 
fed whofe condemnation was not at 
all interefting to the public, and 
who could fay on the other hand that 
a miracle was wrought in their fa- 
vor. We often hear of women ac- 
cufed of adultery who have only one 
man againft them, and who find in 
the reft very indulgent judges. Itis 
natural that the miracle fhould be 
operated in favor of them. 

But perhaps it may be faid that all 
did not undergo the proof with the 
fame fuccefs, To this I reply, that if 
miracles were continued they would 
lofe their credit; the moft unlucky 
in this refpeét might not be the moft 
guilty ; it was even natural for an 
innocent perfon, who was {upertftiti- 
ous, to be the leaft on his guard. Be, 
fides, one was fometimes obliged to 
vadergo 

















undergo the proof in all its rigor, ei- 
ther for want of fufficient influence, 
or becaufe his accufers examined him 
with too much care toallow him to 
employ fraud. In fuch a cafe, one 
inevitably fuffered by burning, but 
after that there {till remained a re- 
fource. We findin the authors whom 
I have quoted, that after the proof 
by fire, the hand of the perfon who 
had undergone it was enclofed in a 
bag, that the effeéts might be examin- 
ed at the end of three days, from 
which it is eafy to judge, that what at 
firft was tobe decided by a formal 
miracle, depended afterwards upon a 
kind of augury, which thofe employ- 
ed for that purpofe had the power 
of interpreting. Such frauds and 
childith conceits made thefe proofs 
afterwards be confidered as falfe and 
ridiculous, and more calculated to 
favor crimes than to jultify inno- 
cence. 

Every age has its errors and its fol- 
lies ; the generality of men think ac- 
cording to the geniusof the period in 
which they live; but when the in- 
toxication of it is paffed, one is afto- 
nifhed to find how far they have fuf- 
fered themfelves to be duped. Su- 
peritition and a tafte for the marvel- 
ous have always been incurable dif- 
eafes ofthe human mind among the 
vulgar, and there are fome of all con- 
ditions. A man who believes he has 
feen a prodigy, fets a much greater 
value upon himfelf, Thofe to whom 
he relates it, liften to him with at- 
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tention, and they imagine that by 
publifhing it they participate in the 
honor of having feen it. People of 
this kind often fee marvellous things, 
becaufe they wifh to fee them, and 
while fhut up in the ftrong holds of 
fanaticifm, men of fenfe have not the 
courage, or do not deign to contra- 
dict them. This is precifely what 
happened in thefe proofs ; men have 
always chofe to take chance for an ar- 
biter, and the moft ancient nations 
have had their proofs;they are ftill 
ufed in the kingdoms of Congo, Ma- 
tamba, and Angola. Not that the 
people of thefe countries have bor 
rowed them from the ancients, but 
there are implanted every where in 
the human mind feeds of folly, 
which {pring up of themfelves. In 
the kingdom of Thibet, when two 
parties have a law fuit, two pieces, 
the one black and the other white, 
are thrown into a kettle full of 
boiling water. The parties then 
plunge their arms both together 
into the water, and he who lays 
hold of the white piece gains the 
caufe, but by this procedure they 
are both generally maimed. Weare 
juftly furprifed at their ftupid fu- 
peritition, without reflecting, that 
what was formerly practifed among 
us was not lefs wonderful, but 
that we were alfo in a ftate of bar- 
barity. We fhall therefore be hap. 
py, if thelights which we have ac- 
quired, by pointing out our ancient 
errors, teach us to avoid new ones. 


Tue METHOD or COLLECTING CANTHARIDES in SICILY. 


FROM THE ABBE SESTINI'S LETTERS, 


NHESE flies, which are colle&- 

ed annually in great abundance 

in Sicily, are called by naturalifts Can- 

tharides, and in the language of Sicily 
Caxntaridi, or Cantarelle. 

This infeét is nothing elfe but a 
large fly of a bright green color, which 
has a very difagreeable fmell. It is 
armed with two {mall flexible antenne, 


which refemble two faws. Its eyes, 
which may be diftin@ly perceived, are 
round, and its head, which is inclined, 
is almoit of a triangular figure.A {mall 
fature is obferved jn the middle of it, 
and this head, as well as the rett of 
the body, is covered with hair, very 
fharp and penetrating, and of a whi- 
tifh color, Jt has tour legs, diftributed 

in 
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in pairs, that is to fay, two on each 
fide, which have joints, and are termi- 
nated by a kind of faw. ‘There are 
alfo two others a little larger, termina- 
ted by different joints, which are divi- 
ded into fix round rings. It has two 
wings, and is covered with a cruft, 
which is long, triangular, and of a fhi- 
ning color, and which ferves alfo to 
conceal the whole body of the infeét. 

Tt has been often remarked, that this 
infect does not breed in Sicily, and it 
is even faid that it comes from Egypt, 
or from the moft diftant parts of Afia. 
Indeed they may be feen paffing re- 

larly every year, in large fwarms 

ike clouds, as different kinds of fo- 
reign birds. The paflage of thefe 
flies takes place about the latter end 
of May, or the beginning of June. 
Their arrival is announced by a dif- 
agreeable fmell, like that of a volatile 
falt, which is diffufed throughout the 
air, and in every place where they 
fettle. ‘They are particularly fond of 
repofing upon the olive trees, which 
they fearch for on their arrival ; fome 
of them fettle alfo upon the oak and 
different fhrubs, the leaves of which 
they devour. 

When the peafants perceive the bad 
{mell diffufed from thefe infects, they 
conclude that they are not far diftant; 
and when they obferve them refting 
upon the branches of the olive, where 
they collect themfelves in great num- 
bers, they fpread out a fheet at the 
bottom of the tree very early in the 
morning, before the fun has warmed 
the atmofphere. The little animals 
being languid, and weakened by the 
coolnefs of the night, and by that of 
the morning, have no longer ftrength 
to fly, and to avoid the {nares laid 
forthem. The peafants then beat the 
branches of the olives with fticks, or 
only fhake the trunk of thetree. This 
‘peration makes the infects fall upon 
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the cloth fpread out to receive them, 
or which the peafants hold in their 
hands. At the fame time other peo- 
ple take thefe flies, and put them quite 
ig into an earthen veffel, or into 
a bag fufpended from their necks, 
which is kept open to receive them. 
Thefe flies are afterwards expofed to 
the fun, and when they are well dried 
they are fprinkled over with vinegar. 
Whatever may be the reafon for fuch 
a cuftom, the confequence is, that it 
makes the flies fwell, and encreafes 
their weight. This is what I have 
been told by fome people, but others 
have affured me, at the fame time, 
that they had no other objeét in fprink- 
ling the cantharides with vinegar, 
than to ftun them when they were ta- 
ken, and to kill them fooner. 

Being prefent, however, in the 
month of May, 1775, when thefe 
flies were collected under the dwarf 
olives, I obferved that no fuch pre- 
caution was taken. ‘The infeéts were 
only put into {mall bags; andI re- 
marked, that when they were colleét- 
ed in a fheet, thofe who were em- 
ployed in that operation only gave 
a ftroke with a {mall ftick to thofe 
which attempted to fly away. 

Thefe flies, when freth, coft about 
two pence fterling the ounce, when 
bought at the firft hand, and fome- 
times lefs; but when they are dried, 
they do not weigh the half of what 
they did before: it is in the latter 
ftate that they are fold to foreigners. 
Sicily exports, one year with another, 
about forty cantari of thefe flies, 
which being eftimated at fifty ounces 
per cantaro, produce annually about 
1200 pounds fterling. 

Every body knows that cantharides 
are the bafis of blifters. One may 
confult James’s Medicinal Di€tionary, 
under the article Cantharides, to 
know the effeéts which they produce.* 


This 


* Though eantharides, taken internally, may be confidered as a poifon, fome phy- 
ficians have, however, prefcribed them in that way with fuccefs, in the dropfy and 
fuppreflion of urinc. 


Dr, Werlhoff always counterated the virus of the hyhrophobia, 
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This author gives an account of feve- 
ral experiments in medicine which 
have been made withthem. In Eng- 
Jand, Holland, and other parts of 
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Europe, they are ufed for dying cer- 
tain cloths, and on this account they 
are a very important object of coms 
merce in all thofe countries, 


DESCRIPTION or rue IRON MINE at DANNEMORA, 1 
SWEDEN. 


BY A DUTCH OFFICER. 


R. PYLL, one of the proprie- 

tors of the forges, had the 
complaifance to accompany me to 
the mine of Dannemora, which is 
about half a mile diftant from his 
houfe. He ordered the horfes to be 
put to his carriage, and condutted 
me firft to fee the wheel which puts 
in motion the hydraulic machine, 
continually ufed for drawing off the 
water from the mine: without this 
precaution it would overflow it, and 
render it ufelefs. This wheel is forty- 
four fect in diameter, and requires 
only one foot fall of water to turn it. 
It moves a chain, made of fir wood, 
fix thoufand feet in length; and the 
water, when pumped from the mine, 
runs along an aqueduct, over a fpace 
of five thoufand feet. 

This mine is entirely open at the 
top, and its circumference is at leaft 
a quarter of a league, fo that from 
the brink of it one may fee what is 
doing in the bottom, though it is 
more than three hundred feet in 
depth. The whole mouth of it is 
furrounded with machines, confifting 
of axles and pullies, each of which is 
put in motion by four horfes. Thefe 
machines ferve to draw up and let 
down the neceffary tools and mate- 
tials. Though ftairs and ladders have 
been for fome time conftru€ed, for 
the convenience of thofe who defcend 
into the mine, yet the miners, both 
men and women, prefer the ufe of 
Jarge cafks, faftened to ropes, and 
fufpended from thefe machines. This 
frightful manner of travelling through 


by making the patient take every day, for 


the air becomes fo familiar to them, 
that they never fit down in the cafk, 
but ftand upright on the edge of it, 
holding faft by the rope with one 
hand, and with the other preventing 
it to rub againft, or get entangled in 
the rock, which perhaps might make 
itfwing Sesaianl demuane the cafk. I 
confefs, that I could not fee thefe 
people fufpended between heaven and 
earth, at that prodigious height, with- 
out fhuddering; and, notwithftanding 
my curiofity to view the bottom of 
the mine, [ had not the courage to 

o down in that manner, efpecially as 

was told that I could enter that of 
Fahlun, which I propofed to vifit, 
with much lefs danger. I was in- 
formed, that a little before my ar- 
rival, a young woman coming up in 
this manner, and not having properly 
dire&ted the cafk, on the edge of 
which fhe ftood, it ftruck againft the 
point of a rock, and was overfet, by 
which means fhe was thrown upon 
the fhelve of another rock, where fhe 
remained fufpended at the height of 
above an hundred feet. She had, 
however, the prefence of mind, and 
fuficient ftrength, to continue an 
hour and a half motionlefs, and in 
the fame pofture, which faved her 
life, as the leaft motion would have 
made her fall to the bottom. People 
had time to come to her affiftance, 
and by the help of ropes and ladders 
to refcue her from her perilous fitua- 
tion. As the miners place themfelves 
generally three, fometimes four, and 
oftimes five, on the edge of thefe 


fix weeks, a grain of the powder of can- 


tharides, with a grain and a half of mercury and alum, and ten grains of camphor, 
mixed up with a mucilage of gum, tragacanth. 
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catks, whilft the interior part is always 
filled with ore, it frequently happens 
that the rope breaks, not being able to 
fupport fuch a weight, the cafk falls 
to the bottom, and thefe unhappy 
people are dafhed to pieces. Not- 
withftanding thefe misfortunes, the 
workmen prefer thefe catks to ladders, 
becaufe they fave them confiderable 
trouble.* Befides this, they are ex- 
pofed to other accidents when they 
are at work in the bottom of the 
mine. As the rock is three or four 
hundred feet high above their heads, 
the fimalleft ftone that falls from the 
fummit, and this often happens, be- 
comes dangerous, and is fufficient tokill 
aman, or break anarmoraleg. Thefe 
accidents are not uncommon, and I 
have feen fome of thefe poor people 
who had been maimed in this manner. 
They are, however, cheerful and con- 
tented, and they work for very mo- 
derate wages; fome of them receive 
no more than feven Swedifh fols per 
day, which amount to about. two {ols 
Dutch money; but it mutt be obferv- 
ed, that they are lodged befides, and 
are fupplied with a ration of bread, 
and with brandy. On Sundays no 
work is done in the mine, becaufe the 
minors then make fires to foften the 
rock, and to facilitate their labor. 
Every day at noon, while the work- 
men are at dinner, different parts of 
the rock are blown up with gunpow- 
der. 

At the mouth of the mine feveral 
parts are cut out in the form of fcaf- 
folds, which projeét fome feet, for 
the convenience of thofe who come up 
or go down, and for unloading the 
ore. From one of thefe I had a dif- 
tin& view of what was going forward 
in the bottom of the mine; and it 
was there, alfo, that I beheld the 
firange effeéts produced by an explo- 
fion with gunpowder in that abyfs, 
which then refembled the bowels of 
a flaming volcano. The whole moun- 


* They generally go down, 
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tain trembled; the place upon whicly 
I ftood was violently agitated, and 
the ftones, the flames, and the {moke, 
feemed to mount even to me, whilft 
the fhivering of the rock, and the 
noife of the explofion, were re-echoed 
through all thofe fubterranean regions 
like claps of thunder, and made me 
tremble for the workmen, who were 
taking a repaft in the bottom; but I 
was freed from my apprehenfions, by 
being told that fufficient provifion had 
been made for their fafety, by cutting 
out chambers in the rock, to which 
they retire, and where they are per- 
fectly fafe from every danger. This 
operation is abfolutely neceflary, as 
the miners could not with their tools 
detach large mafles of the rock,which 
is fo hard, that the belt tempered fteel 
makes no impreffion on it. When the 
ore is taken from the mine, it is col- 
le&ted into large heaps, in places fet 
apart for that purpofe, where it re- 
mains till winter; and when the 
ground is covered with fnow, it is 
tranfported on fledges to the forges, 
where it is melted, and goes through 
all the neceflary operations. 

Twelve hundred men are conti- 
nually employed in this mine, either 
in digging out the ore, or in other 
labor. It is carried on by a compa- 
ny, who are alfa the proprietors of 
the forges, which render the metal fit 
to be tranfported to warehoufes, where 
it remains till it is fold to foreign 
merchants, or difpofed of in the 
country. 

Fifteen forges are continually em- 
ployed in melting the ore which is 
taken from the mine of Dannemora. 
The greater part of thefe forges be- 
long to Mefirs. Gril and Pyll, as 
well as to Baron de Geer. Each 
forge requires a prodigious num- 
ber of workmen: that of Ofterly 
alone employs fifteen or fixteen 
hundred, without reckoning the offi- 
cers.+ 


or come up, by thefe machines in four or five minutes. 


+ The infpectors, fecretaries, treafurers, and direétors of the forges, are called 


officers. 
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DESCRIPTION or ruz COPPER-MINE at FAHLUN, 1x SWEDEN. 


BY THE SAME. 


HIS mine is the oldeft of all the 

copper-mines in Sweden. Its 
privileges are dated in the thirteenth 
century, and were granted to it by 
Kings Waldemar aul Magnus Ladu- 
los. Since the year 1581 govern- 
ment have been very careful to en- 
courage the working of mines; they 
have, in particular, given every fort 
of immunity to thofe of Fahlun,* and 
even the right of afylum for crimes 
which are not of the firft magnitude. 

This mine is divided into 1200 
fhares, and is worked by a company, 
who fell the ore as foon as it is taken 
from the bowels of the earth, to the 
owners of forges, and who are obliged 
to pay a fifth part of their profit to 
the crown. The lands lying in the 
neighbourhood of this mine muft fur- 
nifh a certain quantity of coals for it, 
according to the fize or produce of 
each eftate, and at a price Ered by the 
King. 

The ore taken from the different 
mines of Kopparberg is not equally 
rich. There is fome of it which pro- 
duces from thirty to forty pounds of 
eopper for every hundred weight of 
ore, whilft that of another produces 
only two pounds. 

Thefe mines formerly were much 
richer than they are at prefent, fince, 
in the middle of the tal century they 
furnifhed annually 20,321 fchifp of 
copper; whereas, during the courfe of 
this century, they have produced, one 
year with another, no more than four 
or fix thoufand {chifp. ‘This is ow- 
ing, in part, to the miners having car- 
ried on their operations badly, fo that 
feveral of the arches have given way, 
and filled up the richeft veins with 
rubbifh, which they have never yet 
been able to clear. 

For fome years, the exportation of 
copper was entirely forbidden; but it 
is now permitted, with reftriétions, 
and in certain quantities. The ma- 
nufa@uring of copper, and _princi- 


Fablun, called alfo Kopparberg, is fituated in Dalecarlia, 
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pally that of white copper, has been 
encouraged by high premiums, in or- 
der to diminifh the exportation of un- 
wrought copper. Thismine employs, 
in its bowels, about twelve kindred 
workmen. 

‘© Duting four hours that I wan- 
dered about in the bowels of the Kop- 
parberg,” fays the gentleman from 
whofe letters this account is extra¢ted, 
and whilft, fometimes by ftairs, and 
fometimes by means of ladders, [ 
defcended from gallery to gallery, my 
aftonifhment encreafed at every ftep. 
Lat firft went down by a zig-zag ftair- 
cafe, pretty commodious, in a pit 
about two thoufand paces in circum- 
ference, and three hundred feet in 
depth; it may therefore be readily 
judged that it was by the light of the 
fun. When I reached the bottom of 
this pit, I obferved, in a corner, a 
wooden hut, fix or feven feet high, at 
the entrance of which ftood two half- 
naked figures, as black as foot. As 
each of them held in his hand a light- 
ed torch of fir-wood, I took them for 
two of the pages of the infernal deity. 
This hut covers one of the entrances 
to the fubterranean mine, and the 
moft convenient of four that are found 
at the bottom of the pit. Each en- 
trance, or well, is diftinguifhed by the 
name of fome Prince or Swedifh Lord. 
As foon as I arrived at the mouth of 
this cavern, I and my fervant were 
each prefented with a drefs entirely 
black,and made like thofe of the Hei- 
ducs, one of which I put on ; a pre- 
caution the curious muft take to pre- 
ferve their clothes, otherwife they 
would be fpoilt in the narrow paf- 
fages which one meets with in thefe 
galleries. This melancholy attire, 
added to a prayer which my guides 
repeated, to implore the blefiing of 
the Almighty, and his affiftance to 
conduét us fafe out of the mine, fo 
intimidated my fervant, who was a 
young Frieflander, that he would nei- 
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ther put on his drefs, nor confent to 
defcend. The frightful ftories which 
our guides had related to us, while go- 
ing down the firft ftair, of pieces of 
rock tumbling from the arches, of 
water fuddenly overflowing the mine, 
of peftilential vapours fuffocating the 
workmen, of ladders breaking, and 
the prayers which he heard the miners 
offering up, who were preparing to 
defcend into the bowels of the earth, 
fo terrified him, that his heart failed 
him, and it was only by reproaching 
him for his cowardice that I was at 
length able to perfuade him, He then 

ut on the difmal drefs, and, pale as 
death, followed me. 

«« That I may not be tedious, I 
fhall only obferve, that, after pailing 
through galleries fupported by wood, 
and fometimes under arches which 
fupported themfelves, I arrived at vatt 
fubterranean apartments, the roof and 
extremities of which the feeble light 
of a few faggots could fcarcely reach. 
In fome of thefe apartments there are 
forges for mending and making dif- 
ferent kinds of tools ufed in the mine. 
The heat here was fo exceffive, that 
the workmen were entirely naked, 
without the leaft rag to cover them. 
Other apartments are employed as 
magazines, either for containing gun- 
powder, the ufe of which I fhall de- 
{cribe, or for holding ropes, and va- 
rious inftruments neceflary in carrying 
on fuch a labor. Thefe apartments 
have a communication one with ano- 
ther, by means of the galleries already 
mentioned. In each gallery there are 
fome of thefe apartments, and the 
galleries are connected by ftairs, or 
by ladders. There are even pits, 
which proceed perpendicularly, with- 
jut interruption, from the furface of 
che earth, to the loweft gallery. Thefe 
ferve to admit frefh air, and to let 
down loads, in cafks, by means of pul- 
leys, which are in continual ufe dur- 
ing the hours of labor. Thefe pul- 
leys are put in motion by horfes at 
the fummit of the mountain, and the 
cafks are faftened to iron chains, as 
ropes are liable to be foon deftroyed 
by the coppery and vitriolic vapours 
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which rife from the bottom of the 
mine. Even iron chairs do not hold 
out long; and, on this account, ropes 
are often ufed made of cow’s hair or 
hog’s briftles. It is alfo for this rea- 
fon, and to avoid accidents, that the 
miners are abfolutely forbid to de- 
{cend, or go up, by thefe cafks, and 
to enter and quit the mine by the lad- 
ders and ftairs. The pits » pede I 
have fpoken, added to the fubterra- 
nean forges, and other phyfical caufes, 
occafion in the deepeft galleries {uch 
currents of air, that they refemble the 
currents of a tempeft. Thefe cur- 
rents are abfolutely neceflary to purify 
the air which circulates here, and to 
render it fit for the purpofe of breath- 
ing. Were not this the cafe, it would 
become fo peftilential, that a perfon 
could not exift here for a quarter of 
anhour. The galleries are fometimes 
five or fix feet high, and fometimes 
they are fo low, that one is obliged 
to ftoop in paffing through them. It 
is in thefe places, above all, that the 
air currents are moft violent, and even 
dangerous ; for it often happens that, 
on guitting a place containing a forge, 
the heat cf which is fo exceffive that 
it makes you perfpire abundantly, one 
of thefe air-currents, as they are al- 
ways exceflively cold, almoft congeals 
the drops of fweat upon your body. 

** The arches which are not fup- 
ported by wooden work prefent, in 
feveral places, a fingular fpediacle, on 
account of the large quanuties of vi- 
triol that diftil from them, and which, 
by chryftalizing, forms prifms of vari- 
ous figures. Imagine to yourfelf an- 
gular points, like thofe of fugar-candy, 
of a moft beautiful green color, hang- 
ing in thoufands from the tops of thefe 
arches, which are eight, ten, twelve, 
and twenty feet in ae The ef- 
fet produced by the refleétion of the 
light from thefe faces, and from the 
ore with which the fides are filled, may 
be eafier conceived than defcribed. 

‘In a gallery, more than feven hun- 
dred feet under ground, there is a 
place for diflolving -vitriol, and it is 
conveyed from the mine by means of 
an hydraulic machine, which is ex- 
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ceedingly curious. The water of an 
abundant fpring, found at this depth, 
is put in motion by horfes, and this 
water diflolves the vitriol, and after- 
wards precipitates it by a trough, 
containing pieces of old iron. In 
another, this operation, and the 
whole procefs which it requires, is 
very fingular: twenty-four horfes, 
that are relieved every fix hours, as 
well as the men, becaufe the labor is 
carried on night and day, lodge in 
this gallery, where there are ftables 
prepared for them. Their mangers 
are cut out in the rock, and when 
thefe animals have entered this place, 
they never go out bur once a year, to 
a kind of review. They are conveyed 
hither, and taken out, by means of 
pulleys, and fufpended through the 
apertures made for the ftaircafes and 
ladders, in the fame manner as horfes 
among us are hoifted into veflels. 

My curiofity prompted me to de- 
fcend to the depth of about eleven 
hundred feet under the earth, where 
the loweft gallery is, and where the 
principal vein of the copper is fitu- 
ated. Though the cold which I felt 
here was exceflive, I obferved fome 
of the men working quite naked. 
‘The fevere labor to which they are 
fubjected, in cutting out the rock, and 
detaching thofe parts of it which 
contain the ore, makes them, notwith- 
ftandiny their nakednefs, to be all co- 
vered with fweat, while the curious, 
well clothed, are almoft froze to 
death. The obfcurity of thefe fubter- 
ranean apartments, the fires, which 
at certain diftances diffufe around a 
gloomy light, thefe naked. people, 
black as the ore which they handle, 
amidit the fparks proceeding from 
the blows of their hammers, the 
frightful noife occafioned by their la- 
ber, and by the wheels of the hy- 
draulick machines, added to the hor- 
rible figures that I from time to time 
met, with torches in their hands, 
made me abfolutely doubt whether I 
had not really defcended into TYarta- 
rus. But all this was nothing in com- 
parifon of what happened to me when 
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I arrived at the deepeft place, where 
there is a kind of hall, the roof of 
which is fupported by pillars cut 
from the rock, and furrounded by 
benches of the fame fubfance. My 
two conduttors afked me if I would 
not fit down here to reft myfelf a mo- 
ment, and to amufe myfeif with hear- 
ing akind of mufic, the effect of 
which would greatly furprize me.— 
«© What mafic,” afked 1? ‘* It is the 
“¢ ftrange noife,” replied one of them, 
“s which the rocks make in thefe ca- 
‘© verns when they are blown up with 
‘* gun-powder, to facilitate the labor 
“‘ of the pick-axe.” AsI am fond of 
every thing extraordinary, and as I 
was convinced that my guides would 
not expofe themfelves to any danger, 
I confented, upon condition that they 
fhould remain with me. They gave me 
their words with the greater readinefs, 
as this apartment is the only place 
where one is expofed to no rifk, and 
one of them having quitted me to give 
the neceflary orders, returned foon af- 
ter, and feated himfelf by my fide. 
Having waited“a quarter of an hour, 
expoled to great cold, and my pa- 
tience beginning to be exhaufed, [ 
told them that if they delayed much 
longer, I fhould be obliged to depart 
without hearing their mufic ; but I had 
fcarcely pronounced thefe words, when 
an explofion took place, fuch as I ne- 
ver before heard. It was accompanied 
by a flath which lighted thefe fubteran- 
ean regions for a moment, as far as the 
eye could reach, and then left us in the 
blackeft obfcurity ; for the concuflion 
of the air by this dreadful explefion 
had extinguifhed our torches. This 
obfcurity was interrupted only by new 
explofions on the right and left, accom- 
panied each time with momentary 
flafhes. Thefe explofions were re-echoed 
from gallery to gallery with a dread- 
ful noife, like the loudeft thunder; 
the arches under which we fat crack- 
ed, and the earth and the benches 
fhook under us, while the idea that I 
was at the diitance of eleven hun- 
dred and thirty fix feet fromthe fur- 
face of the earth, the fight of my 

Aaz2 guides, 








188 


guides,my domeftic and myfelf,all dref- 
ied in black,whom the flafhes occafion- 
ed by the gun-powder every now and 
then gave me an opportunity of feeing, 
and lJaftly, the fall of fplinters of the 
rock blown up, and the fmell of the 
fmoke, all united, made, I confefs, the 
{mall quantity of hair which I have 
left ftand perfeétly erect. This agree- 
able mufic continued half an hour, 
and left us all ofa fudden in profound 
filence, which,together with the dark- 
nefs and fuffocation occafioned by the 
fmoke of the gun-powder, had fome- 
thing init very frightful. This ope- 
ration is-repeated regularly every day, 
at noon, while the workmen are at 
dinner: the hallin which I was, and 
feveral niches cut out in the rock, 
ferve them as places of thelrer from 
the fplinters. 

*¢ It is the more neceflary to em- 
ploy gun-powderin working this mine, 
as the rock is extremely hard, and as, 
notwithftanding this precaution, the 
miners advance buta very few fathoms 
every year. One of my guides having 
groped about to relight his torch, we 
returned by another route, about half 
as fhort as that by which we had come. 
Before my departure, I was conduéted 
t> a fmall chamber,cut out in the rock, 
from the roof of which hung four luf- 
tres with wax lights, and containing 
a {mall fquare table in the middle, fur- 
rounded by benches, covered with 
cufhions. This fmall apartment, 
which was lined with wood to the 
height of five feet, is the place where 
the council of the mines meet, which 
happens twice ayear. On one fide of 
it are a kitchen and a cellar, cut out 
in the rock, for the convenience of 
thofe who compofe the council, and 
for the accommodation of ftrangers 
who chufe to dine. I here found a 
{mall collation, which Mr. Haldin 
had ordered to be carried hither, and 
I candidly confefs, that it came very 
feafonably. 

** Before Ir:turned to my lodging 
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I vifited all the exterior works, par« 
ticularly the pumps, which are em- 
ployed night and day in drawing the 
water from the mine, for without 
this precaution it would foon be in- 
undated, 

“A ftream which flows from a 
lake on the mountain, and which is 
conveyed by an aqueduét, puts in 
motion a chain five thoufand feet in 
length, and compofed of bars made 
of fir, in which as little iron as poffi- 
ble is employed, on account of the 
vitriolic and coppery vapors which 
arife from the mine. This chain is 
double, and draws the water from a 
refervoir, into which it is raifed by 
the hydraulic machine already men- 
tioned. The water is then carried 
by a fecond aqueduét to the bottom of 
the mountain, into a river which 
runs pait the towa. This mechanifm 
for carrying off the water is almoft the 
fame as that ufed at the iron mine of 
Dannemora, except that the wheel 
which turns the whole is four feet 
more in diameter than that at Danne- 
mora, the one here being forty-eight 
feet, and the other only forty-four ; 
and that a fmall bell is erected here, 
which rings continually while the ma- 
chine is in motion, and which ceafes 
as foon as any part of it is deranged. 
This fignal gives notice of any acci- 
dent to people who are appointed to 
keep the machine in repair, and who 
watch two by two, night and day, 
during the whole year. One of thefe 
two muft take his ftation in a kind of 
fentry box, placed about the middle 
of the chain, and near enough to 
hear the bell: he muft alfo, with the 
afliftance of twelve men, who relieve 
one another, greafe the wheels, pul- 
leys, pivots, &c. every moment, 
Though nothing but copper is ex- 
tracted from this mine, it contains 
fuch a quantity of iron, that the en- 
gineer cannot make any ufe of a com- 
pafs in laying down the plans of his 
work.” 
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BY MR. 


OLITUDE, fays Mr. Zimmer- 

man, puts every thing in its 
proper place. There, one is hap- 
py in being able to think; in pleaf- 
ing a {mall part of mankind, and 
confequently in having abundance of 
leifure to onefelf. To be generally 
hated, is fometimes a_happinels 
worthy of envy. ‘To him who can 
do good in retirement, it would be 
a real curfe to be univerfally be- 
loved, and on that account to find 
every one defirous of paying him 
a vifit, or of inviting him to din- 
ner. But for the moft part, thefe 
are not the people who are princi- 
pally diftinguifhed, or who receive 
the greateft fhare of efteem, and a 
whole city never cries out againft 
a perfon of ordinary charaéter. It 
muft therefore be confefled,that there 
is fomething great in that man whom 
the world abufes, at whom every 
one cafts a ftone, concerning whom 
a thoufand ridiculous ftories are in- 
vented, ‘and to whom a thoufand 
crimes are imputed, of which, how- 
ever, not even one is proved. The 
lot of a man of genius, who lives in 
obfcurity, is by far more enviable. 
He is then left to himfelf, and as it 
appears natural to him that he 
fhou!d not be underftood, he is ne- 
ver furprifed to find that the pub- 
lic judge badly of every thing that 
he does or fays, and that the attempts 
of his friends to reétify the opinions 
of mankind refpeéting him, are al- 
ways unfuccefsful. 

Such was with the multitude, the 
fate of the famous Count Schaum- 
bourg Lippe, better known by the 
title of Count de Buckebourg. I 
never faw in Germany, a man worfe 
underftood or more ridiculed, and 
yet his name deferves to be enrolled 
among thofe of the celebrated cha~ 
tatters of Germany, I formed an 
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acquaintance with him, at a time 
when he lived almoft folitary and re- 
tired from the world ; but he govern- 
ed his fmall territories with the 
greateft prudence. He had, indeed, 
fomething difgufting on the firft ap- 
pearance, and it was this which 
prevented ftrangers from paying at- 
tention to his internal merit. Count 
de Lacy, formerly Embaflador from 
the court of Spain to that of Peterf- 
burg, told me, at Hanover, that he 
was a general in the Spanifh army 
againft the Portuguefe, commanded 
by the Count de Buckebourg,and that 
the external figure of this comman- 
der fo ftruck the Spanifh Generals, 
when they difcovered him with their 
fpy-glaffes, that they all exclaimed, 
‘© What! have the Portuguefe got 
* Don Quixote for their comman- 
“der?” But this Count de Lacy, 
who was a man of great parts, fpoke 
with enthufiafm of the Count de 
Buckebourg’s condué in Portugal, 
and of the greatnefs of his mind and 
charaéter. Jt is true, thatat a dife 
tance, he had a romantic air, on 
account of his military countenance, 
his loofe hair, and his long meagre 
figure, and above all, on account 
of the extraordinary length of the 
oval of his head, which undoubted- 
ly might bring to remembrance 
Don Quixote. But when nearhim, 
one faw and thought in a different 
mauner. Lively and animated fea- 
tures announced his dignity, his pe- 
netration, his fhrewdnefs, his mild- 
nefs of difpofition, his goodnefs, and 
the ferenity of his mind, Exalted 
{entiments and heroic thoughts, were 
to him as familiar and natural, as to 
the greateft of the Greeks or the 
Romans. The Count was born at 
London, and without doubt wasa 
ftrange character. There are few 
people who know what a German 
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Prince told me, that he was fond 
of difputing with the Englifh upon 
every occafion. He wagered, for ex- 
ample, that he would ride from 
London to Edinburgh, with his face 
turned towards the’ horfe’s tail ; and 
inthis manner he actually traverfed 
fome of the counties of England. 
He not only travelled through great 
part of that country, on foot,in com- 
pany with a German Prince, but he 
went through feveral of its counties 
in the habit of a beggar. Being 
once told, that chere was a part of 
the Danube, above Regenfbourg, fo 
¥apid that no perfon was ever able to 
crofs it by fwimming, he took it 
into his head ‘to attempt it, and 
fwam fo far, that it was with 
great difficulty he could be faved. A 
great ftatefman and a profound phi- 
Jofopher, at Hanover, informed me, 
that in the war againft the French, 
in which the Count commanded the 
artillery of the Duke of Brunfwick’s 
army, he one day invited fome Ha- 
noverian officers to dine with him in 
his tent, When all the company 
had fat down to table, feveral can- 
non bullets paffed over the tent. 
The officers, alarmed, all cried out 
that the French were undoubtedly 
approaching. The Count affured 
them that the French were at a great 
diftance, and begged his guefts to 
finifh their dinner. Ina few mo- 
ments after fome more bullets brufh- 
ed the top of the tent, upon which 
the officers ftarted up, crying out, 
**The French are certainly upon 
** us.” ** No, no,” faid the Count, 
* the French are not upon us,be feat- 
“© ed, gentlemen, and _ believe my 
“ word.” The bullets, however, ffill 
continued to fly over their heads, but 
the officers eat and drank quietly, 
though they could net compre- 
hend the meaning of this fingular 
entertainment. At length the Count 
rifing up, faid to them, ‘* Gentle- 
*© men, I was defirous of fhewing 
*‘ you how much I can depend up- 
“on thofe who direé& my artille- 
*‘ ry; for I ordered them to’ fire 
*‘ with bullets, and to aim at the 
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** ball on the top of our tent, and 
** you fee they have done it with 
** the greateft nicety!” The philo- 
fophic reader will readily perceive 
in thefe fingularities, a man who 
wifhed to accuftom himfelf and 
others to every thing that appear- 
ed difficult, Being one day with the 
Count near a powder magazine, 
which he had ordered to be built 
below his bed-chamber, in the fort 
of Wilhelmftein, I obferved to him 
that I fhould fleep very little there 
during the warm nights of fum- 
mer, but the Count proved to me, 
I know not in what manner, that 
the greateft danger and no danger 
are all the fame. When I firft 
faw this extraordinary man in com- 
pany with an Englifh and a Por- 
tuguefe officer, he difcourfed with 
me for two hours, on Haller’s phy- 
fiology, which he knew by heart. 
Next morning I was obliged to ac- 
company him to the fort of Wil- 
helmftein, which he had conftru&ed 
in the midft of water, without find- 
ing a fingle foot of earth, and after 
plans which he fhewed me. In this 
excurfion, he himfelf managed the 
oars. One Sunday morning, ir the 
grand alley at Pyrmont, whilft all 
the company round us were dancing, 
making love, or fhewing themfelves 
to the beft advantage, he dif- 
courfed with me for two hours, with 
as much eafe as if we had been alone, 
concerning all the proofs hitherto 
brought of the exiftence of God, the 
deficiencies of thefe proofs, and in 
what manner he thought it ftill pof- 
fible to furpafs them all ; and that 
none of this leffon might efcape me, 
he held me by one of the buttons of 
my coat during the whole time. At 
his refidence at Buckebourg, he 
fhewed me a large folio, written by 
his own hand, onthe art of defend- 
ing a fmall ftate againft a great pow- 
er, a work finifhed and intended for 
the king of Portugal ; but he read 
many paffages of it which concerned 
Swifferland. The Count told me that 
he confidered the Swifs as invincible. 


He notonly named all the important 
polts, 
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pofts, which itwould be neceffary to 
occupy, butalfo roads through which 
a cat could not pafs without difficul- 
ty. Ido not know if any thing has 
ever been written of greater impor- 
tance tomy country than this work, 
for he fhewed me in his manufcript, 
moft pertinent anfwers to every 
objection that a Swifs could have 
ftarted. My friend Mofes Mendel- 
fhon, to whom the Count read the 
preface of this work at Pyrmont, con- 
fidered it as a matter piece in regard 
to ftyle and philofophy. When he 
chofe, the Count wrote French al- 
moft as well as Voltaire, but in Ger- 
man he was too affected, too diffufe, 
and too obfcure. What adds to 
his praife is, that on his return from 
Portugal, he had with him for feve- 
ral years two of the ableft men of 
Germany, firft Abbt and then Her- 
der. Thofe who have obferved him 
longer, and with more attention 
than [, could relate a thoufand things 
equally remarkable of this truly 
great and extraordinary man. I fhall 
clofe this account of him with one 
fentence. Count William de Schaum- 
bourg-Lippe read much, he was a 
great obferver, faw men through and 
through, was fond of no kind of 
game, and he finiled rarely, orwhen he 
did, it was only ina {neering manner. 


Such was the charater of this 
felitary man, always fo ill under- 
ftood. Such a perfon may well 
{mile, when he fees mankind ridi- 
cule him. But what will be the 
fhame and confufion of thefe partial 
judges, when they behold the grand 
monument which the great Men- 
delfhon has raifed to his memory, 
or the judicious hiftory of his life, 
juft publithed by a young man at 
Hanover, in which impartial po- 
fterity will obferve depth of thought, 
majefty of ityle, and much truth 
and fincerity ? 

He who is laughed at, asthe Count 
de Schaumbourg-Lippe was a thou- 
fand times in my prefence, on ace 
count of his long vifage, his floating 
hair, his large hat, and his {mall 
fword, but who like him is a great 
man and a hero,may well {mile fome- 
times, Count de Buckebourg, how- 
ever, always laughed at the world, 
or at mankind with good humour, 
and without any thing mifanthropic 
in his difpofition. He lived in a 
fmall country houfe, in the midft 
of a foreft, often alone, or in the 
company of a virtuous woman whom 
he had chofen for his wife, with 
whom he did not appear to me to , 
be in love, buz for whom he broke 
his heart when fhe died. 


MISCELLANEOUS ANECDOTES. 


N a manufcript, which is now in 

one of the richeft libraries in 
Paris, we are told, that the Count 
de Ligneville and Count d’Autri- 
court, twins, defcended from an an- 
cient family in Lorraine, refem- 
bled each other fo much, that when 
they put on the fame kind of drefs, 
which they did now and then for 
amuiement, their fervants could not 
diftinguith the one from the cther. 
Their voice, gait, and deportment, 
were the fame, and thefe marks of 
refemblance were fo perfect, that 
they often threw their friends, and 
even their wives, into the greatett 
embarrafiment. Being both Captains 


of light horfe, the one would put 
himfelf at the head of the other’s 
fquadron, without the officers ever 
fulpeéting the change. 

Count d’Autricourt having com- 
mitted fome crime, the Count de 
Ligneville never fuffered his bro- 
ther to go out without accompany- 
ing him, and the fear of feizing 
the innocent, inftead of the guilty, 
rendered the orders to arreft the 
former of no avail.- One day Count 
de Ligneville fent for a barber, and 
after having fuffered him to thave 
one half of his beard, he pretended 
to have fome occafion to go into the 
next apartment, and putting his 
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night-gown upon his brother, who 
was concealed there, and tucking the 
cloth, which he had about his neck, 
under his chin, made him fit down in 
the place which he had juft quitted. 
The barber immediately refumed his 
ration, and was proceeding to 
finifh what he had begun, as he fup- 
fed, but, to his great aftonifhment, 
re found that a new beard had f{prung 
up. Not doubting that the perfon 
under his hands was the devil, he 
roared out with terror, and funk 
down in a fwoon on the floor. Whilft 
they were endeavouring to recal him 
to life, Count d’Autricourt retired 
again into the clofet, and Count de 
Ligneville, who was half fhaved, re- 
turned to his former place. This 
was a new caufe of furprife to the 
poor barber, who now imagined that 
all he had feen was a dream, and he 
could not be convinced of the truth, 
until he beheld the two brothers to- 
ether. The fympathy which fub- 
fted between thefe brothers was no 
lefs fingular than their refemblance. 
Tf one fell fick, the other was indif- 
pofed alfo; if one received a wound, 
the other felt pain, and this was the 
cafe with every misfortune that befel 
them ; fo that, on this account, they 
watched over each other’s condutt 
with the greateft care and attention. 
But what is ftill more aftonifhing, 
they both often had the fame dreams. 
The day that Count d’Autricourt was 
attacked in France ‘by the fever, of 
which he died, Count de Ligneville 
was attacked by the fame in Bavaria, 
and would have funk under it like his 
brother, adds the manufcript, had 
he not made a vow to our lity of 
Altenting. If all thefe fats are true, 
which we very much doubt, it muft 
be allowed, that they are fufficient to 
confound the penetration of the moft 
fagacious philofophers, and that they 
lainly fhew that there are many dif- 


coveries {till to be made in the fyftem 
of nature. 

Muret relates, that he dictated one 
day to a young Corfican an innumer- 
able multitude of Greek, Latin, and 
words, 


barbarous all unconneéied 
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with one another, and for the nioft 
part unintelligible; and that, when 
he was tired of dictating, the Corfi- 
can repeated them all, without the 
leaft_hefitation, reverfing the order, 
and beginning at the. laft. This 
young man aflured him, that he could 
eafily repeat, in the fame manner, 
thirty-fix thoufand. He even did 
more ; he undertook to teach his art 
to a young Venetian, who complain- 
ed of having a bad memory ; and af- 
ter fix days prattice, he accuftomed 
him to remember five hundred verfes. 
The emperor Maximilian bein 

fick, fent for feveral phyficians, wit 

a view rather to amufe himfelf than 
to follow their prefcriptions. When 
they were all affembled, he faid to 
each of them in turn, Quot? The 
phyficians were quite aftonifhed at 
this queftion, and could not conceive 
what the prince meant; but one 
among them, who had a little more 
penetration than the reft, and who 
comprehended that the monarch, by 
this monofyllable, enquired how many 
patients each of them had difpatched 
to the other world,. taking his beard 
in his hand, replied, Tot; fignify- 
ing, that he had deftroyed as many 
patients as there were ee in his 
beard. ‘This witty anfwer pleafed the 
emperor, and procured him a very 
favorable reception. 

Saint Romuald,the founder of the or- 
der of the Camaldules, having refolved 
to embrace the hermitical life, put him- 
felf under the care of a pious man, na- 
med Marin, who lived very reclufe. 
Mildnefs was noneof this man’s virtues, 
and his feverity was fufficient to have 
difgufted any one of lefs refolution 
than Romuald ; for every time that 


-his fcholar committed the leaft fault 


in reading, the mercilefs Marin gave 
him a fevere blow with a ftick on the 
left fide of his head. Romuald fuf- 
fered this treatment for a long time 
with great patience ; but at length he 
faid to Marin one day, ‘* 1 am almoft 
‘* become deaf on the left fide; I 
“ beg, therefore, that you will be fo 
“ kind hereafter as to ftrike me on the 


* right,” 
Joba 
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John IJ. King of Portugal, was 
begged one day by a gentleman, nam- 
ed Ruy Souza, who was greatly op- 
preffed with debt, to have the conde- 
{cenfion to fpeak to him in the fireets. 
His Majefty agreed, and going out 
with Souza, converfed with him for 
fome time, and afked him if that ho- 
nor was fufficient. Souza thanked his 
Majefty, and replied that it was. 
Next morning a merchant, who did 
not doubt of Souza’s being in great 
favor, lent him fix thoufand crowns, 
of which he at that time ftood in the 
greateft need. 

Kiuperli Nuuman, who was made 
Vizir in 1710, had conceived a fool- 
ifh idea, that there was always a fly 
upon his nofe. He would attempt to 
drive it away with his hand every now 
and then, but it always remained; 
and though the moft celebrated phyfi- 
cians were confulted, they were not 
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able to cure him of his phrenzy. A 
Frenchman, however, named Le Duc, 
was more fuccefsful. ‘This phyfician 
did not endeavour, like the re, to 
convince his patient by learned argu- 
ments that what he faw was only an 
illufion, but, on the very firit vifit, 
he feemed aftonifhed at the fize of the 
importunate fly which incommoded 
the Vizir’s nofe, and by thefe means 
he gained his confidence. He at firft 
ordered him fome harmlefs phyfic, un- 
der pretence of purging him ; and at 
length, one fine day, he prepared to 
cut off the fly. Taking out a {mall 
knife, he drew it gently over the Vi- 
zir’s nofe, and after this operation 
fhewed him a large dead fly, which he 
had kept concealed inhishand. Kiu- 
perli immediately cried out, that this 
was the fly which had fo long tor- 
mented him, and by this addrefs he 
was cured of his folly. 


DESCRIPTION or tut CUCULUS INDICATOR, ano tue RATEL, 


BY DR. SPARMAN. 


H E Cuculus Indicator,* is found 

in the interior parts of Africa, 
at a confiderable diftance from the 
Cape of Good Hope, where it is en- 
tirely unknown. ‘The firft place in 
which ] heard mention made of it, 
was in a wood, called Groot Vaader’- 
bofch, or the Wood of the Great Fa- 
ther, fituated in a defart, near a river, 
known to the Hottentots by the name 
of T’kan? kai. The Dutch, who live 
in the neighbourhood, call this bird 
Honig Wifer, the Honey Guide, on 
account of the inftin@ with which it 
points out wild honey to ftrangers. 
Its color has nothing in it either beau- 
tiful or ftriking, and it is much fmal- 
ler than our European cuckoo; but 
the means it employs to procure itfelf 
food are truly wonderful. This bird 
conduéts not only the Dutch and the 
Hottentots to thofe {pots, where they 
find hives of wild bees, but it direéts 
thither alfo a kind of quadruped, 
called the Rasel: honey being its fa- 


* See fig. 1f 


Vor, Ill. 





vorite food, it is much interefted in 
caufing the hives to be plundered, as 
fomething is always left for its hare. 
It is in the morning and the evening 
that it goes in queft of its food, and 
it is then heard to make ufe of a cry 
fomething like chirr, chirr, which 
thofe who fearch for honey confider 
as a fignal for them to follow. From 
time to time they reply by a foft 
whiftle, and the bird on hearing them 
continues its cry. As foon as it comes 
in fight, it begins to fly round and 
round, advancing towards the place 
where the honey is, always repeating 
its cry, and if by chance it happens 
to get to a confiderable diftance be- 
fore its followers, who are fometimes 
{topped in their progrefs by thick 
bufhes, rivers, and other obftacles, 
it returns towards them, redoubling 
its noife, as if to reproach them for 
their indolence. At length the bird 
is feen hovering for a few minutes 
over a certain fpot, after which it re- 


in the plate. 
tures 
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tires in filence below a bufh, or perches 
upon fome tree in the neighbourhood, 

, and a neft of bees is always found 
precifely in the place which it marks 
eut, either in the trunk of a tree, a 
hollow rock, or, what is moft com- 
monly the cafe, in the earth, Whilft 
the people are bufy in taking out the 
honey, the bird waits patiently for its 
fhare of the booty, and is obferved to 
be very attentive to every thing that 
is going forward. They never fail to 
leave a {mall part for their conduétor, 
but they take care not toleave fo much 
as may fatisfy its appetite; it is there- 
fore obliged to commit « new att of 
treachery, and to difcover another 
neft of bees, in hopes of being better 
rewarded. It is remarked, that in 
proportion as this bird approaches the 
concealed hive, its cry becomes more 
frequent, and its impatience feems to 
be redoubled. 

I have often had an opportunity of 
feeing this bird, and I have witneffed 
the deitruction of feveral republics of 
bees by its means; 1 could, however, 
only fhoot two of them, which gave 
confiderable offence to the Hottentots 
who accompanied me. It was fuppofed 
that they were two females. The in- 
habitants, in general, accufe this bird 
of fometimes conduéting thofe who 
follow it to the dens of wild beatts, 
and the abode of venomous ferpents. 
I have never had occafion to afcertain 
the truth of this report, but I confi- 
der fuch cafes as merely accidental, 
when ferocious animals may happen to 
be in the neighbourhood of bees nefts. 

Whilf I was in the interior parts 
of the country, I was fhewn a neft, 
which fome peafants aflured me was 
that of this bird. It was compofed 
of a tiffue of delicate filaments, or 
fibres of bark, and conftruéted in the 
form of a bottle. The neck and 
mouth were inclined downwards, and 
a cord, forming a kind of handle, 
was fufpended acrofs the opening, 
which perhaps ferved the bird to 
perch on as a refting place. 

The Raze/,* thus named in Africa 


¥ Scethe plate, fig, 2d. 
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by the Hottentots, appears to be the 
fame kind of animal as Mr. de La 
Caille faw near Piquet Berg, and of 
which he has fpoken under the name 
of the Stinking Badger, although nei- 
ther that author nor I remarked in this 
animal any difagreeable fmell. Mr. 
de La Caille does not fay a fingle word 
of the extraordinary induftry of the 
Ratel ; befides, he defcribes the 
claws, efpecially thofe of the hind 
feet, to be much fmaller than they 
really are. Schreber has given a de- 
fcription and a figure of this animal, 
under the name of the Szinkbinks, or 
Viverra Capenfis; but, in my opinion, 
he has made the tail and the claws too 
fhort, the head too large and un- 
fhapely, and in color too black below. 
Mr. Schreber fays, that this animal 
is very fond of honey, and this par- 
ticularity is confirmed by the account 
of it which I publifhed in the ‘Tranf- 
actions of the Swedifh Academy, and 
which I fhall here repeat. 

In the fouthern part of Africa, near 
the Cape, there are found a great 
number of holes, or fubterranean paf- 
fages, fome of which are inhabited, 
and others have been fo, by different 
animals that have dug them. In the 
mouths of fome of thefe holes bees are 
accuftomed to make their nefts; and 
the Rate/, their natural enemy, has a 
peculiar manner of difcovering and 
es them in their entrench- 
ments: his long claws, which he em- 
ploys to form a lodging for himfelf 
under the earth, ferve him alfo to 
deftroy thofe of the bees, As the 
time of fun fet is the moft favorable to 
the failor, who from the fummit of 
the maft wifhes to defcry land or a 
diitant fail, in the like manner the 
fame period is probably the moft con- 
venient for the Ra/e/ to difcover where 
he can procure a fupper. At that 
time, as I have been informed, this 
animal feats itfelf on the ground, 
holding one of its paws before its eyes, 
to prevent the rays of the fun from 
hurting them, and to enable it better 
to diftinguith the objeét it is in fearch 


of, 
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of. It then looks round on every 
fide. and if it obferves any bees, it 
immediately follows them, as it knows 
that they proceed direétly to their 
nefts. Befides, the Rate/ has the fame 
fagacity as the Hottentots, the Caf- 
fres, and the peafants of Africa, to 
follow the fmall bird above defcribed, 
which, as has been obferved, conduéts 
thofe who follow it to the nefts of the 
bees. 

The hair of the Rave/ is rough, and 
its fkin hard: the inhabitants fay that 
they can never kill it, but by giving 
it repeatedly fevere blows on the muz- 
zle, by fhooting it, or by ftabbing it 
with a knife. The fmallnefs of its 
legs does not permit it to fave itfelf b 
flight, when purfued by dogs; but it 
efcapes from them fometimes by means 
of its teeth and its claws. ‘The hard- 
nefs of its fkin defends it from their 
tecth, and when they attempt to bite 
it, the fkin, as is faid, detaches itfelf 
from the flefh, and leaves the body 
enclofed as it were in a bag. When 
feized by the fkin of the neck, near 
the head, it can even then turn round 
and bite the arm of the perfon who 
holds it, A pack of dogs, which are 
able all together to deftroy a middle- 
fized lion, are fometimes forced, af- 
ter an obftinate engagement with the 
Ratel, to retire, and leave it upon the 
{pot dead only in appearance. Mr. 
de La Caille relates of a Stinking Bad- 
ger, that after being dragged by dogs 
to his carriage, it was ftill alive. tt 
is very certain, that upon the fkin of 
the Rate/, which I brought home with 
me, there was fcarcely a mark of 
teeth to be feen, though the animal 
was attacked and killed by dogs. Is 
it not probable, that in making the 
Ratel the deftroyer of bees, Nature has 
given it this impenetrable hide, to 
defend it from the ftings of thefe irri- 
tated infefts? And may it not be 
poffible, that the thicknefs and hard- 
nefs of its fkin, are owing to the wax 
and the honey upon which it feeds? 

The bees nefts which are placed 
on trees, have nothing to fear from 
the Rate/; but when he finds his re- 
fearches and his difcovery of no avail, 
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he gnaws the bottom of the tree out 
of {pite, and the marks of his teeth 
are a certain fign to the Hottentots 
that there is honey in the tree in 
which they are feen. Thefe proper- 
ties attributed to the Pave/, are, no 
doubt, furprifing, and I fhould have 
doubted the truth of them, had I not 
received the fame account, without 
any variation, from the inhabitants 
of different cantons. 

As I never had the good fortune to 
kill a Ratel myfelf, 1 muft be con- 
tented with giving the following de- 
fcription of it from the fkin:—The 
fore teeth were fix in each jaw, al- 
moft of the fame fize, and flat on the 
top, no doubt from having been ufed. 
The canine teeth were two in each 
jaw, ftrong and large, in refpect to 
the reft of the body of the animal, 
but blunted alfo, and perhaps from the 
fame caufe. ‘The grinders were fix, 
and of a yellow color, as well as the 
former, which proceeded, no doubt, 
from itseating honey. The legs, which 
were fhort, had five toes, armed with 
claws about an inch and a half long on 
the fore feet, and about half as fhort 
on thofe behind. ‘Thefe claws had 
on one fide a fharp edge, which, for 
half their length, became double, or 
was hollowed out into a deep groove; 
and this enables it to dig holes under 
the earth with more facility. It had 
no gars, but only two fmall holes at 
the bottom of a larger opening, which 
enables it to hear. 

The forehead, the neck, the fhoul- 
ders, the back, and the tail, were of 
a cinder grey; but the muzzle, the 
part around the eyes, the jaws, the 
ears, the under part of the neck, the 
breaft, the belly, the thighs, and the 
legs, were black. The grey and the 
black parts of the fkin were feparated 
by a ftripe of brighter grey, about an 
inch broad, which extended from the 
ears to the tail. ‘This fkin was forty 
inches in length from the muzzle to 
the tail, which was twelve inches; 
the claws of the fore feet, compre- 
hending the toes, were one inch three 
quarters, and thofe of the hind feet 


only one inch. 
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LETTER VII. 


TO DR. 


HAVE never, my dear door, 
J known fo well how to appreciate 
the advantages of living in a polifhed 
n@ion, as fince I have refided among 
a barbarous people. Never has the 
convenience of our highways ftruck 
me fo much, as when I have been 
obliged to travel through thick woods 
and deep marfhes. How much would 
a peregrination of eight days, in the 
manner I have travelled for fome 
time paft, change the ideas of thofe 
delicate Europeans who are continu- 
ally complaining of bad inns, and of 
the fatigues they endure in their 
journeys! In this country there are 
neither inns, poft chaifes, nor oblig- 
ing and attentive landlords. One 
muft not expect to find here broad 
highways, beaten and fhady paths, 
or places for repofing and refrefhing 
onefelf ; too happy, if at the end of 
a fatiguing journey one can meet with 
a {mall hut, or a wretched couch! 
But this is never to be expected. 

To travel in this barbarous country, 
one muft forget Europe, and renounce 
thofe effeminate habits contraéted in 
infancy, which afterwards become 
wants almoft indifpenfible. If diffi- 
culties difcourage, and dangers af- 
fright; if one does not enjoy a robuft 
conftitution, inured to fatigue; if 
one cannot accommodate onefelf to 
every thing, and, in a word, become 
aman of all countries, he ought ne- 
ver to think of quitting his own. 

The only method of travelling 
commodioufly in Barbary, is to have 
a tent to onefelf, and to lay in a fuffi- 
ciency of provifions; but fometimes 
this precaution isimpoffible. In fuch 
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a,cafe, you muft be contented to put 
up with the tents of the Moors, dirty 
and difgufting as they are; but, above 
all, you mutt accuftom yourfelf to 
their coarfe and unpalatable food. 
How often muft you depart in the 
morning, without knowing where you 
will arrive in the evening! How 
oft, lofing yourfelf in ‘thefe defarts, 
muft you fearch out your way amidft 
thorny brakes, thick forefts, fteep 
rocks, and burning fands; fometimes 
ftopped by a river, which you mutt 
wade through, by a lake which you 
muft walk round, or by a marth, 
which you cannot crofs without dan- 
ger; fometimes fcorched by the fun, 
or drenched by the rain, and at others 
dying with thirft, without being able 
to find the fmalleft {pring to quench 
it! Ifyou carry no provifions with 
you, it will be impoflible for you to 
take any refrefhment before night. 
This is the only time at which the 
Moors make a regular repaft, or can 
offer any food toa ftranger. 

But wheu night arrives, that period 
of repofe for the traveller in Europe, 
it is not fo for the African traveller. 
He muft then choofe outa dry fituation, 
and well fheltered, to ereét his tent; 
he muft unfaddle his horfes, unload 
his mules, cut wood, light fires. and 
take every precaution that prudence 
diftates, to defend himfelf againft fe- 
rocious animals and robbers. It is 
fafeft to encamp not far from the 
tents of the Arabs, when one can find 
them. They furnifh many fuccours 
when they are traétable, and they are 
always fo when they fee one with a 
fufficient guard, . 
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It is on the bare ground, or at moft 
covered with a mat, that the Moors 
repofe ; and it is thus that the travel- 
ler muft refolve to pafs the night, un- 
lefs he be provided with a matrafs, 
which, however, he muft renounce 
when he meets with much rain. Be- 
fides, as all luggage is incommodious, 
it will be better to adopt at firft the 
cuftom of the Moors, to which one 
muft come either foon or late. 

With regard to the precautions ne- 
ceflary for my fafety, I proceeded in 
the following manner: Before I 
quitted La Calle, J began by enquiring 
what nations carried on the greateit 
trade with the company, and among 
whom a Chriftian could go with the 
leaft danger. I took with me fome 
Arabs, on whofe fidelity I could de- 
pend; and I gave them to underftand, 
that my intention in traverfing that 
country, was to fearch for plants ufe- 
ful in medicine. ‘This is the only 
motive which one can affign to men 
who cannot conceive how people can 
be induced to vifit them from curiofi- 
ty alone, and how they can travel 
merely for the fake of pleafure. They 
are, befides, much inclined to fufpect 
ftrangers who come amongit them of 
fome treacherous defign, and that 
they with to make obfervations. But 
the title of phyfician, to which they 
affix great confideration, infpires them 
with confidence, and renders them 
more tractable. As foon as I am re- 
ceived among any tribe, I endeavour 
to gain over their chief to my inte- 
refts, and IJ almoft always obtain 
fome horfemen, who accompany me 
to other tribes, in friendfhip with 
them, and to, whom I am recommend- 
ed. Thefe horfemen {wear by their 
lives to bring me back fafe: if, on 
my return, | made any complaint 
againft them, they would be feverely 
punifhed by their chief who fent 
them. By thefe means I have been 
able to penetrate amongft thefe blood- 
thirfty people, and by degrees to ven- 
ture farther from the coaft. In my 
following letters, I fhall give you an 
account of my travels, and of my 
obfervations; but I cannot terminate 
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this, without fome refleftions on the 
kind of life to which I have been fub- 
jected fince I left La Calle. 

There are a multitude of national 
prejudices, my dear doétor, which 
one cannot get rid of, but by fuch 
journeys as that in which I am now 
engaged, All civilized nations re- 
femble one another. The chara¢terif- 
tic marks which diftinguifh them are 
not fufficiently prominent ; to obferve 
them, one muft have a delicacy and 
acutenefs of judgement far above the 
common. Every nation, without 
doubt, has its peculiar chara¢ter, cuf- 
toms, and manners, but they are all 
guided by common principles; and 
all, more or lefs enlightened by the 
arts and the fciences, endeavor to 
unite around them the conveniencies 
and comforts of life. Amongit a po- 
lifhed people, genius, active and Ji\ _- 
ly, is continually inventing and bring- 
ing fomething to perfection: it em- 
bellifhes the habitation of man, and 
converts to his ufe the productions of 
nature; but thefe boafted convenien- 
cies, thefe fweets of focial life, are 
fo many bonds which render a mana 
{lave to a number of factitious wants, 
and make him an unhappy being, 
when his riches or his labour cannot 
fupply them. Accuftomed, from in- 
fancy, to enjoy thefe advantages, we 
believe them fo effential to our ex- 
iftence, that to procure them, we for- 
get the labor, the fatigue, and the 
pain which they coftus. We exhauit 
our ftrength, deftroy our health, and 
facrifice our moft valuable moments to 
the acquifition of a fortune, which 
often eicapes from us; and even on 
the brink of the grave we ftill form 
gtand projects, in the hope of poffef- 
fing a falfe happinefs, which death in 
a moment {natches from us. Born 
amidft thefe prejudices, I retained 
them till now, and I lamented thefe 
wandering tribes, to whom our grand 
difcoveries are unknown, and who 
have neither bread, beds, nor houfes. 
it was a great deal for me to believe 
in their exiftence, but I could not 
imagine that fuch a kind of life could 
ever be endured by an European. 
Experience, 
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Experience, my dear door, has 
undeceived me. I not only know 
thefe men, whom I thought fo wretch- 
ed, but I even refide amongft them, 
and live in the fame manner as they. 
¥ followed theircuftoms at firft through 
neceflity, and now I have adopted 
them by habit. ‘They eat no bread, 
they are ignorant of the art of cook- 
ing victuals, and water is their only 
drink. But what is the confequence ? 
They are more healthy, more robuft, 
and difeafes are uncommon amongtt 
them. ‘They have no houfes; but in 
this happy climate a piece of canvafs, 
a hut covered with leaves, or the hol- 
low of a rock, is fufficient, in the worft 
weather, to defend one from the in- 
juries of the air. They fleep in their 
clothes, and often amidft moifture. 
Would it not, therefore, appear that 
they muft be attacked by that crowd 
of diftempers with which medicine 
threatens thofe in Europe who fhould 
attempt to do the fame thing? I 
confefs to you, my dear doftor, that 
J was a little frightened when I found 
myfelf obliged, for the firft time, to 
make ufe of a Moorifh bed. I was 
opprefied with fatigue, and this was 
an excellent foporific. I flept well, 
but finding my clothes wet when I 
awoke, I was apprehenfive for my 
health. Luckily, f felt no other incon- 
venience except that of having my fides 
a little fore: but this was of no con- 
fequence ; they were foon accuftomed 
to the hard earth for a bed, as well as 
my head to my faddle for a pillow. 
I can affure you, my dear doétor, 
that, with a little cuftom, one fleeps 
as foundly in this manner, as in a bed 
furrounded with curtains. Sleep, 
which then never exceeds the bounds 

refcribed by nature, diffufes the 
Palfam of health through all the or- 
gans. Refpiration becomes more 
lively, and one feems animated by a 
new exiftence, which one would re- 
gret to lofe by too much indulgence. 

Pefides this, at the moment when 
one awakes there is‘another pleafure, 
which few can appreciate, becaufe 
few know how to enjoy the beauties of 
Nature. In the midft of thefe filcat 
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defarts the morning appears, the ho- 
rizon glows with its ruddy light, and 
its rays gild the fummits of the diftant 
mountains. By little and little the 
plains are illuminated, the furround- 
ing objects appear diftin@ly, the flow- 
ers expand, and fcent the gale with 
their perfume ; the birds fhake their 
plumage, and falute the new day; 
and in a moment all nature is en- 
livened, and every where prefents the 
moit enchanting profpects. The goat 
is fufpended on the projeéting rocks, 
the ox crops his food in the verdant 
mead, the lamb bleats by the fide of 
its mother, and the whole coantry 
becomes a true picture of the paftoral 
life. Thefe are pleafures I fhall never 
forget---pleafures unknown to thofe 
who can fleep only in fome gloomy 
alcove. Ihave the honor to be, &c, 


LETTER IX. 


TO THE SAME, 


Berore I quit La Calle, I muf fay 

a few words more, my dear doétor, 
refpefting the nations that furround 
it. This place ferves as a boundary 
between the kingdoms of Tunis and 
Algiers. ‘The country on the eaft is 
inhabited by the Nadis,a ferocious peo- 
le, who have rendered themfelves 
independent only to be cruel with 
impunity; a fanguinary nation, who 
delight in war becaufe it affords them 
more opportunities of butchering their 
fellow-creatures; a perfidious nation, 
who fign treaties of peace only to fur- 
prize the unfufpe€ting enemy with the 
greater facility ; and, laftly, a bafe and 
daftardly nation, who never quit their 
mountains but when favored by the 
darknefs of night, and who never at- 
tack their antagonifts but by treachery, 
or when they know them to be with- 
outdefence. The-Beys of Tunis and 
of Conftantine have in vain attempted 
to fubdue them ; the Nadis have al- 
ways eluded their attacks; but they 
pay fome trifling tribute, that they 
may not be too much interrupted in 
the commerce which they carry on 
with 





Letters refpeéting Barbary. 


with La Calle. They cultivate a few 
fields, and rear flocks ; “but when pur- 
fued they abandon the plains, and 
feck liberty in the hollow caverns of 
their inacceflible rocks. At continual 
war with their neighbours, they are 
harrafied alfo with inteftine divifions, 
and never unite but to do mifchief. 
Their lives are wretched, turbulent, 
and reftlefs; they have fcarce food 
fufficient to fupport them; they are 
dirty, fubje&t to many cutaneous dif- 
orders, and are covered with rags. 
Invited by the beauty of the profpetis, 
I had the imprudence lately to pene- 
trate about half a league into their 
country; and having defcended into 
adeep valley, covered with thick un- 
derwood, whilft I was bufily employed 
in fearching for plants, fome of their 
women perceived me, and fet fire to 
the béfhes which hung over my 
head. I had only time to fave my- 
felf by forcing my way through the 
flames. 

The country fituated to the weft of 
La Calle is known by the name of 
Mazoule, It is very extenfive, and 
well cultivated. The different tribes 
who inhabit it, the moft confiderable 
of which are the Ouxledy-Dieb, the 
Zulmis, the Ouled-Hamet, the Ould- 
Stiet, the Ben-Amet, and the Agéect- 
Chair, are all fubject to one chief. 
It is with thefe Arabs that La Calle 
carries on the principal trade. As 
I propofed to begin my travels through 
thefe different tribes, the friendfhip of 
Ali-Bey, their chief, was of the great- 
eft importance, and I did not doubt 
that the conne¢tion fubfifting between 
him and the factory would fecure me 
a favourable reception. 

I departed, therefore, from La 
Calle, in order to pay him a vifit, ac- 
companied by two of his attendants, 
and his fecretary, As I was defirous 
of turning this journey to the advan- 
tage of my botanical refearches, I 
made feveral excurfions, and ftopped 
in fuch places as appeared to be moft 
favorable to vegetation, though the 
feafon began to be hot, and the earth 
to be ftripped of its verdure. 


After traverfing the plains of Ter- 


199 


raillanne and Beamarchand, where 
the Chriftians fend to cut grafs necef- 
fary for the nourifhment of their cat- 
tle, I penetrated into the forefts and 
mountains by which they are termi- 
nated. Lobferved there moft delight. 
ful retreats, and groves which are con- 
tinually refrefhed by the ftreams that 
meander along below their fhade. The 
air there is perfumed by a number of 
odoriferous plants, and one walks in 
the midft of myrtles, barberry, and 
mezereon bufhes. ‘The fight is con- 
tinually recreated by a mixture of 
the moft beautiful flowers ; by rofe- 
laurels, which rife in tufts from the 
middle of the bufhes ; by pomegranate- 
trees, interfperfed with wild rofes; 
and, in fhort, by a parterre, the fplen- 
dor of which is far fuperior to any 
thing that can be produced by the 
fy mmetry of art. 

During winter, thefe enchanting 
little hills, inftead of prefenting a dif- 
mal and uniform covering of fnow, 
are enamelled with feveral beautiful 
fpecies of narciffufes, with tulips, ra- 
nunculuffes, and anemonies. Thefe 
are fucceeded by the orchis, and others, 
varied to infinitum. In the {pring 
are feen the ftar of Bethlem, the dai- 
fodil, the flower-de-luce, and vaft 
plains of yellow lupins, as fweet to the 
{mell as agreeable to the fight; and in 
autumn the large fea-leek, and a multi- 
tude of fmall flowers, of all colors, 
feveral of which have never yet been 
defcribed. I never faw, in any part, 
the kingdom of Flora fo brilliant. 

I at length left thefe delicious 
abodes, to traverfe the banks of thofe 
large lakes which are fo. noxious to 
the inhabitants of La Calle, but 
which the naturalift muft quit with 
regret. ‘They are near feven leagues 
in circumference, encreafe confidera- 
bly by the rains in winter, and in part 
become dry by the exceilive heats of 
fummer. They are at all times co- 
vered with immenfe flocks of aquatic 
fowls, the greater part of which are 
excellent eating. 

From thefe lakes I proceeded to 
Caffen, a delightful fpot, where fe- 
veral Arab tribes have fixed their re- 

fidence, 
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fidence. To go thither, one muft, 
under a burning climate, the ardor of 
which no fhade can moderate, pafs 
very —_——- roads, over fhifting 
fands, pointed rocks, and bufhes al- 
moft impenetrable; but at the fame 
time it muft be confeffed, that there 
are few places more favored by nature. 
This delightful country is refrefied 
by feveral fprings of pure water, 
and numerous fig-trees form rutal re- 
treats, under which the inhabitants 
and their flocks retire during the 
great heats of the day. The paitures 
here are abundant and delicate, and 
clumps of trees are often to be found. 
The little hills are covered with 
woods of the cork-tree. This place 
is fituated on the borders of the fea, 
and affords a very extenfive view over 
its liquid plain. ‘The Moors received 
me with friendfhip, at leaft in appear- 
ance, and offered me milk and fruits. 
I fhall not detain you longer, my 
dear doétor, with a defcription of all 
the places I have vifited, as I found na- 
ture the fame every where, only a lit- 
tle diverfified. All this country has a 
wild romantic appearance, and the 
cultivated fields are at a great diftance 
one from the other. ‘The Moors 
choofe for their eftablifhments places 
in the neighbourhood of paftures and 
fprings ; and if water or grafs happens 
to fail them, they remove, and feek 
for them fomewhere elfe. 
Before I conduct you to Ali-Bey, I 
fhall ftop at Souk, where he keeps his 
flaves. You mutt not here affix to the 
word flave the fame idea as is gene- 
rally affixed toit in Europe. Thofe 
of Ali-Bey do not differ from the other 
Moors, except that they labor en- 
tirely for their chief, who feeds them, 
and ,fupplies them with every thing 
neceflary. They cannot quit the 
country without his permiffion, but 
the reft of the Moors hold them in 
high eftimation. Ali-Bey employs 
them in fowing corn, tobacco, and 
melons, and in taking care of a great 
part of his flocks. Thefe Moors do 
not live in tents, but in huts covered 
with leaves. I am of opinion that 
they have fubftituted thefe huts for 


tents, only, becaufe, being fixed to that 
{pot, they have no occafion for porta- 
ble habitations, like the reft of the 
Moors. They occupy an immenfe 
plain, furrounded by wood, where I 
found the beft water I had met with 
in this part of the country. Nature 
here has formed, in many places, ar- 
bors of foliage impenetrable to the 
rays of the fun, and the ftreams which 
murmur over their channels preferve 
the turf in continual verdure. 

At Souk | found abundance of bee- 
hives. The Arabs collect thefe in- 
feéts in the bark of the cork-tree, in 
the form of acylinder, which they be- 
fmear in the infide with honey. ‘They 
clofe up the two extremities, and leave 
only a fmall opening to give paffage to 
the fwarm. ‘Thefe tubes are extended 
Jengthwiie on the ground, and fur- 
rounded with thick bufhes, and it is 
incredible how much honey and wax 
they procure from them. The firft 
ferves as food to thefe Arabs, and the 
latter isan object of commerce. 

Before I could reach Souk, I was 
obliged to crofs a foreft which the 
Fauns and Dryads never enlivened 
with their prefence: the Nymphs and 
the Sylvans fport only under the thade. 
Never has the thepherd here beat with 
a nimble foot the thin turf which 
fcarcely covers the fmoky foil. The 
afpect of this foreft is frightful and 
melancholy. It is compofed only of 
cork-trees,. The preceding year it 
had been fet on fire by the Moors, 
and the bark of the trees, burnt on 
the furface, made the trunks appear 
quite black, while the branches were 
in part ftripped of their leaves. In 
proportion as I advanced, the fine duft 
of the cork adhered to my body and 
clothes. Iimagined myfelf defcend- 
ing to the abodes of the dead. My 
imagination, always ready to take 
flight, and often to indulge in chi- 
meras, brought before my eyes the 
enchanted foreft of Taffo, and I al- 
moft believed myfelf a fecond Ro- 
lando, deftined to deftroy fome en- 
chantment. Thefe vain ideas changed 
to my eyes this difmal profpect of 
nature, and I experienced a peculiar 
pleafure 
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pleafure in finding myfelf in the 
midft of this horrid place. I was 
not, however, free from the dread 
of the panthers and lions, which 
take up their abode in fuch wild 
retreats. The traces of thefe favage 
animals imprinted on the {fand, 
frightened my horfe fo much,that he 
retreated with terror, and ftarted 
every moment, infenfible to the 
ftrokes of the fpur, of which I was 
not fparing. 

To this foreft fucceeded a vaft 
lake, which I may venture to com- 
pare to that of Avernus. The pef- 
tilential vapor which arofe from it, 
was fo ftrong, that I had fearcely 
rode along its banks for a quarter 
of an hour when I was feized with 
a ficknefs at my ftomach, and a 
heavinefs in my head, which made 
me apprehend that I fhould be obli- 
ged to quit the place, but as it 
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abounded with a variety of beauti- 
ful plants, and aquatic fowls, I 
continued my refearches for néar 
three hours. The fea duck, and 
other curious fowls, fkim over the 
furface of the lake continually. The 
flime which it depofits on its banks 
is black, has a fetid fmell, and is 
extremely greafy. Itis mixed with 
a great number of vegetable fub- 
ftances, in a ftate of decompofition. . 
This lake, being not far from the 

Baftion of France, occafioned that 
mortality there of which I have 
already {poken, and which at length 

caufed it to be deferted. A few 

days after, I paid a vifit to Ali- 

Bey, butI muft defer giving you 

an account of thereception I met 

with, and of the obfervations I made 

while I remained with him, till my 

next letter. [have the honor to be 

&e. &e. 


To tHe EDITORS or tHe LITERARY MAGAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


S an obferver of the weather, 

(for which I have two excel- 

lent barometers, one of them a ftraight 
cylindrical tube, of three-eights of an 
inch in bore, and immerfed ina pro- 
portionate bafon) I muft beg leave to 
afk the following queftion: Why the 
quickfilver fhould be almoft con- 
ftantly about 25-100dth parts of an 
inch, or two divifions and a half, 
higher in London than at Canterbury? | 
I kept a daily journal, and at the fame 
hours, for a month, as are men- 
tioned in the tables of the Gentle- 
man's Magazine, Old Lloyd’s Chro- 
nicle, iat the Whitehall Evening 
Poft; and can affure you, that the 
difference was almoft invariably the 
fame. I have been informed, but 
whether it be a faé&t or not I cannot 
fay, that the London inftrument 
makers generally allow a quarter of 


For the Satisfaétion of the above C 


an inch to be added to the twenty- 
eight inches, but the reafon I cannot 
conceive. If this be the cafe, that 
addition accounts for the difference. - 
It may be urged, that locality will 
occafion a difference; but I fhould 
doubt whether, from Canterbury’s 
being fituated near the fea fide, and 
coalienentis lower thar, London, that 
can be the caufe of the variation in 
queftion ; for if it be lower, of which 

I have no doubt, the filver would be 

higher, inftead of being below the 

London ftation. An anfwer to my 

queftion, if you think it worthy of 
infertion in your Magazine, by Mr. 

Jones, or any of your philofophical 

correfpondents, will oblige more cu- 

rious inveftigators than, Gentlemen, 

your humble fervant, 

Ss. C. 


Canterbury. 


orrefpondent, and in Anfwer to his 


Query, we fubjoin the following Letter, from Mr. Wittiam Jonts, 


Optician, Holborn. 


Vou. Ll. Ce 
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To tHe EDITORS ofr tHe LITERARY MAGAZINE, 


GENTLEMEN, 
N anfwer to the query of your 
correfpondent at Canterbury, I 
beg leave to offer the following ob- 
fervations. 

I have found from feveral years 
experience in the conftru¢tion of baro- 
meters, &c. that two barometers with 
tubes of equal, or nearly of equal bores, 
filled with quickfilver of the fame {pe- 
cific gravity and goodnefs, would al- 
ways have (cateris paribus) the heights 
of the mercury the fame, to the roodth 
part of an inch. Indeed the se 
of the conftruétion is fo evidently phi- 
lofophical and true, that whatever dif- 
ference may appear, it muft arife from 
errors in the fabrication, proceeding 
from ignorance or defign, ‘There are 
many particulars that will caufe a dif- 
ference between a bad barometer and 
a good one. Such as too fmall a tube, 
not boiling the mercury in the tube, 
badnefs of the mercury, confinement 

in the bafon, unjuft diftance of the 
fcale from the furface of the mercury, 
&c. But the laft of thefe is of the 
greateft confequence, and is too com- 
mon in barometers fold by our pro- 
feffion, and particularly in thofe fold 
by ignorant foreign hawkers in the 
ftreets. 

I am totally unacquainted with a 
cuftom among us, mentioned by your 
correfpondent, of allowing an addi- 
tional quarter of aninch. Indeed I 
have repaired barometers redundant in 
that refpect, by the interval of the 


ANECDOTE or THe 

HEN the prefent King of Swe- 

den was in France, he was 

often requefted to pay a vifit to the 
celebrated Dr. Franklin ; but he al- 
ways refufed. A nobleman who could 
fpeak to him with great freedom, hav- 
ing one day begged to know his Ma- 
jefty’s motive for declining what all 
the other fovereigns of Europe would 
do with pleafure, this Prince re- 
* In our next we fhall give ** A concife 
and Hygrometer, with Rules for predifing 
a communication fentus by Mr, ones, 


fuch of our readers as are pofleffed of thefe inftrumems. 


whole integer, from one fourth to the 
inch ; but without the leaft fufpicion 
of the makers having cuftom to plead 
for fuch an error. 

I muft remark, that the generality 
of Inftrument Makers do very injudi- 
cioufly fuffer barometers to be fold 
with the fcale too low, by about 2 
quarter of an inch; and it is, I ima- 

ine, from a comparifon with one of 

is fort, that the difference has been 
obferved by your correfpondent, grant- 
ing his to be conftruéted on the fun- 
damental principle. 

‘Fo conclude, if any caufe can be 
affi why fome Inftrument Makers 
fhould adopt the abfurdity abovemen- 
tioned, it muft be, that as the words 
Fair, Changeable, Rain, &c. placed 
againft the feale of inches, are found 
not to agree generally with the wea- 
ther that exifis at fuch heights, they 
imagine that the lowering of the fcale, 
and thereby caufing a relative encreafe 
of the altitude of the mercury, will 
obviate this objection, Rifum tencatis! 
But it fhould be known, that a baro- 
meter is not an inftrument fo much 
for fhewing the quality of the wea- 
ther at the inftant, as an index to fhew 
the changes that take place in the 
weight of the fuperincumbent atmof- 
phere; and confequently, that fuch 
weather as the words indicate, is pro- 
bably to be expeéted.* 

: WituiaM Jones, 

Holborn, Sept. 18th, 1789. 


KING or SWEDEN. 

plied, ‘* no one has a higher opini- 
** on than I of the dottor’s fagacity 
and talents; but a King who pre- 
tends to efteem an enthufiaft for li- 
berty, is neceffarily an hypocrite. I 
love the doétor as a philofopher, 
but as a politician I hate him; I 
fhall therefore avoid the company 
of'a nan whom I ought to fhun both 
from principle and intereft.” 
Explanation of the Barometer, Thermometer, 
the Changes of the Weather from them,’* 
whica we hope will prove acceptable to 
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REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


FOREIGN, 


Srorta Critica pe’TEATRI AN- 
TICHI EB MODERN}, &c. JA Criti- 
cal Hiftory of Theatres, both ancient 
and modern, by Pietro Napoli Sig- 
norelli. Naples, vol. 1. 8vo. 


HE author of this work pub- 

lithed in one volume, o¢tavo, 
in the year 1777, another treatife 
ander the fame title, which met 
with avery favorable reception from 
the public. This which we now an- 
nounce, is not a new edition of the 
former. It isa different work, in 
five volumes, executed upon a new 
and extenfive plan, and enriched 
with valuable extraéts, which are 
equally inftructive and entertain- 


ing. 
fh the firft book, which contains 
ten chapters, forming the volume, 
the judicious author enquires into 
the origin of the dramatic art, and 
as finging and verfes are common to 
all favage nations, he concludes that 
imitative poetry, or that which re- 
ptefents virtues and vices, could 
not take its rife, but among people 
who had attained to fome degree 
of perfeétion in civilization. At 
firft, mens ideas refpeéting it were 
rude, becaufe the ftate of fociet 
was fo in the primitive ages, but af- 
terwards, as theirideas began to be 
enlarged, they modelled themfelves 
after the manners and cuftoms pre- 
valent among various nations. bra. 
matic poetry had every where the 
fame beginning; it preferved amongft 
all nations fome analogy to truth, 
that is to fay, the reprefentation of 
certain parts of their national hifto- 
ry, or of the common events of 
life. Our author pretends, that the 
Theatre, properly fo called, origina- 
ted in the Eaft, where indeed the 
moft ancient nations ftill fubfitt. 
China, Japan, and the neighbouring 
countries, if we can credit their 


annals, gave birth to mufic, 22771 
years before our zra; but with re- 
gard to theatrical reprefentations,itis 
impoffible to determine their epoch. 
They were ufed as a part of their li- 
turgy, and entertainments of that 
kind had always a place at their 
facred feftivais. Travellers have 
feen them in Java, Tonquin, and 
Japan. In the laft mentioned place 
the women who follow the profef- 
fion of comedians are conficered 
as infamous, and declared unwor- 
thy of burial, The Japanefe no- 
bility, who adore them, and load 
them with riches when they are 
alive, fuffer their bodies after death 
to become a prey to dogs. Adtreffes 
are held almoft in the fame eftima- 
tion in China, where, a little be- 
fore the foundation of the Roman 
empire, an Emperor efpoufed a fe- 
male comedian, as Juflinian did fe- 
veral centuries after, at Conftantino- 
ple. By an abfurdity, formerly com- 
mon in fome parts of Europe, whilft 
the profeffion of a player and buffoon 
was declared infamous, and thofe 
who exercifed it were excluded from 
interment, Princes and the greateft 
Lords reprefented plays and panto- 
mimes in their palaces. It was even 
not rare to fee a King and all 
his family act in the prefence of 
his court. As far as we know, 
the Chinefe are not acquainted with 
our rules refpecting the unity of time, 
place, and action. Their drama is 
for the moft part mixt, that is to 
fay, tragi-comic, the number of 
acts is not determined, and the 
firft is always a prologue, ‘It is 
“‘not branched out into epifodes 
‘* foreign to the action, becaufe it 
“© reprefents all the remarkable facts 
“* of a long hiftory. ‘There are few 
“fcenes in which fome perfonage 
** is not killed. In the compafs of 
“three or four hours, they repre. 

Ccz * fent 
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*<fent the events of forty or fifty 
** years. A young woman appears, 
“‘ afterwards gets married, and 
§* brings forth a child, who foon at- 
“* tains to the age of twenty, and 
** becomes the pricipal character in 
** the fable.” 

The fourth and fifth chapters of 
this work are dedicated to the Thea- 
tre which exifted in America three 
centuries ago; and to thofe which 
have been obferved in the South Seas 
in our time, though the author is far 
from believing that they can boaft 
of great antiquity. ‘The Mexicans, 
at the time when they were invaded 
by the Spaniards, had certain panto- 
mimical and mafked dances, which 
they called mitra. The nobility and 
the citizens divided into chorufles, cut 
capers, fung verfes and drank ftrong 
liquors. ‘The republicans of Tlafcala 
had, as far as can be conjectured, 
fomething more regular, and in ge- 
neral, the half favage tribes had 
pantomimes reprefenting battles, ftra- 
tagems, triumphs, and warlike ac- 
tions, and the performers went through 
their parts in a very natural manner, 
They were fo animated, and fo full of 
the charaéter which they atted, that 
the European fpectators were fright- 
ened, The Peruvians, who fhewed 
fome notion of the f{ciences, and of 
the arts of induftry, had poets called 
haravec, of whofe works fome frag- 
ments ftill remain, and at Cufco 
they le feftivals fimilar to 
thofe celebrated by the ancient Greeks 
at their national and folemn affem- 
blies, It is known, or it is faid to be 
known, that a kind of philofophical 
poets, called Amapti, had invénted 
there alfo dramatic fables, in which 
Princes and the Chiefs of the nation 
bore a part, The Spaniards, after their 
invafion, deftroyed every thing in 
thefe unfortungte countries; but the 
place where the Mexican families af- 
fembled in the greateft numbers, C4;- 
apa de los Indios, ftiJl preferves many 
of the ufages of their anceftors. Our 
author aflures us, that they ftill make 
** pictures and ftuffs of feathers, an 
§* ancient art of the Mexicans, in 
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“‘which no one ever could imi- 
“tate them. They perform with 
«* much dexterity all the manceuvres 
“ of the Spanifh method of wreftling, 
«© as well as of bull fights and of 
** cudgelling. They exhibit grand 
** naval combats on the river which 
‘* runs paft their city; they conftruct 
** wooden caftles, which they cover 
‘* with painted cloth, and which they 
** attack and defend, and they prac- 
‘* tife painting, mufic and dancing, 
‘and have public Theatres, The 
** Peruvians on certain days of the 
‘* year refume their ancient manner 
‘of drefs; and carry through the 
‘* ftreets images reprefenting the fun 
** and the moon, Some exhibit cer- 
*‘ tain theatrical entertainments, par- 
** ticularly a tragzdy on the death 
** of their laft Inca. This reprefen- 
** tation has fuch an effet upon the 
** audience,that they burit into tears, 
“and they fometimes rife to fuch a 
“‘ degree of enthufiafm, that it is 
“* aftonifhing that fome of the Spa- 
‘* niards have never become the vic- 
** tims of their fury.” 

Our celebrated navigator, Captain 
Cook, faw a dramatic ballet ex- 
hibited at Ulietea, which had a great 
refemblance to thofe fo often repeat- 
ed upon the theatres of Europe. 
Two companies of dancers, diftin- 
guifhed by the color of their drefs, 
reprefented fervants on the one fide, 
and thieves on theother. The matter 
of the former Jeft under their care a 
bafket full of provifions; and the 
latter, as they were dancing, attempt- 
ed, by putting themfelves in various 
pofitions, to fteal it, while the fer- 
vants redoubled their vigilance to 
prevent them, They, however, fel] 
afleep around the bafket which they 
guarded; the thieves took advan- 
tage of this opportunity to car: 
it off, and, overjoyed with their 
prize, retired dancing. The fervants 
awakened by the noife, perceived 
the theft, and began to dance with 
figns of defpair, &c, All this is a 
pantomine, very fimple affuredly, but 
which however eo fome notion 
of g theatre in the I¢ amon 
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whom it is found. The author then 
proceeds to the Grecian theatre, and 
to that epocha when it approached 
neareft to the rude fimplicity of that 
of unpolifhed nations, 

Tragedy took its origin from the 
ancient Dionyfia, which were feafts 
celebrated by — to Bacchus 
a goat, the deftroyer of vines in the 
time of the vintage. In this enter- 
tainment, at firit entirely compofed 
of hymns in honor of that deity, 
epifodes were gradually introduced by 
way of interludes. Thefe epifodes 
gave pleafure to the hearers, and in 
procefs of time acquired a better 
form. They were called indifferent- 
ly tragedy or comedy, and contfti- 
tuted a new kind of f{pectacle, which 
was very agreeable to the Greeks. 
In this ftate of primitive rudenefs it 
remained for fome tine; afterwards 
civilization and new political in- 
ftitutions encreafed its objefs, in- 
terefting fats, worthy of being re- 
membered, were multiplied ; people 
withed to fee them reprefented in a 
natural manner, and to this was 
owing that perfection to which this 
fpecies of entertainment was after- 
wards brought. Thefpis, the con- 
temporary of Solon, feparated it 
from comic buffooneries, and render- 
ed it in fome meafure regular. 
Cherilus invented the mafk, and 
Phrynicus, the firft of that name, left 
feven heroic tragedies, the titles of 
which are fcarcely preferved. Ef 
chylus found things in a better fitua- 
tion. He caufed Agatharcus to erect 
the firft theatre ever feen at Athens ; 
and tragedies were no longer repre- 
fented upon waggons, drawn about 
from ftreet to ftreet, in the midft of 
the populace, but in a refpectable 
lace, and ‘before a fele& audience. 

he decoration of the fcenes and of 
the actors acquired more dignity, 
and the ballet, and the chorufes of 
the fingers were directed only by the 
pot fEfchylus compofed about an 

undred tragedies, and thirty times 
gained the theatric crown. Of thefe, 
however, no more remain but feven. 
Mr, Signorelli, who withed to give 
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us a philofophical and critical hit 
tory, and nota fimple chronicle or 
journal of dates and titles, ana- 
lyfes thefe pieces one after the other, 
and renders his work lefs dry by 
inferting fome of the moft ftrikin 
paflages which he has tranflated. He 
does not conceal the critical obferva- 
tions which have been made on 
#Ef{chylus by his commentators, but 
he defends him with fuccefs. 
Sophocles, who was contemporary 
with the laft years of Aifchylus, car- 
ried tragedy to a degree of perfe@tion 
which none of his fucceffors ever fur- 
paffed, or perhaps equalled. He wrote 
one hundred and thirty tragedies, of 
which feven only have efcaped the 
ravages of time and the barbarifm 
of fuperftition. Our author gives 
faithful and judicious extracts from 
him; but he does not, through ex- 
cefs of veneration, fpare the poet 
when he thinks him faulty, and he 
does not neglect to defend him when 
he finds him unjuftly accufed. We 
would advife young poets, who may 
find themfelves inclined to make any 
attempts in the drama, to perufe his 
remarks attentively, before they read 
thofe two great matters of antiquity, 
Sophocles and Euripices. ‘* Euri- 
** pides, naturally of a melancho- 
** ly difpofition, and an enemy to 
** effeminacy, fought amidft the hor- 
*© rors and filence of a cavern, in the 
«¢ ifland of Salamis, a retreat where 
“* he might reflect upon thofe paflions 
‘‘ which agitate the mind of man. 
‘* By this he knew better than any 
“one, how to fpeak to the heart, 
‘© and to command the attention 
“‘ by managing the pathetic, un- 
** known before at Athens, in avery 
“¢ delicate manner, for which Ari- 
** ftotle gave him the title of ¢ra- 
“¢ gical in the highef degree.” Arifto- 
tle, however, and not without rea- 
fon, reproaches him with a little 
negligence in the conduét of his 
tragedies, which proves that he em- 
ployed more care in giving a faith- 
ful picture of nature, than of re- 
conciling it with art. Of Euripi- 
des, we have nineteen tragedies re- 
maining ; 
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maining ; but he wrote ninety-two, 
of feveral of which we have frag- 
ments. 

His Iphigenia in Aulis is the 
beft conduéted, and the paffions are 
there traced out with a mafterly 
hand. For the fake of our learned 
readers, we fhall give a fpecimen 
of the manner in which Mr. Sig- 
norelli tranflates, taken from the 
fcene where the unfortunate Iphi- 
genia endeavours to prevail upon 
her father not to facrifice her. 


Poiché altro non pofs’io, vedi il mio pianto, 
Vedimi 2’ piedi tuoi. Deh, padre amato, 
Non far che acerba, fenfa colpa, io pera. 
Dolce é la vita, i rai del di fondolci. 
Guardami, caro padre io quella fono, 
Che a proferir di padre i] dolce nome 
Primiera apprefi, quella a cui tu prima 
Filia-dicefti ; guardami, fon io, 

Me nel tuo grembo pria d’ogni altro affifa 
Scherzar vedefti: ¢ a me dicevi allora ; 
Deh quando fiache a nobile conforte, 

E dime degno, e di fortuna amico 

Ti vegga unita trarre idi felici! 

Nad, caro padre, (io ti dicea, pendendo 


Delle tue guance, eh’oggi ancora io tocco.) 


Non fia mai ver che in vecchia eta ti laff, 
No, no; teco id vivrd: tu mi nutrifti; 
Yo cureré di te finché avrd fiato. 

Oimé! de’ noftri detti io mi fovvengo ; 
Tu gli obliafti, ¢ vuoi ch’eftinta io cada! 


The author compares, in the 
extra&t which he gives from Hyp- 
politus, the beauties of the Greek 
original with thofe of the excel- 
lent copy of Racine; he relates 
alfo the parallel made between 
thefe two tragedies by the learned 
Abbé Batteux. Perhaps he is not 
equally entitled to commendation 
for having condefcended to make 
mention of and to refute the infipid 
epigrams of the obfcure Gartaud de 

‘'Villade, a name little known 
in the republic of letters, and which 
fearcely deferves to be mentioned. 

Sophocles furvived Euri ides, to 
whom he was a_ fuccefsful rival. 


He had offended him by fome epi- 
grams; but when informed of his 
death, he fincerely lamented him, 
and ordered his attors to appear on 
the flage without crowns or orna- 
ments, and in mourning dreffes, 
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It muft indeed be allowed, that with 
thefe two geniufes the glory of the 
Greek tragedy difappeared. Plato, 
before he gave himfelf up entirely to 
hilofophy, Socrates, the orator, Me- 
itus, the rhetorician, Theodeétes, a 
fecond Euripides, Alceus, Agatho, 
Heraclides, Acheos of Syracufe; Dion, 
and Mamercus, the tyrant of Cata- 
nia, all wrote tragedies, none of 
which remain, though we find eu- 
logiums paffed on them by an- 
cient writers. In the time of Pto- 
lemy Philadelphus, feven other tra- 
gic writers acquired fome reputa- 
tion, but none of their works are 
preferved. 

From the tragedy of the Greeks, 
our author proceeds to their co- 
medy, and he defcribes its origin 
and progrefs among that people. 
Ancient fcholars and grammarians 
inform us, that Sufarion was .the 
firft inventor of comedy, but fome 
authors give that honor to Epican- 
nus, who flourifhed in Sicily ; the 
latter wrote about fifty pieces for 
the ftage. Several authors make men- 
tion of a great number of comic 
writers, but the moft diftinguifhed 
was Ariftophanes, of whofe works 
eleven comedies remain, replete with 
fire and Attic humor. 

Our author, in the account which 
he gives of thefe comedies, fhews 
the higheft efteem for that genius 
of the ancient comic theatre, with- 
out, however, idolizing the whole 
of his pieces. According to Sui- 
das, he expired on the ftage, whilft 
he received a crown, amidft the 
applaufes of the people. After 
him good comedy did not difap- 
pear entirely, but what Antiphanes 
Anaxandrides, and a great many 
others did, has not reached us, That 
kind of comedy which was eftablifh- 
ed at Athens during the oligarchy, 
our author calls mezeana. The 
few citizens who remained at the 
head of the government, took it very 
ill that they were introduced upon 
the ftage. Alcibiades, who was one 
of them, made Eupolis to be thrown 
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into the fea without any ceremony ; 
it was afterwards ordered that the 
name of no perfon who was in life 
fhould be mentioned on the ftage, as 
had been before done with the great- 
eft freedom. Ariftophanes in his lat- 
ter years, was obliged to conform to 
this regulation; Anaxandrides, obedi- 
ent to the laws, which did not per- 
mit him to name any perfon, thought 
himfelf, however, authorifed to ri- 
dicule the government; but the A- 
thenians, without regard to the _ 
number of crowns which he had re- 
ceived, condemned him tobe ftarved to 
death, This example having rendered 
the comic poets more circum{pett, they 
confined themfelves then to expofe pri- 
vate vices, It would appear that Ari- 
ftophanes wrote his comedy called 
Plutus, with a kind of referve, for he 
is not fo fevere in that piece as in 
fome others ; but in his Cocalus,which 
is almoft entirely loft, we have an ex- 
ample of referve ftill greater. The 
new comedy, that is to fay, the new 
kind, to which fear and a dread of 
the law gave birth, was cultivated 
fuccefsfully by the children of Arifto- 
phanes, who found ashen the wri- 
tings of their father, abundant matter 
to put in order, and to prefent to the 
public. Amongft many others who dif- 
tinguifhed themfelves in this new kind, 
there were three of the name of Apol- 
lodorus, two called Philemon, and 
Menander, fome of whofe fragments 
remain, and a few comedies tranflated 
by Terence. The Hecyra, for exam- 
ple, belongs to one of thefe writers, 
named Apollodorus, but it is not 
precifely known to which of them. 
TheAndrian, the Eunuch, and the Hean- 
tontimorumenos are of Menander, &c. 
The firft comic writers of the Latins 
derived much affiftance from the in- 
exhauttible ftore of this writer, who, 
in regularity of plot, viene» of 
the paffions, and choice of expreffions, 


was particularly diftinguifhed. His 


comedies perifhed in the common 
wreck of time, and not one of them 
has reached us entire in their origi- 
nal language. 

In the eighth chapter, Mr. Signo- 
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relli treats feparately of fatyrical re- 
prefentations, of pantomines or dunf® 
comedies, where every thing is ex- 
prefled by geftures, of the xeuro/pafli, 
or puppet fhews, which were moved 
by chords, and of feveral other ex- 
hibitions peculiar to the ancient thea- 
tres. In the ninth chapter he treats 
of tragic and comic matks, the ufe of 
which it would be impoffible for us 
to adopt after the manner of the an- 
cients. And laftly, in the tenth chap- 
ter, which terminates the volume, he 
has colleéted every thing certain and 
interefting to be found in the volu- 
minous works of the learned, refpett- 
ing the form of the ancient theatres, 
and the condition of the Grecian 
performers. 


Essar sur LA REGENERATION Puy- 
stqur, Morse eT PoLitique 
pes Jurrs, &c. An Effay on the 
Phyfical, Moral and Political Refor- 
mation of the Jews; a Work crown- 
ed by the Royal Society of Arts and 

Sciences, at Metz. By Mr. Gregoire, 

Member of that Society, Metz. 


T HE ingenious author of this 
work, which gained him the 
academical prize, actuated by a noble 
fpirit of philanthropy, and confider- 
ing all mankind as one family, and 
the children of one parent, endeavors 
to eftablifh a plan for rendering the 
fituation of the Jews, a people almoft 
every where defpifed and ill treated, 
more comfortable in France, and them- 
felves more ufeful. Having taken 2 
view of the ancient and prefent ftate 
of thefe people, he refutes feveral ca- 
lumnies propagated concerning them ; 
enquires into the caufes of our hatred 
againft them; {peaks of their invaria- 
ble attachment to their opinions and 
cuftoms; takes a view of their moral 
chara¢ter ; and proves that the great- 
er part of their vices arife from the 
perfecutions which they have fuffered. 
He then proceeds to examine the phy- 
fical conftitution of the Jews, and 
their great population, pointing out 
the danger of tolerating them, fuch 
as 
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as they are at prefent, not only on 
account of this numerous population, 
but alfo on account of their averfion 
for other people, and of their ufuri- 
ous commerce. 

Mr. Gregoire takes notice alfo of 
the infafficiency of the means hi- 
therto employed to fupprefs ufury 
among the Jews, propofes new ones, 
the execution of which appears to him 
to be poffible, and fhews that thefe 
people might be trained up to the 
arts, to trade, to agriculture, and even 
to the art military. The author then 
{peaks of the effects produced by the 
Jaws lately paffed in their favor among 
fome neighbouring nations, of the in- 
fluence which the propofed reforma- 
tion would have on the national com- 
merce, confiders that carried on by 
the Jews, and defines within what 
bounds it ought to be reftrained. Mr. 
Gregoire is of opinion, that thefe 
people ought not to be confined to 
feparate quarters, but to be difperfed 
among Chriftians. He next exa- 
mines whether they fhould be per- 
mitted to live according to their own 
laws; and is almoft of opinion that 
they ought to be allowed to hold civil 
employments, to be ennobled, and to 
be members of academics. Laiftly, 
he treats of their education, enquires 
into the nature and caufes of the pre- 
judices of the Jewifh nation, propofes 
means for abolifhing them, difcuffes 
the queftion whether the Jews fhould 
be forced to adopt thofe means of re- 
formation, and fhews the neceflity of 
preparing them, as well as the Chrif- 
tians, for that revolution which can 
be brought about only by time. 

To give our readers a better idea 
of this {mall work, and of the author’s 
manner, we fhall make a few extracts 
from it. 


Since the reign of Vefpafian, fays Mr. 
Gregoire, the hiftory of the Jews prefents 
nothing but fcenes of diftrefs, and the 
moft tragic difafters. Eleven hundred 
thoufand of them perifhed at the fiege of 
Jerufalem, two hundred and thirty-feven 
thoufand loft their lives in defending Jo- 
pata, or in the plains of Paleftine; and 
this once flourifhing country, ravaged by 
the demon of war, became a folitude co- 
vered with ruins and dead bodies. Thefe 
unfortunate people faw then their temple 
burnt, their cities razed, their capital laid 
in afhes, and'their body politic diffolved, 
Become the fport of fortune, and outcafts 
from the earth, always toffed about be 
tween death and the poignard, they con- 
cluded, no doubt, that the meafure of 
their calamities was completed. They 
were, however, deceived; a Roman Em- 
peror exercifed cruelties againft them which 
even furpafled thofe which they had fuf- 
fered before, Fire, {word, and famine, 
deftroyed four millions of Jews, under 
the reign of Adrian, including five hun- 
dred and eighty thoufand flaughtered in 
the revolt of Barchochebas,* and the few 
who efcaped were deprived of the confo- 
lation of contemplating, even at a dif 
tance, the ruins of Jerufalem trod under 
foot by the Gentiles, Before, they were 
feen, covered with rags, traverfing intears 
the Mount of Olives, and the remains of 
their temple; and they were obliged to 
be economifts, in their mifery, that they 
might be able to fatisfy the avarice of the 
foldiers for this indulgence. At this price 
they obtained the fignal favor of being 
permitted to go thither and lament on 
the anniverfary of the facking of their 


‘city; and the Jews purchafed the right of 


fhedding tears in that fpot where they had 
fhed the blood of Jefus Chrift. 

To aggravate their difafter, they were 
forced to abandon for ever a country to 
which they were attached by fo many 
ties, and which fo powerful motives ren- 
dered dear to their hearts, On quitting 
with reluétance the places of their nati- 
vity, places to which they continually 
turned their eyes, but to which they were 
never more to return, they difperfed them- 
felves into every corner of the globe, to 
folicit for fhelter. With trembling they 
went to throw themfelves at the feet of 
nations who tolerate them only to opprefs 


* Barchochebas, or rather Barcochab, which fignifies the fun of the far, in the time 
of Adrian, gave him(elf out for the Meiffias, and made himfelf be called the fun of the 


far, in allufion to the prophecy of Balaam, 


He caufed Jerufalem to be rebuilt, forti- 


fied Bitter, or Bethoron, made himfelf matter of a great many fortreffes, and 


flaughtered a great number of Chriftians and Romans. 


Julius Severus, being recalled 


by the Emperor Adrian from Britain, was fent againft him; who fhut him up, with 
his army, in the city of Bethoron, where, after a fiege of three years, he was killed, 


together with all his followers. 
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them, and amongft whom they are fhel- 
tered from torments only by contempt. 
Their fighs even are confidered as figns of 
rebellion; and popular fury, which {preads 
like flames, ftains whole provinces with 
their blood, 


Mr. Gregoire, perfuaded that it is 
of the higheft importance to fpeak to 
the feelings, as well as to the judg- 
ment, is of opinion, that to trace out 
thefe fcenes of horror may be attended 
with the moft falutary effects. 


By putting the Jews in mind, adds he, 
of the mildnefs of the prefent govern- 
ment, their hearts will be awakened to 
Gratitude; and by tracing out to Chrif- 
tians the crimes of their anceftors, they 
will fee what remains to be done to ex- 
piate them. Let us remember that the 
fcarcely yet begin to breathe; that, 
rom the taking of Jerufalem to the fix- 
teenth century, there are few countries in 
Europe which have not fucceflively ex- 
pelled and recalled them, and in which 
they have not been plundered, maffacred, 
or burnt. We may even confider the du- 
ration of their misfortunes as prolonged to 
the prefent day, The whole world have 
wrecked their fury on the remains of 
this nation. They have been almoft al- 
ways happy to hed nothing but tears, and 
there are few parts in the world which 
have not been tinged with their blood. 
We fpeak with horror of the maffacre of 
St. Bartholomew, but the Jews have been 
hundreds of times the vi€ims of more 
tragical fcenes; and who were their mur- 
derers? 


The following paflage concerning 
toleration, difplays the benevolence, 
liberality, and good fenfe of its au- 
thor. 


To perfecute a religion, is almoft al- 
ways the fure means of rendering it dearer 
to thofe who profefs it; and men have had 
too many opportunities of afcertaining 
the truth of this obfervation. Ip fuch a 
cafe, felf-love is interefted in preferving 
ore which have coft torments; and 

efides that, misfortune, which fometimes 
conducts to crimes and to defpair, rarely 
conduéts to incredulity, becaufe a man 
abandoned by his fellow-creatures natu- 
rally turns his eyes towards Heaven, in 
hopes of finding confolation there for his 
fufferings. Such are the Jews, The ex- 
pectation of a Meffias, who is to bring with 
him happinefs and glory, makes them for- 
get the anguith of a life replete with ad- 
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verfity; and the hope of future happi.efs 
is to them a fource of prefent comfort 

Inflead of leffening, continues Mr. Gre- 
goire, the breach which feparates us from 
the Jews, men have taken pleafure in en- 
larging it; and inftead of furnifhing them 
with the means -of becoming better, and 
more enlightened, every avenue to the 
temple of honor and virtue has been fhut 
againft them. What can be expeéted from 
a poor Jew, oppreffed by defpotifm, pro- 
fcribed by the laws, loaded with igno- 
miny, and perfecuted by hatred? He 
cannot quit his abode without mecting 
enemies, and without being expofed to 
infult. The light of the fun would only 
give a better view of his fufferings. A 
martyr to opinion, he would have nothing 
to lofe or gain by the cfteem of the pub- 
lic, even fhould he be converted, becaufe 
the world would neither believe in his 
virtue nor his fincerity. Being defpifed, 
he isnow become defpicable. Had we 
been in his place, we fhould have perhaps 
been much worle. 

Shaftefbury obferves, that the Jews are 
naturally gloomy and melancholy. This 
may very well be expeéted of a people 
continually furrounded by terrors. Hence 
that fufpicious look, and that forced and 
timid air, which reigns in their phyfiog- 
nomy, and which is difplayed in all their 
a¢tions, Their fear is the fruit of fla- 
very; their hearts are daunted by mifery ; 
and defpair ftrengthens their averfion to 
Chriftians, and fometimes condu€ts them 
to vengeance. Such is the inconteftible 
genealogy of many crimes, and almoft al 
ways the progrcfs of human nature, inthe 
like cafes; but the wrongs of the Jews, 
and their fufferings, accufe our conduét 
towards them, Whilft you grant them 
the tribute of a figh, confefs, nations, that 
this is your work! ‘Lhe Jews have proe 
duced the effects, you have been the cautes; 
who are the moft culpable? 


The next article may difpleafe fome 
people ; but we are confident it will, 
pleafe the greater number. 


What is ufury? The acceptation of 
this word is not yet fixed by a definition 
univerfally received, and this is a great 
vacuum in our code of morals. Several cafu- 
ifts, however, the number of whom is conti- 
nually encreafing, and whofe logic is weigh- 
ty, authorize intereft upon money lent, {uch 
as it is fixed by the Sovereign; and the more 
fo, as the church has pronounced dogma- 
tically on this head. It is not here the 
proper place to treat of this fubject, 
which has been fully invefligated by feve- 
ral authors; but I may venture to predié, 
that, in lefs than half a century, all will 
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‘hink in the fame manner. Let us with 
for the arrival of that moment ; it will be 
a ftrong barrier againft ufury. The legal 
facility of procuring a lucrative loan, will 
multiply the refources of the needy. 


The principal means of abolifhing 
ufury among the Jews are, fays the 
author, to annul for the future their 
debts among Chriftians, by fecuring 
them payment of the preceding. 

Speaking of the aptitude of the 
Jews for trade, agriculture, and the 
military art, the author quotes mo- 
dern facts in fupport of his affertions, 
and endeavors to demonftrate, that 
thefe people might ufefully be trained 


to arms. 


The Quakers, and the wandering Gyp- 
fies, fays he, have a moral conftitution 
very diffcrent from that of all other na- 
tions; yet it has not been thought impof- 
fible to conne& them with govern- 
ment, and the attempts made for that pur- 
pofe have been crowned with {fuccefs. 
Some provinces of Poland and Ruffia pre- 
fent a whimfical mixture of different reli- 
gions. Near a Proteftant, who eats his 
fowl on a Friday, isa Catholic, who con- 
fines himfelf to eggs; and both drink 
wine, and exercife their callings, on that 
day, by the fide of a Turk, who, cir- 
cumcifed like the Jew, abftains from 
wine, and from every kind of labor; and 
yet thefe varieties do not difturb the peace 
of fociety, 


The author is ftrongly of — 
that the Jews ought to be difperfed 
among the Chriftians. 


To the inconveniencies which Boéhemer 
thought he faw in mixing the Jews with 
us, we may oppofe the real dangers which 
refult from their refiding in feparate quar- 
ters. Jtis in thefe difmal retreats that a 
peftilential air is continually fermenting, 
which is calculated to occafion, or to 
fpread, epidemical diforders. It is there 
that i form always a feparate peo- 
ple, and where their mifery and their pre- 
judices are concentered. Thefe prejudices 
are fo much the deeper rooted as they are 
fupported by enthufiafm and example ; for 
enthufiafm and example a& in propor- 
tion to the approach of individuals; and 
to thefe, more than any other, the Jew 
is eafily fubjeéted, as his ignorance and 
his principles lay him open to feduétion, 
Afterwards, when any attempts are made 
to undeceive a people who have erred ua- 
der the influence of thefe two caufes, 
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they will be more fuccefsful, if one ea, 
deavors to work upon them feparately, 
than upon a numerous body united, 


Mr. Gregoire infifts much upon 
the deftruction of Jewifh communi- 
ties, and gives fome hints refpectin 
the abolifhing of their gibberifh, whic 
is an obftacle to the fpreading of 
knowledge. After having eftablifhed 
that, in the firft ages of the church, 
marriages between Jews and Chrif- 
tians were permitted, he adds— 


We can hope little, however, from a 
man, when he is come to maturity; his ha- 
bitude is formed, or it efcapes us: let us 
therefore attack the evil at its root, and 
let us make fure of the rifing generation 
while it advances towards puberty. Let 
this youth have the fame educationas is be- 
{towed on the different claffes of fociety, 
either in inferior fchools, or in colleges 
and univerfities, This prefuppofes, that 
in many places, and in many thiggs, you 
have meliorated public inftru€tion; that 
the fchools of jurifprudence among others 
have been totally reformed, and that en- 
lightened preceptors, loving their pupils 
without diftinétion, whether Jews or 
Chriftians, will eftablifh amongft them 
that cordiality which may prevent the 
mifchiefs that arife from inveterate hatred. 


What are the caufes of the preju- 
dices of the Jewifh nation? 


The traditions of the Jew, his books, 
and his feftivals, obferves the author, con- 
tinually bring prodigies to his remem- 
brance, fo that,. become familiar with the 
marvellous, and being credulous through 
ignorance, and fuperftitious through mi- 
fery, he gives himfelf up to all the delu- 
fions of falfehood, and cannot diftinguith 
between real miracles and abfurd fables, 
reprobated by reafon. The government 
of the ancient Hebrews was a true theo- 
cracy. Since that epoch, they have con- 
nected all knowledge with that of the 
law, evento the fublime fcience of flaying 
animals; every thing enters into the plan 
of their religious fyftem. This afflemblage 
has given rife to a multitude of reveries, 
to which it has always been permitted to 
add. We may thence judge, that enlight- 
ened notions cannot be introduced among 
them but with difficulty, becaufe the leaft 
change appears to be an innovation. The 
chaos of talmudical traditions has become 
their theology; but theology, properly fo 
called, is a {cience which is not fufcepti- 
ble of difcoveries: it propofes dogmas 
for belici, and fupports thefe dogmas by 
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motives of credibility. But if one ad- 
vances beyond this {phere, the moft fub- 
lime knowledge is disfigured; and what 
is the cafe among us, ought much more to 
be the cafe among the Jews, 


Mr. Gregoire does not fail to exa- 
mine the contempt which the Jews 
entertain for the female fex. 


This condué, fays he, is common to 
them, and to other nations among whom 
igen to divorce their wives, and to 

ave a plurality, keeps women in a ftate 
of fubjection, and makes them be confi- 
dered merely as the bafe inftruments of 
their pleafure, ‘Thofe legal impurities 
which, amongthe Hebrews, removed them 
fometimes from fociety, have given ad- 
ditional flrength to this manner of think- 
ing. Their primitive motive, however, 
was only to infpire a decent referve, and 
curb the groffer paflions. Every day the 
Jews faid in their prayers, Bleffed be thy 
name, O Lord of heaven and of earth be- 
caufe thou haft not made me a woman; and 
the woman, humbling herfelf, faid, B/e/- 
Sed be thy name, becaufe thou haft made me 
according to thy pleafure. 

When a people are not civilized, there 
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are too few moral relations between the 
woman and the man to counterbalance the 
bodily ftrength of the former; but when 
the woman can compenfate for her phy- 
fical inferiority by the charms of her wit 
and fentiment, her influence will foften 
the manners of the hufband, his heart-will 
be opened to the impreffions of delicacy, 
and, by cherifhing his fpoufe, he will 
contraét the habitude of refpeéting his 
equal. In general, confideration for the 
fair fex is in proportion to the progrefs 
which a nation has made in civilization, 


To this work are added inftructive 
and amufing notes; the moft curious 
of which are, the hiftory of a council 
held by the Jews in Hungary, ob- 
fervations concerning the pretended 
ftink of thefe people, on their profef- 
fion of faith, and on the prefents re- 
quired from: them; very humorous 
details refpeéting their credulity; an 
affeCling elegy, by a Jewifh poet ; 
and, laitly, tables of mortality, made 
out from the regifters of the Jews of 
Metz, for the fpace of thirty-two 
years. 


BRITISH PUBLFCATIONS. 


A Journat of the Passacr FROM 
Inpia, by @ route partly unfre- 
quented, through Mefopotamia, Ar- 
menia, and Natolia; to which are 
added, Infiru@ions to thofe who in- 
tend to travel by that route. By 
Tuomas Hower, M.D. end ix 
the Service of the Honorable Eaft India 
rw London, 1789. For- 

er, 


THE Britifh empire in the Eaft is 
now become fo extenfive, and the 
number of individuals, who daily go 
thither or return from it, is fo great, 
that any information refpecting the 
{peedieft and moft commodious me- 
thod of keeping up a correfpondence 
between India and this country muft 
be of the higheft importance. Sea 
soyaees are often precarious, and 
difpatches fent by fuch conveyances 
are fometimes expofed to unforefeen 
and unavoidable delays, which de- 
ftroy their utility ; on that account, a 


conveyance by land, could a proper 
route be eftablifhed, feems to promife 
many and great advantages. As a 
proof of this, Dr. Howel obferves, that 
at the conclufion of the late war, in 
January, 1783, advices were fent to 
India of the ceflation of hoftilities, 
both by the Cape of Good Hope, and 
over the great defart of Arabia; but 
through fome unforefeen accidents, 
the difpatches were not received at 
Madras till the beginning of July. 
On the 13th and 2sth days of the 
preceding month, fix months after 
the date of the preliminary articles, 
above two indies brave men lott 
their lives in engagements between 
the French and Britifh forces at Cud- 
dalore, befides thofe who fell in the 
action between the fleets at the fame 
time. Had Government, or the In- 
dia Company, poffeffed fuch informa- 
tion on the fubjeét of the route to 
India, as might have enabled them to 
tranfmit to their officers earlier advice 
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of the peace, this unneceflary effufion 
of blood would have been prevented. 

On the 1ft of September, 1787, the 
author fet out from Madras, and, 
having joined Major Macleod at Ma- 
dura, proceeded to Cochin, a Dutch 
fettlement on the Malabar coaft, in 
hopes of finding a veffel there, to con- 
vey them to Bombay. Being difap- 
pointed in their expefations, they 
went thence to ‘Teilicherry, where 
they embarked on board a country 
veflel, and after touching at Goa, 
arrived at Bombay on the rgth of 
November. In company with Lieu- 
tenant Morris, they took their paf- 
fage here ia the Drake fnow, com- 
manded by Captain Borlafe, and fet 
fail on the 13th of January, 1788, 
for Buffora, which they reached on 
the 23d of February. 


* 
~ 


Buffora is a large town, on the weftern 
banks of the Euphrates; meanly and ir- 
regularly built, The walls of the houfes 
are generally conftruéted of mud, and a 
few bricks baked in the fun; and the 

oofs made by fplitting a palm.tree, and 
Loherthe pieces acrofs from wall to wall ; 
thefe are covered with earth, which an 
heavy fall of rain would entirely wath 
away. The furrounding country prefents 
a moft uncomfortable profpe&: a plain, 
perfectly flat, extends to the utmoft 
bounds of the horizon; without a tree, 
a fhrub, or the fmalleit appearance of 
verdure to relieve the eye, tired with the 
fad uniformity of the dreary fcene, This 
inhofpitable and extenfive tra&, is called 
the defart; which, however, on other 
fides, exhibits a more varied appearance, 
The commerce of Buffora is not near fo 
great as it has been; but it is ftill the prin- 
cipal mart of thefe countries, and carries 
on a confiderable trade. The Governor 
is a Turk, and a few Turkith and Arme- 
nian families are eftablifhed here, but the 
bulk of the people are Arabs. Buffora 
was taken, in the year 1787, by Shaik 
Ithooiny, a powerful Arab Chief, whofe 
enterprize was fo well concerted, that the 
garrifon was furprized, and furrendered 
the town without any refiftance. It is 
worthy of remark, that none of the inha- 
bitants fuffered any injury in their perfons 
or goods, neither did the Shaik exaé any 
contributions from them; but in half an 
hour after his troops had taken poffeffion 
of the place, every thing went on with the 
fame regularity as if no extraordinary 
event had happened. Thefe circumftances, 
wh chwould dohonorto more polifhed and 
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enlightened nations, induce us to fuppofe 
that the Arabs, notwithftanding their ge- 
neral charaéter for rapine, are influenced 
by fome falutary laws or maxims , at leat 
they ftrongly mark that obedience to the 

Chief, which is the foul of military difci- 

pline. The Shaik is a middle-aged many 

of great courage and enterprize ; which, 

joined to a vigorous underftanding, and a 

juft and moderate exercife of the fovereign 

power, have rendered him dear to his 

tribe, and re{peéted by all men. He kept 

poffeffion of Buffora for three months, 

when hearing that the Bafhaw of Bagdad, 

to whom he is tributary, was on the 
march with fx thoufand men to attack 

him, he fet out with his whole force to 
oppofe his enemy on the banks of the 
Euphrates. The two armics met at fome 
diftance from Buffora, and came to aétion. 
The fortune of the day was fome time 
doubtful, but was at laft decided in favor 
of the Turks: the Arabs were totally rout- 
ed; the unfortunate Shaik himfelf with 
difficulty efcaping, attended by a few fol- 
lowers, who were all that remained to 
him from the flaughter of the day. He is 
now foliciting his pardon from the Bafhaw, 
who has refufed it, and appointed another 
Shaik in his room. Ithooiny, however, 
at the head of a numerous tribe, devoted 
to his fervice from perfonal attachment, 
is likely to prove a troublefome enemy, 
unlefs he is reftored by the Balhaw to his 
former dignity. 


The remaining part of the journey 
to Ifmit, the ancient Nicomedia of By- 
thynia, fituated within the diftance of 
fixty miles from Conftantinople, was 
performed over land, through Bag- 
dad, Diarbekir, Amafia, (the birth 
place of the celebrated geographer 
Strabo) Boli, and Sabanja. ‘This 
part of the route took them up from 
the 1ft of March to the 11th of May. 
After an hour's ftay at Ifmit, they 
took the opportunity of a boat juft 
departing for Conftantinople, where 
they embarked in a French fhip, 
bound to Triefte, and arrived in 
England on the 15th of September, 
twelve months and fixtcen days after 
their departure from Madras. 

The following obfervations on the 
paflage from India over land, which 
we have extracted, may be of the 
greateft utility to thofe who intend to 
attempt fuch a journey. 


The moft ufual courfe of thofe who now 
come from India over land, is by the 
great 

















gerat defart of Arabia, over which they 
pafs with the caravans from Buffora to Alep- 
po and Latichea, at which latter place 
they embark for fome port of Italy or 
France. To thofe who travel with much 
baggage, or who are unable to encounter 
fatigue, this route will certainly be found 
convenient ; as a number of camels and 
horfes may always be procured, propor- 
tionable to the quantity of baggage the 
traveller carries with him; but to thofe 
who are charged with public difpatches, 
or whofe affairs require expedition and 
economy, this, perhaps, is the leat fuited 
of any. The times when caravans fet out 
to crofs the great defart are uncertain, 
and rarely occur above once or twice ina 
year; and, at the flow rate at which load- 
ed camels travel, they feldom perform 
their journey under fifty days. If to this 
you add the tedious navigation of the Le- 
vant feas, in which northerly winds pre- 
vail three fourths of the year, it will be 
pretty evident, that this paflage From In- 
dia will engage the traveller for at leaft 
nine months 

Another mode of crofling the defart,* 
isto nire a guard of ferty or fifty men, 
with whom you fet out, without waiting 
for a caravan. This method appears to 
me the moft incligible of any; the great 
expence to which this mode of travelling 
mutt be fubjeét, is too obvious to need 
any particular detail; neither is it necef~ 
fary to dwell on the well known rifk of 
being attacked by the Arab plunderers, 
who, in parties of two or three hundred, 
infeft the defart. 

A third mode of croffing the defart, is 
with four or five Arab guides. This, I 
muft confefs, appears to me preferable to 
the others, on account of the cheapnefs 
and quicknefs of the journey, which may 
be performed in this manner in twenty- 
two or twenty-three days; but it is in- 
compatible with the carrying any large 
quantity of baggage. 

The paflage up the Red Sea, and over 
the little defart to Cairo, and from thence 
down the Mediterranean, has been lately 
recommended as more expeditious than 
the former: this, I believe, would be 
reaily the cafe, if the winds were favor- 
able; but the fa& is, that northerly winds 
prevail in thofe {eas at leaft ten months of 
the year, except in that part of the Red 
Sea which is within the Tropic ; befide, 
the navigation of the Red Sca* is replete 
with danger and difficulty, which may 
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eventually occafion a greater lofs of time 
than. the more flow, but more certain, 
palfage over the great defart. However, 
packets might be forwarded ro India ky 
this route with as much celerity, perhaps, 
as by any other; but if fent rrom India 
this way, muft be liable to great and une 
avoidable delay. 

The route I thould recommend, in pres 
ference to the two already mentioned, 
would be upthe Perfian gulph to Buffora, 
and from thence by the Euphrates ina 
boat as far as Hilla; then to Bagdad, and 
from this lait place, witha Tatar or Cou- 
rier, by Diarbekir to Conftantinople: ine 
ftead of embarking here, I would proceed 
by land through Vienna to Oltend; fo as 
to be independent of all the contingencies 
to which the navigation of the Mediterra- 
nean is liable. The whoie of the paflage from 
India might thus be performed in a much 
fhorter time than ufual; and packets dif- 
patched this route To India, might reach 
Bombay in fixty-two days; provided the 
traveller can bear fatigue, will content 
himfelf with fuch baggage only as ‘s effene 
tially requifite, and fubmit, for a {hort 


time, to the Turkifh cufloms and mane 
ner ofliving. This, I muft confe‘s, would 
not be agreeable to an urpratt fed perfony 


and, 1 thould imagine, would sot be ate 
temptedwithout very powerful induces 
ments. The advantages of this route are 
numerous; the traveller, at a fmall exe 
pence, is provided with provifions, and 
fuffers no delay in waiting till a caravam 
can be formed, or efcorts colle&ted. If 
he travels unincumbered with any other 
baggage, befide his mere neceffaries, he 
avoids being deteined of the road by 
cultom-houfe officers, and offers no tempt- 
ation to robbers, who in this country are 
feldom guiltv of violence for a {mall 
booty. The face of the country, from 
Buffor# to Conftantinople, is greatly die 
verfified, and prefents the curious traveller 
with a variety of produétions, cuftoms, 
climates, and romantic profpeéts, which, 
by engaging the mind, beguile the length 
of the journey: it alio abounds in the 
neceffaries of life, and in that effential ar. 
ticle water, the want of which has been 
fometimes fo painfully experienced by 
the caravans of the defert. 

From Conftantinople it is preferable to 
continue the route by land through Vi- 
enna to Oftend, which is praticable ina 
fhort time, without any great inconve- 
nience; and obviates the delay of waiting 





* The paffage over the great defart is almoft.imprafticable from the end of April 
"till the end of Auguft, on account of the parching heat of the climate, which few 


Englifh conftitutions are able to endure. 


+ I am affured, by perfons of great naval experience, that velfcls are fometime 


four or five months working up to Suez. 
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for a veffel, which is afterward to be 
expofed to the cafualties of a voyage of no 
inconfiderable length. 

From England you may reach Vienna 
in ten days, and Conftantinople, I pre- 
fume, in fifteen days more; from thence 
you may go to Bagdad, by Diarbekir, in 
twelve days, and from Bagdad to Buffora,* 
in a light boat, along the Tigris, in four 
days. If a veffel is ready there to receive 
you, Bombay may be reached in twenty- 
one days, 

This, I am perfuaded, is — prac- 
ticable, if our Minifters and Refidents at 
the different places, make ufe of their in- 
fluence in preventing unneceffary delays, 
and the perfon charged with the packet is 
rewarded according to the diligence he has 
fhewn in the performance of the journey, 


In the end of this work, the au- 
thor gives inftructions for perform. 
ing the journey from India through 
Afia Minor to Conftantinople ; with 
a lift of fuch articles as will be ab- 
folutely neceflary for a traveller to 
provide himfelf with. He has like- 
wife prefixed to it a fketch of the 
courfe of the rivers Tigris and Eu- 

hrates, and of the route which 

¢ purfued, neatly engraved, on a 
large fheet of vellum paper, which 
will no doubt be found very fer- 
viceable. 


A Vorace rounp THE Wor tp, 
BUT MORE PARTICULARLY TO 
tHe Nortru-West Coast oF 
America, performed in the years 
1785, 1786, 1787, and 1788, ix 
the King George and Queen Charlotte, 
Captains Portlock and Dixon ; em- 
bellifbed with taventy Copper Plates. 
By Captain Nathaniel Portlock. 


Stockdale, 1789. Quarto. 
N leaving Prince William’s 


( Concluded. ) 
O found, Captain Portlock ranged 


along the American coaft, and fteer- 
ed his courfe to Portlock’s harbour, 
which he defcribes. The people 
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here appear to be remarkably indat 
lent, wretched and dirty, 


They have not the ufe of bladder-fkin 
frocks for their drefs, but make dreffcs of 
the fkins of land and fea animals, made 
up in the fame manner as the inhabitants 
of Cook’s river and Prince William’s 
found. The mendo not ufe the method 
of flitting their under-lips ; but wear their 
ornaments of beads, fhells, &c. at their 
ears, through which they have {mall holes 
bored; they likewife bore a {mall hole 
through the griftle of the nofe, through 
which they will fometimes put a needle 
or nail that they purchafe in trade, or may 
have given them asa prefent; but the wo- 
men disfigure themfelves in a moft extra- 
ordinary manner, by making an incifion 
in the under-lip, in which part they wear 
a piece of wood made in an oval form, 
a little hollow on each fide, and about the 
thicknefs of a quarter of an inch ; the 
outer part of the rim is hollowed all 
round: this curious piece of wood is 
thruft into the hole, and is fecured there 
by the rim of the lip going round it, fix- 
ed in the hollow which is made round the 
wood. They appear to be worn large or 
{mall, in proportion to the age of the 
women, or perhaps to the number of chil- 
dren they have bore : thofe that I took to 
be between thirty and forty years of age, 
wore them about the fize of a {mall faucer, 
and the older larger in proportion; one 
old woman, I remarked particularly, hav- 
ing one as large as a large faucer. The 
weight of this trencher or ornament weighs 
the lip down fo as to cover the whole of the 
chin, leaving all the lower teeth and gum 
quite naked and expofed, which gives 
them a very difagreeable appearance.— 
When they eat, it is cuftomary for them 
totake more in the mouth at a time than 
they can poffibly fwallow ; when they have 
chewed it, the lip-piece ferves them as a 
trencher to put it out of their mouths on, 
and then they take it occafionally. It 
feems a general praétice among the females 
to wear the wooden ornament in their un- 
der lip; the children have them bored 
at about two years of age, when a piece 
of copper wire is put through the hole ; 
this they wear tillthe age of about thir- 
teen or fourteen years, when it is taken 
out, and the wooden ornament introdu- 
ced ; its firft fize is about the width of a 
button. They likewife have their ears bo- 
red, where they wear their ornaments of 
beads and other things. Their apparel 
is the fame kind as wore by the men; both 


* T imagine that the journey from Aleppo to Buffora over the defart, would be 
much fooner performed, if the traveller was to make direétly for the Euphrates, and 
there take boat to go down the river to Buflora, 
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men and women wine very fond of long 
hair, which is confidered as a great 
ornament. At the death of a friend the 
hair is:cut off pretty fhort, which feems 
to be the general mourning of all In- 
dian tribes. The women wear the hair 
either clubbed behind or tied up in a bunch 
onthe crown of the head; the men wear 
theirs either loofe or tied at the crown. 
The method of drefling the hair with 
birds down is only prattifed by the men. 
The women in general are hair dreffers 
for their hufbands, which office they feem 
to = wih a great deal of dexterity 
and good-nature. 

Their perfons are in general much 
about the fize of Europeans. The men 
have a very fierce and favage afpe&, which 
with their drefs gives them much the ap- 
pearance of warriors; their weapons of 
war are daggers and long pointed {pears ; 
they are very eafily irritated, and would 
make very little fcruple to kill you when 
they think themfelves injured. More than 
once I had nearly experienced that fate, 
from fome trifling difagreements in trade ; 
but being pretty well acquainted-with their 
tempers, I guarded as much againft them 
as poffible ; and on all occafions took care 
to be well provided for them in cafe of 
an attempt, by keeping my piltols ready 
charged before me. 

Thcir women, were it not for the filth 
and naftinefs which continually cover 
them, would be by no means difagreeable ; 
their features in general are pleafing, and 
their carriage modeft. They pe 
gave us opportunities to obferve their wi 
to pleafe, particularly when the wooding 
party were on fhore; at thefe times they 
would place themfelves in a line, and be- 
gin finging and making motions all the 
time the men were at work, and if their 
drollery happened to pleafe the people, 
and make them laugh, they all immediate- 
ly joined ina loud burft of laughter; and 
when the Indians were not there, they 
would affift the people in getting wood 
and taking it tothe boats. They were 

articularly ufeful in taking the wood 
sae the beach through the furfto the boat, 
asthey were not encumbered with fhoes 
and ftockings ;and it faved the men from 
wetting themfelves But if at any time 
the Indians came to them at the time when 
they were thus making themfelves ufeful, 
they would inftantly drive them all away 
with very little ceremony, Upon fuch oc- 
cafions as thefe, I ufed to give the people 
{mall bright buttons to make them prefents, 
with which their pride and ambition were 
highly gratified. Onetime, not having an 
opportunity of fending the boat on fhore at 
the ufual hour, to fetch the wooding par- 
ty on board, the women gave them an 
invitation ta their habitations, which was 
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about three hundred yards from the place 
where they were at work ; and upon this 
occafion treated them (or offered to do it) 
with every thing their wretched habita- 
tions afforded, and behaved very kindly 
tothem. Their huts are made of a few 
boards, which they take away with them 
when they go to their winter quarters. 
It is very furprizing to feehow well they 
will fhape their boards with the hocking 
tools they employ; fome’ of them being 
full ten feet long, two feet and a half 
broad, and not more than an inch thick. 


Speaking of the advantage which 
would arife from a fur om being 
eftablifhed here, Capt. Portlock fays, 


I thall now take leave of my Indian tra- 
ders, and for the laft time of the Ameri- 
can coaft, The ineftimable value of their 
furs will ever make it a defirable trade, 
and whenever it is eftablifhed upon a pro 
per foundation, and a fettlement made, 
will become a very valuable and lucrative 
branch of commerce, It would be an ea- 
fy matter for either government or our 
Eaft-India company to make a fettlement 
of this kind, and the thinnefs of the in- 
habitants will make it a matter of eafy 
practicability ; and as the company are 
under the neceflity of paying the Chi- 
nefe incafh for their teas, I look upon ita 
fettlement on this coaft might be effe&- 
ed at avery inconfiderable expence, which 
would morethan pay them for every ar- 
ticle that is brought from China. Another 
convenience likely to acerue, is from a 
well-known enterprifing charater having, 
if he meets with proper encouragement 
from the country, intentions of going 
over land to thefe parts; by this means 
willbe finally determined the long fought 
North-weft paffage, with fome account 
of the interior parts of the country, te 
which we arelfyet entire ftrangers. That 
fuch an event may take place, muft be the 
with of every lover of his country; 
and though the enterprife is fraught with 
every danger that idea can fuggeft, yet 
what is it that Britifh valour dares not 
attempt ? 


After quitting the American coaft, 
Captain Portlock proceeded to Sand- 
wich Ifles, and thence to China; 
from which he failed to England, 
where he arrived in the end of Au- 
guft, 1788. He concludes this ac- 
count of his voyage in the following 
words. 

The ‘grand obje& of the voyage, of 


which an account is given in the nre- 
ceding 
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eeding fheets, being to trade for furs, with 
an expectation, no doubt, of gaining more 
than comimon profits, by an undertaking 
which at once was new, hazardous, and 
uncertain, the world will naturally en- 
quire whether fach expectation has been 
anfwered, and more particularly as re- 
ports have been mduttrioufly propagated 
to the contrary. 

That the King George’s Sound Com- 
pany have not accumulated immenfe for- 
tunes, may perhaps be true; -but itis no 
lefs certain that they are gainers to the 
amount of fome thoufands of pounds ; and 
that the voyage did not anfwer the-utmott 
extent of their withes, undoubtedly was 
Owing to their own inexperience; for 
when the King George and Queen Char- 
lotte arrived at Canton, and evena month 
after that period, prime fea-otter {kins 
fold from eighty to ninety dollars each. 
Of this quantity thefe fhips had at leaf 
two thoufand on board, befides a large quan- 
tity of furs of inferior value. But though 
we could have fold our cargo with eafe, 
we were not at liberty to difpofe of one 
material article; the fole management of 
it being vefted in the hands of the Eaft 
India Company’s fupercargoes; and, a 
Tength, the fkims jut mentioned were fold 
for lefs than twenty dollars each. 

From this plain Ratement of fads, the 

ublic may at once perceive that this 
ae of commerce, fo far from being a 
lofing one, is perhaps the molt profitable 
and lucrative employ that the enterprifing 
merchant can poffibly engage in. 


An Institute oF THE Law RE- 
LATIVE TO THE TRIALS AT 
Nist Prius, oviginally publifoed 
in the year 1760, @ new edition, 
with alterations and additios. By 
Arthur Onflow, Efg. Barrilter 
at Law. London, 1789. Whiel- 
don. 


N an adyvertifement prefixed 
I to this work, we are informed, 
that it was firft publifhed in the 
year 1760, without the author’s 
hame, and afterwards republifhed 
by Mr. Juftice Buller, with addi- 
‘tions, under the title of an Intro- 


duétion tothe Law relative to trials 
at Nifi Prius, and that the num- 
ber of modern cafes not inferted 
in any former edition of it was the 
editor’s motive for this undertaking. 
The latter cafes cited in it render 
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it, we muft own, an ufeful appen- 
dix or fupplement to Mr. Juttice 
Buller’s Introduction, &c. but we 
cannot go fo far as to recommend 


it in exclufion of that valuable 
work, 
HisToRY OF SOME OF THE Ep- 


recrsor Harp Drinkinc. By 
J. C. Lettfom, M.D. F.R.S. and 
F.S.A. Dilly, 1789. 


HE pernicious effets which 

arife to mankind, by indulg- 
ing too freely in the ufe of ftrong 
liquors, and the many miferies that 
thence follow, are but too well 
known. Hundreds of unthinking 
mortals, by this fafcinating praétice, 
daily ruin their contftitutions, and 
haften that fatal period when they 
look back with horror on their paft 
conduét, and are convinced of their 
error when it is too late for them 
to correct it. Bad habits are eafily 
contracted, but to get rid of them is 
a difficult tafk indeed. We would, 
therefore, ftrongly recommend a 
perufal of this pamphlet to rea- 
ders of every denomination. The 
benevolent and ingenious author here 
expofes in the moft ftriking colors, 
al] that train of evils which are the 
confequences of hard drinking, and 
offers fuch advice upon the fub- 
ject as mutt be of the higheft utility. 


Tue Travetvers ComPANION, or 
New Irinerary OF EnGiano 
AND WALES, WITH PART OF 
ScoTianp, arranged in the manner 
of Copper-plates, Sc. By Thomas 
Pride, and Philip Luckombe. 
Lowndes, 1789. 


gt ti this Itinerary is not 
without faults, we can fay, 
that upon the whole, it is perhaps as 
corre¢t as fuch a werk can be. We are 
therefore of opinion, that. it will 
be found a ufeful companion to thofe 
who travel, either on bufinefs or for 


amufement. 
POETRY 
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ELEGY, 
WRITTENINAGRUB-STREETCARRET, 
FROM THE TRIFLER, 


Now finks the fun within the azure main; 
The dirty walls affume a darker hue; 
Each Brother Poet racks his muddy brain, 
To “Jee freth ftri€tures on the fighting 
CW. 


Now the whole houfe a folemn ftillnefs 
holds, 
Save from the ftaircafe-head, with noify 
tongue, 
My landlady inexorably fcolds, 
And with thrill clamours interrupts my 
fong. 


Beneath a heap of rude wafte- paper plac'd, 
(Alas that Grubeftreet Bards fo foon 
fhould die!) 
The writings of my brethren are difgrac’d, 
Or, doom'd to chandlers-fhops, ne- 
gleéted lie. 


Freth oyfters, chaunted with melodious 
voice, 
Or Printers Devils ever hafty tread, 
Shall nought avail to make thefe men re- 
joice, 
Or roufe thofe writings which to fame 
are dead. 
id 
Forthefe no more the ciclings fhall be fwept, 
Or {piders driven from their dreary dens, 
Who twice ten months have unmolefted 


flept, 
And brav’d the fury of fucceeding pens, 


Oft did the Aétors tremble at their pow’r, 
When rang’d in dread array along the 


pit, 
To hifs the varied fitions of each hour, 
Supreme in judgment, arbiters of wit. 


Let not rich Aldermen the feafts deride 
To which Neceflity the Poet calls; 

For Nature, bountcous parent, can provide 
Delicious fare apart from Gilded Walls. 


Faint are the joys which Ven’fon can be- 
flow, 
Faint is the pleafure Turtle can impart ; 
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By fad experience we are taught to know, 
Thefe ory | limbs fucceed, with an- 
guith’d heart. 


Nor you, thrice happy few ! whofe writ- 
ings pleafe, 
Contemn the Bard whom Fame difdains 
to crown, 
Or fcorn the wretch, whofe vain attempts 
to feize 
The Laureat Wreath, are fadly overe 
thrown. 


Can pompous dedication’s {plendid line, 
Or praifes on richLords profufely pour'd, 
Make Envy her dire qualities refign, 
Or empty fame fatiety afford ? 


Perhaps in this fad garret once has lodg’d 

Some vent’rous Knight, well fkill’d to 
cog the dye, 

Who dextroufly the Bailiffs oft hasdodg’d, 

Or made the fleepy watchmen nimbly fly. 


Some fturdy Humphries, that with brawny 
fifts 


’ 
Well tkill’d in Boxing’s /cientific lore, 
Defy’d the Sons of Ifrael to the lifts, 
And beat their champion till he rofe no 
more, 


Some Peter Pindar here hastun’d his iyre, 
Or fome fagacious Pig here learn’d to 
read ; 
Some Juggler chew’d a ftonc, or fwal- 
low’d fire; 
Or here to eat live cats ’twas firft de- 
creed. 


Yet e’en their fame from Malice to defend, 
Unhappy Poets thall eflay to write, 
With labour’d lines, and verfes badly 


penn’d, 
Whate’er the God * of Dullnefs may res 
cite, 


Their Names and Portaits on the dufty 
walls, 
With ballads fetting forth their high 
renown, 
In rural cottages, or fervants halls, 
Shall gratify the gaping country clown. 


For what incurious mind could e’er refign 
The bufy buftling pleafures of the town; 


* The author is confcious that Dullnefs has been generally reprefented in a female 
form, but fince of late the has been fo notorioufly intimate with gentlemen of various 
defcriptions, he has thought proper to give licr a husband, to fave her reputation. 


Vor. Ill, 
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Who could the joys of London e’er de- 
cline, 

Unlefs deterr’d by Poverty’s fad frown ? 

On fome gay fcene, by flatt’ring Fancy 

dreke'd, 
The vifionary mind ftill loves to dwell ; 
And’ Sadler’s Wells, or Lord Mayor’s 
gaudy vett, 
Delight the village beau, orruftic belle. 


For thee, who, mindful of the Scribbler’s 
lot, 
Dot inthefe lines their ill fuccefs relate, 
If chance, when in the world thy name’s 
forgot, 
Some kindred Poet fhould enquire thy 
fate: 


Haply fome Tavern Waiter may declare, 
Oft we have feen him at the hour.of ten 
Sipping his coffee, with a mournfy! air, 
Or holding fage difcourfe with learned 
men, 


In yonder box, now moiften’d, as with 
tears, 
Conning his wayward verfes he would fit; 
Now footh’d with hope,and now deprefs’d 
with fears, 
He pour’d the wild effufions of his wit. 


One morn we mifs’d him at the ’cuftom’d 


> 
Nor a the bar, nor in the room was he: 
Another came, who had not feen his face 
In the King’s Bench, or Fleet, or Mar- 
thalfea. 


Him next, in fad proceffion borne along, 
We faw proceeding through the church- 
yard's gloom ; 
Affli€tion had abridg’d his mournful fong, 
And wrote this fad infcription on his 
tomb, 


EPITA P.H. 
Here refts his head, fix feet beneath the 
earth, 
An haplefs youth, to Hunger often 
known ; 
The Grub-ftreet Mufes frown’d not at his 
birth, 
But mark’d the fcribbling infant for 
their own, 


Tho’ in his breaft each virtue made abode, 
The Public never recompens’d his lays ; 
He gave the King—’twas all he could—an 
Ode 
The King refus’d bis only wifh—the 
Bays, 


No farther feck his errors to reveal, 
Or fcrutinize his wit with envious eye ; 
Oblivion’s hand his writings fhal! conceal, 
And with the Poet all bis works fhall die. 


= = 6%, 
VERSES to PRUDENCE, 
IN THE 


WRITTEN BY AN OFFICER, 
WEST INDIES, 


HA, fav’rite virtue of the wond’rous 
wile! 

Whom plodding-cits and faded virgins 
prize; 

But whofe fage counfels never could pre- 
{cribe 

A rule of condué to the rhyming tribe ! 

Carelefs they trip the flow’ry wilds along, 

And, fcorning wealth, content them with 
a fong. 

Topleafure too extravagantly prone, 

Thy friendthip or authority to own; 

Their hearts too foft, their feelings far too 
itrong, 

Nicely to {crutinize the right and wrong; 

Miftaken tendernefs will ftill deceive, 

And thoughtlefs generofity believe. 

They fly to pleafure, and they toil for fame, 

But loiter ft:H when int’reft is the game, 

The lazy Bard, tho’ poverty appear, 

To Prudence never lends a docile ear; 

Her {wift approach relu€tantly he fees, 

Yet facrifices fortune to his eafe, 

In court, or city, or in ruftic grove, 

In bus’nefs, friendfhip, enmity, or love, 

Into a thoufand errors he will run, 

Thy. pupils ever have the pow’r to fhun. 


Yet hard the heart, and fordid is the foul, 
That ne'er, in youth, difputed thy control ! 
Whatever faults my foes have found in me, 
They ne’er reproach’d me asa flaveto thee ! 
Oft have I {purn’d thy falutary fway, 
While Folly led me her fantaftic way; 
When Beauty fmil’d, I gave thee oft the 


flip, 
And fear'd no falfehood from the rofy lip; 
I chofe the tohaaene without aclew, 


And fled fo faft, thou fcarcely could’ 
purfue. 

But lay, grim goddefs, all the paft afide, 

Since now I fometimes take thee for my 
guide: 

Yet think note’er (for fuch I ne’er hall 
be! 

To find , zealous votary in me ; 

For, ftill no darling deity of mine, 

I ne’er fhall bow devoutly at thy fhrine. 

To Sorrow’s tale I ne’er can fhut my ear, 

Nor can experience make me infincere: 

I know mankind, and for my {kill have 

aid, 

Yet Rin muft truft, and may be fill be- 

tray’d, 


An even path thy dui! adherents keep, 
Asthro’ life’s pilgrimage they fafely creep; 
: ‘ pug $ y y F 
No pleafure tempts them e’erto go aftray; 
No pity moves them from the beaten way ; 
Fhlegmatic iouls, whom friendthip ne’er 

g 
could fire, 
And hearts that never felt a foft defire; 


Curs’d 











“©. =. @ 




























P O Ef 


Cars’d-with a gloomy jealoufy of mind; 

That dreads fome villainy from al! man- 
kind; 

No mutual confidence they e’er poffefs’d, 

But keep their fecrets lock’d within their 
breatt ; 

Contagious pleafure they have never known, 

And fearce e’er felt arapture of theirown; 

Too wife another's agonies to fhare, 

They have no tears of fympathy to {pare. 

Whate’er contributes to their eafe, or 


health, 
Secures their fafety, or augments their 
wealth, 


Js all the objet of their with and prayer, 

And all their Rudy, happinefs, and care ; 

Obtaining thefe, 7 ie heed no other’s pain, 

Or, difappointed, care not who obtain. 

From day to day they dully trudge along, 

If not quite right, yet feldom very wrong : 

With cautious fteps, they tread fecure from 
frame, 

But never, never feel a wilh for fame; 

Too wary often to incur a fall, 

Yet far too fearful e’er to rife at all; 

No bright itivention have they e’er eflay’d, 

No great improvement have they ever 


made, 

Had all mankind fubmitted to thy reign, 

What thirft of knowledge had been giv’n 
in vain! 

Who then the wilds of {cience would ex- 
plore? 

Qr who had wander’d from his native 
fhore ? 

In vain might breezes blow, and oceans 
roll, 

Could’ft thou deprefs the eriterprifing foul! 

Thy fubjeés are the fpiritle{s and cold. 

The fons of Geniusare the rafh and bold. 

Ye Indian realms, where Fate has bid me 
fteer, 

Did ever Prudence {end Columbus here ? 


Thou, ftubborn virtue of a {elfith heart, 
In gen’rous bofoms claim’it but little part. 
Didft thou e’er glow with charity divine? 
Or was Compailion e’er a child of thine ? 
Yet let me, Prudence, never widely rove 
From the fecure, but gloomy path you love! 
As an attendant be thou near meiftill, 

But not the tyrant mater of my will, 
Let not the man 1 love to call my friend, 
Meanly to court thee ever condefcend ; 
Let him be fuch as can at times purfue, 
But, fore’d by feelings, can forfake thee 
too; 
Be he, like all the generous and brave, 
Oft thy companion, but be ne’er thy flave. 
But, above all, oh! let me never prove 
Thee the firft virtue of the maid I love! 
By thee direéted, let her crofsthe brake 
That hides, in flowery fhrubs, the wily 
fnake; 


* A ridge of mountains on the borders of England and Scotland. 
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But when imopen day fhe fafely treads 

The wide champaign, and undeceitful 
meads, 

Thy narrow footfteps let her trace no more, 

But freely frolic, now the danger’s o’er. 

Tho’ ftill fo near, thy path fhe foon may 
find, 

Yet let her keep thy Gorgon face behind. 

Tho’ flern thy pow’r o’er ftoic hearts may 
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e 
She loves but little who ne’er laugh’d at 
thee. 


VERSES WRITTEN IN JAMAICA, 
IN THE DOG-DAYS. 


TO A FRIEND. 


O'ER fertile vales, and mountains greeny 
You bid my wand’ring eye to ftray ; 
And tel] meeach furrounding icene 
Affords a fubje@ for my lay. 


€ Go fing yon. pure meéand’ring ftream, 

** That thro’ luxuriant valleys roves; 
*© That now refleds the noontide beam, 

‘¢ Now hides within the fragrant groves. 


‘© Did e’er your boafted native Tweed 
** In fuch romantic windings play ? 
*¢ Or found he e’er fofair a mead, 
‘s Thro’ whichto fporthis wanton way ? 


** Bleak, bare, and barren, Cheviot* lours; 
** Chill is the wind, and keen the fro 
*¢ But thefe more lofty hills of ours 
“ Eternal vegetation boaft.’” 


My eye, ’tis true, this moment views 
The richeft fcenes e’er Poet fung ; 

Yet unpropitious is the Mufe, 
My heart unfir’d, my harp unftrung. - 


Say, what avails the f{cented grove ? 
Or what the verdure of the vale? 

Aniidft-their beautiescan we rove ? 
Or can we half their{weets inhale ? 


‘ 


Or what avails the mountain’s pride, 
That thus attraéts the longing eye ? 

We cannot climb its beauteous fide, 
To tafte the diftarit charms we {py. 


A burning fun, a fultry air, 

Our nerves in liftlefs languor bind ; 
Each aétive priticiple impair, 

And ev’ry funétion of the mind. 


In temp’ rate climates reign the Nine, 
Where healthful Bards may widely ftroll; 
There Paffion breathes in ev’ry line, 
And Fancy kindles allthe foul. 
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But, underneath this glowing fky, 
Our firft felicity is ease: 

Give me in indolence to lie; 

' Be you the Poet, if you pleafe. 
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A WINTER PIECE. 


I" was a winter’s evening, and faft came 
down the fnow, 

And keenly o’er the wide heath the bitter 
blaft did blow, 

When a damfel all forlorn, quite bewil- 
der’d in her way, 

Prefs’d her baby to her bofom, and fadly 
thus did fay— 


«| Oh! cruel was my father, that fhut 
*¢ his door on me! 

“« Ard cruel 'was my mother, that fuch a 
** fight could fee! 

* And cruel is the wintry wind, that 
** chills my heart with cold! 

*¢ But crueller than all, the lad that left 
** my love for gald ! 


‘¢ Hath, hufh my lovely baby, and warm 
*« thee in my breaft— 

*¢ Ah! little thinks thy father how fadly 
*s we’re diftreh! 

** For, cruel as he is, did he know but 
** how we fare, 

«* He’d thield us in his arms from this bit- 
** ter piercing air. 


# Cold—cold, my deareft jewel! thy 
‘* little life is gone! 

“°Oh, let my tears revive thee! fo warm 
‘© that trickle down— 

* My tears that guth fo warm, oh! they 
“* freeze before they fall—— 

« Ah! wretched, wretched mother! thou’st 
*© now bereft of all!’ 


Then down fhe funk, defpairing, upon 
the drifted fnow, 

And, wrung with killing anguifh, lamented 
loud her woe: 

She kifs’d her baby’s pale lips, and laid 
it by her fide: 

Then caft her eyes to heaven, and bow’d 
her head, and died! 


The fallowing TRansiation of the above 
beaxtiful little Eveey is taken from Pro- 
lufiones Poctier, lately publifed,* 


VESPER erat: campis et nix hyemofa 
rucbat, 
Stridebatque Aquile, per loca mefta fitu; 
Hec, incerta viz, peragrabat fola puelia, 
Jnfantemque premens, coepit acerba 
gueri, 
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‘* Heu! pater ille ferus, nate qui tea ne. 
gavit, 
Et fera, qux vidit talia, mater erat, 
Et fera vis venti eft, quz fic mea pectora 
tundit, 
At,mihi qui nummos pratulit,ille magis. 


“ Parvule mi, taceas, gremio renovefque 
calorem ; 

Ah! nefcit genitor, nos mala quanta 
premunt; 

Si noftros fciret, durus licet, ille dolores 

Vix byemem miferos ladere vellet acrem 


* Blandule vz! friges, friges; calor offa 
reliquit ; 
Sufcitet ex oculis fervida gutta meis! 
Fervida, gutta fluit, fed congelat aura 
fluentem : 
Ah! nunc infelix, orbaque mater ego.” 


Jam nive congefta miferé projabitur ex- 


ipes 
Infandumque gemit, quod dolor intis 
agit; 
Tum lateri natum apponens, atque ofcule 
figens 


Sufpicit, ct fle&it, morte gravata, caput, 


To HOP &, 


FRIEND of the wretch whofe bofom 
bleeds, 
A prey to Anguifh and Defpair, 
When tort’ring thought to thought fuc- 
ceeds, 
Whenlife is fcarcely worth our care, 
Oh, hither come, and fmile on me, 
The helplefs child of Mifery. 


To me how fweet life’s carly dawn, 
And, ob ! how {weet youth’s rofy hours ; 
I gaily {ported on the lawn, 
And rov’d amid my native bow’rs : 
But manhood chang’d the fcene of glee, 
And brought me Woe and Mifery. 


E’er, then, to wan Defpaira prey, 
E’er Sorrow’s bitter cup runs o’er, 
E’er hateful waftes the parting day, 
** F’er life itfelf can charm no more,"* 
In pity come, and {mile on me, 
The helplefs child of Mifery, 


But if I court thine aid in vain, 
If flow relu€tance guides thine eye, 
Death then alone can eafe my pain, 
And hufh to peace the rifing figh : 
He fets the pining captive free, 
And gives the balm for Mifery. 


* Printed at Chefez, 
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PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 
Tuurspay, May 14, 


HE Militia Pay bill, and the bill to 

repeal the County Eleétion act, were 
xead athird time, and pafled. The Brid- 
lington Harbour bill, the Doncafter Road 
bill, and Mr. Robert’s Name bill, were 
read a fecond time, and committed for 
to-morrow, The Shoreditch Road bill, 
the Shaddon Road bill, and the Odiham 
Inclofure bill, went through a Commit- 
tee, and were reported. Adjourned. 


HOUSEor COMMONS. 
Tuurspay, May 14. 


Mr. Gafcoigne moved, that the order 
for refuming the Committee on the Slave 
Trade on Monday be read ; and faid, that 
from the form in which the propofitions 
on that fubje@& had been prefented, the 
perfons moft materially concerned had 
not been able to get ready their evidence, 
and requefted the indulgence of the Houle 
for three days longer. It was therefore 
his intention to move to difcharge the or- 
der for Monday, and to make a new or- 
der for Thurfday next. 

Mr. Wilberforce {aid, it was his with to 
afford every reafonable opportunity for 
fair difcuffion; but to noth cienatnen 
delay. He had therefore no objc&ion to 
the motion, but hoped the parties con- 
cerned would be aa on Thurfday. 

The order of the day was read foe the 
fecond reading of the Leicefter Canal bill, 

Sir James Erfhine {aid the bill had been 
brought forward by furprize, and moved 
to adjourn the fecond reading to that day 
four months, 

This brought on a fhort converfation, 
and the Houfe divided. 

For poftponing the fecond reading 73 

Again it ss 35 

Majority 38 

Adjourned. 


Fripay, May 15. 


Sir William Young moved, that the bill 
to prevent vexatious removals of the poor, 
and to fupply defeéts in the poor laws, 
be read a fecond time. 

This bill, he faid, was only part of a 
more extenfiye fyftem, of which, if he 


fucceeded in the outfet, he meant to fub- 
mit the whole to the Houfe. Having laid 
down a variety of general propofitions, as 
the ground of the prefent proceeding, he 
obferved, that to levy new taxes for the 
{upport of the poor, was not the policy 
which ought to be adopted, but to make 
fuch provifions as would induce the poor, 
who were capable of labour, to fupport 
themfelves. If one man, poor and able, 
was a difgrace to a community flourifhing 
in arts and commerce, what was to be 
thought of the numbers of able-bodied 
poor to be found in this country? It was 
wife to open every poflible avenue to in- 
duftry, inftead of chafing it from that 
fituation in which it could be exerted 
with profit tothe individual, and advan- 
tage to the fate, toa fituation where per- 
haps it could not be exerted at all. Such, 
howewer, was in many inflances the ope- 
ration of the a& of Charles II. as it was 
generally underftood. The abufe of re- 
movals was obvious. That aét was framed, 
as appeared by the preamble, againf the 
wandering tribe of paupers, who never 
fixed in any place but for evil purpofes ; 
but was now perverted to vexatious re- 
movals of the ingenious mechanic and the 
laborious peafant. It was the intent of 
the bill to guard againft fuch removals. 
There were thofe who thought that fuch 
an alteration would open a door to gene- 
ral vagrancy among the lower clafs; but 
he trufted the candour of the Houfe would 
not fuffer him to be borne down by autho- 
rity. He admitted that the aé of Charles 
Il. could not be touched without danger, 
had it not been mifconftrued and fuper- 
feded by fubfequent aés. If to the ree 
ftri€tions which he meant to retain, viz. 
reftri€tions againit perfons deferting their 
families, common beggars, perfons able 
and refufing to work, or pedlars without 
licences, or perfons {pending their time 
in alchoufes, without being able to give 
re account of themfelves—if to thefe any 
reftri€tions could be added that did not 
militate againit the principles of this, and 
of every free conflitution, he fhould give 
up the point. He animadverted on the 
gth of George I11. by which the poor of 
different parifhes were to be maintained 
by contraét, which, he faid, obftru@ed 
induftry, and prevented population, and 
therefore ought to be repealed. On the 
whole, the poor laws ought to be brought 
as near as pollible to the {pirit of the 43d 
of Elizabeth. This was the purport of 
the prefent bill, which was the firft part 

of 





222 


of his plan. Thedfecond would be to re~ 
form the vagrant act, the baftafd laws; 
and thofe that related to the other delin- 
quencies of the poor, It was the princi- 
le only to which he was attached, and 
¢ fhould be happy to modify the refpec- 
tive claufes, in a Committec, to the fatis- 
fa&tion of gentlemen who might feel ob- 
jetions to them in their prefent thape. 

Mr. follife faid, if the Hon. Baronet 
would bring ina bill to prevent vexatious 
removals only, that perhaps might be 
agreeable to the Houfe, but the bill as 
it ftood, in his opinion, could not. He 
then proceeded to examine the principal 
Claufes of it, and concluded with faying, 
that he fhould vote againft the fecond 
Yeading. 

Sir Richard Hill liked the bill, and 
wifhed that the matter of it might be in- 
veftigated, He thought the oppofition 
made to it arofe principally from its being 
calculated to remove, effeétually, the evils 
complained of in the poor laws. 

_ Sir ‘vt Mawébey faid, the mover of 
the bill deferved the thanks of the Houfe, 
though the provifions of it were fuch as he 
could not agree to. He was for its being 
read a fecond time, 

Mr, Whitbread was of opinion that the 
poor laws ftood inno need of amend- 
ment; the only defe& was in the negli- 
gence of thofe who ought to put them in 
execution. 

After a little farther converfation, in 
which Mr. F. A. Brown, Mr. F. Smith, 
Sir William Young, Mr, Gilbert, Mr, Fekyl, 
and fome others, took a fhare, the 
Houfe divided on the motion for the fe- 
cond reading, when there appeared 





For it 24 
Againtt it —_— 32 
Majority & 


Th a Committee, went through Mr. 
Rolle’s poor bill, which was ordered to 
be printed with the amendments, Ad- 


joarned. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 
Saturpay, May 16. 


Several private inclofure bills were read 
a third time, and paffed. Two appeals 
from Scotland ftood for argument, but 
were poftponed by the defire of the parties. 
Sir John Woodhoufe brought up a private 
bill from the Commons, Adjourned. 


Monpay, May 18. 


Heard Counfel further in the appeal 
from the Court of Seffion, the Rev. W. 
Mitchel appellant, and Sir Thomas Dun- 
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das and others refpondents. Proceed on 
Friday. 

The order of the day being read for 
fummoning their Lordthips, 

Earl Stanhope rofe-to' call the attention 
of the Houfe to a fubje& which he had on 
a former occafion alluded to. The nume- 
rous pénal aéts relative to religious’ opi- 
nions, which yet exifted in our ftatute 
books, were a difgrace to the legiflature 
of the country. To repeal them was the 
obje& of the bill which it-was His inten- 
tion to bring forward on the prefent occa- 
fion, and in which heh forthe fup- 
port of their Lordfhips. The noble Earl 
faid, that as it would fave much time, he 
would ftate but a few of thofe ftatutes; 
but they were fo ridiculous and abfurd, 
that he was perfuaded they would be 
confidered as a fufficient ground for the 
bill. His Lordthip then proceeded to 
read extraés from the various aéts of Par- 
liament for compelling attendance on 
public worfhip, beginning with the firft 
of Queen Elizabeth, which impofes a 
fine of twelve petice on every perfon who 
does not go to church every Sunday and 
évery holiday. This:he conceived to be 
a fpecies of robbery-bat it was nothing, 
he faid, when compared to the penalties 
exaéted by fubfequent ftatutes in the fame 
feign, which enacted, that if any perfon 
fhould be abfent from churcit for one 
month, he or fhé was to pay a fine of 
twenty pounds for the fir offence, and 
if repeated, it amounted to confifcation ‘of 
property, and imprifomment. Having 
commented for fomc time on the extreme 
abfurdity of impofing puuifhment on res 
ligious opinions, he proceeded to quote 
a variety of other aéts on the fame fubjeay 
particularly the penalties impofed for cat~ 
ing flefh on days which had been appros 
priated to the confumption of fih, He 
took notice alfo-of a very remarkable {ta- 
tute, which declared, that if any man 
married two wives, or one widow, he was 
liable to be profecuted for bigamy. On 
this curious law, he faid, a profane wag, 
of the Temple, had obferved—that it 
ought to have been entituled an aé& for 
putting widows on /hort commons. After 
reciting the heads of many other ftatutes 
rélative to religious duties, he went on 
to comment on the Canons of the church, 
whith he was happy to find, from the fen- 
timents of a léarned and enlightened pre- 
late (the Bifhop of London) were fo ad- 
verfe to the opinions of the prefent day. 
The noble Earl concluded with reciting 
the heads of his bill, and then moved that 
it might be read a fi¥ft time. 

The Lord Chancellor put the queftion, 
obferving, that the bill was brought in 
without leave, 

The bill was read a firft time, and or- 
dered to be printed, 

Lord 























Lord Hawke moved the fecond reading 
ef the Northumberland fithery bill. 

The Lerd Chancellor {aid he had a very 
material objeétion to the bill, becaufe it 
went to conititute a trade, while it pre- 
vented any attachment of the private pro- 
perty of the individuals who compofed 
the company. This objection, however, 
which he had to make, would come with 
equal cram in a future ftage of the 
bulinefs. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 
MonpXy, May 18, 


Mr. Dempfter prefented a petition from 
the Hawkers and Pedlars, praying for the 
repeal of two claufes in the es5th of the 
King, one of which prohibits them from 
coming within two miles of a market 
town, and the other empowering the 
Juftices in Quarter Seffions to prevent 
them from coming into any county. The 
petition fet forth, that, without the re- 
peal of thefe claufes, many of the peti- 
tioners would be incapable of providing 
for their families; and that they were fe- 
conded in their application by the manu- 
fa€turers and wholefale dealers of the 
principal towns, 

The petition was brought up, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the bill to 
amend the aé to which it refers. 

In a Committee of Supply, refolved, 
that 713,000]. be granted for the ordinary 
of themavy; and that 575,000]. be grant- 
ed for building and repairing fhips for 
the current year, 

{n a Committee of the whole Houfe on 
the Hawkers and Pedlars bill, 

Mr. Rofe brought up a claufe to prohi- 
bit them from coming within two miles 
of market towns. 

Mr, Dempfter oppofed the claufe, as 
oppreffive and uncommercial ; as an inter- 
ference between the buyer and the feller, 
which the fhopkcepers had no right to 
afk for, and which it did not become the 
wifdom or-the juftice of the Legiflature to 
make. 

The Lord; Advocate of Scotland faid, it 
was an unprincipled law which firft levied 
on men a duty for a licence, and then 
took from them the means of exercifing 
their profeflion. 

Mr. Francis faid, the fhopkeepers had 
been relieved from the tax in confequence 
of which this reftri€tion had been impofed 
on the Hawkers and Pediars, and there- 
fore could have no pretence for defiring 
it to be continued. 

Mr. J. H. Browne faid, if Hawkers and 
Pedlars were not ufeful to the country, 
tf they were not even neceflary in many 
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parts of it, their trade would decreafe of 
itfelf; if they were ufeful, it was unjuit 
to lay them under improper reftridtions. 

Sir James Johnftone {aid the fupprefflian 
of Hawkers and Pedlars had been defired 
by the thopkeepers, firft, becaufe they 
were all Jews; next, becaufe they were 
all Germans ; and laft ofall, becaufe they 
were all fmugglers. It did not appear 
that they fell within either of thofe com- 
prehenfive defcriptions, but were, in 
reality, a very induftrious body of peo- 
ple, and entitled to the fame proteétion, 
and the fame indulgence from the Legifla- 
ture, as their fellow fubje&ts the fhop- 
keepers. 

Mr. Pulteney faid there was no pretence 
for the claufe, as no evidence had been 
produced againft the Hawkers and Pedlars 
He believed they interfered oaly with the 
{muggling fhopkeepers. 

The Committee divided, when there 


appeared 
For the claufe _ 36 
Againtt it _— 29 





Majority 7 

Mr, Rofe then brought up a claufe to 
empower the Juftices of any county to 
prevent Hawkers and Pedlars from enter- 
ing it, 

Bi. Dempfter oppofed it, and a fhort de- 
bate took place, which produced a fecond 
divifion. The numbers then were 


For the claufe -_— 26 
Againit it _ 27 
Majority 2 


The remainder of the bill was thea 
gone through, and the Houfe adjourned: 


HOUSE or LORDS. 
Tuerspay, May 19. 


The Lords being met, a meflage was 
fent to the Honorable Houfe of Com- 
mons by Sir Francis Molyneux, Gentle- 
man Ufher of the Black Rod, acquaintiag 
them, that the Lords, authorifed by vir- 
tue of his Majefty’s Commiffion, for de- 
claring *his Royal Affent to feveral aéts 
agreed upon by bothHoufes, defired the im- 
mediate scree of thatHonorableHoufe 
in the Houfe of Pcers, to hear the Commif- 
fion read, and the Commons being come 
thither, «the faid Commiflion, empower- 
ing the Lord Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
the Lord -High Chancellor of Great Bri- 
tain, and Lord Sydney, to declare and 
notify the Royal Affent to the faid ads, 
was read accordingly, and the Royal Af- 
fent given to the Militia Pay bill—the bill 
to repeal the Shop Tax aét—the Quebec 
Trade bill—the bill for fufpending the 
County Eleion a& for a limjted time— 
the 
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the bill for repealing the County ‘Ele€tion 
a&t—the Callico Printers bill—the Shore- 
ham Harbour bill—the Ely Drainage bill 
—the Wanftead Church bill—the Old- 
fireet Road bill, together with 13 other 
public, and 13 private bills. 

Several private bills were read a third 


‘time, and paffed. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 
Turspay, May 1g. 
The Houfe being returned from attend- 


ing his Majefty’s commiifion, feveral re- 
ports were received from Committees on 


- private bills. Mr. Gilbert not being prefent, 


the report from the Committee of Supply 


‘was adjourned till to-morrow; as ‘was 


alfo the further confideration of the Deb- 
tor and Creditor bill. Adjourned. 


HOUSE or LORDS, 
Wepnespay, May 20. 


After debating fome time ona queftion 
of evidence, on which their Lordfhips had 
adjourned from Weftminfter Hall, a mef- 
fage was fent to the Commons, that their 
Lordthips had agreed to feveral bills, and 
that they would proceed farther on the 
trial of Warren Haftings to-morrow. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 
Wepwnespay, May 20. 


Mr. Alderman Newnham prefented a pe- 
tition from the merchants and fhip owners 
trading from the port of London to the 
coait of Africa, fetting forth the danger- 
ous confequences to be apprehended from 
the abolition of the Slave Trade, and pray- 
ing to be heard by counfel againft it. 

Lord Penrhyn prefented petitions of a 
fimilar nature from the agents for the plan- 
tations, from the planters, mortgagees, and 
other annuitants of the Weft India iflands 
tefiding in Liverpool; from the mer- 
chants trading from that port to the coaft 
of Africa; from the manufaéturers of and 
dealers in iron, brafs, and copper, inha- 
bitants of Liverpool, &c. 

Mr. Elackburne prefented a petition 
from certain madiftoress in the town 
and neighbourhood of Manchefter, ftating 
that they had prepared a confiderable 
quantity of manufaétures for the African 
trade. which were unfit for any other 
market, and that they fhould confequently 
fuitain confidcrable lofs by the abolition 
of the Slave Trade. Mr. Gafcoigne pre- 
(uid a-petuion from the Corporation of 


Liverpool againft the abolition; as did 
Lord Maitland from the agents for An- 
tigua. 

Mtr. Alderman Watfon prefented a petition 
from the merchants, mortgagees, and 
ether creditors of the fugar coionies, refi~ 
dent in London, who, he faid, although 
not the moft numerous, were the moft 
confiderable clafs of petitioners againft the 
abolition, from the importance of the in~ 
terefts they had at ftake. He took that 
opportunity of declaring, that although 
he did not agree entirely with the peti- 
tioners, yet, from the confideration he 
had been able to beftow on the fubjec, 
he was perfuaded that a {peedy abolition 
would be repugnant to humanity and 
found reafon. 

Mr. Mainwaring moved for leave to 
bring in a bill to explain and amend an 
aétmade in the fixth year of his prefent Ma- 
jefty, entituled, an aft for encouragin 
the growth of trees, roots, plants, an 
Shrubs. By this aét, to bark or deftroy 
foreft trees, or to break, root up, or de- 
ftroy plants, trecs, or fhrubs, in an inclo- 
fure, in the night, was made felony, It 
was not, however, found fufficient to 
proteét this fpecies of property, the de- 
flroying of which by day could be punifh- 
ed only as a trefpafs or mifdemeanor. 
The amendment he meant to propofe, 
was to leave out the words by night, and 
infert in their room by day or by night. 

Mr, Sheridan, Mr. Hufey, Mr. Wynd~ 
ham, and Sir James Fohnfone oppofed it, 
onthe danger and impolicy of multiplying 
or extending the penal laws; and Srr Fo- 
Seph Mawbey, Lord William Ruffel, and 
fome other members fupported it, on the 
ground that an equal degree of proteéion 
was due to the property of gardeners and 
nurferymen as to that of others. 

Mr. Mainwaring faid, he had moved 
for leave to bring in the bill at the requeft 
of the gardeners in the neighbourhood of 
London, who all faid, that they could 
not carry on their bufinefs without addi- 
tional proteétion from thelaw. Ona di- 
vifion, there appeared 

For bringing in the bill 30 
Againft it _— 6 


Majority 24 


HOUSE or LORDS. 
Tuurspay, Maya2i, 


Lord Stormont defired to know whether 
the Pruffian treaty was meerly defentive, 
and whether it included Sweden; if fo, he 
could with to ftate the probable conie- 
guences that might thence arife to Great 
Britain, In mighy engage this country in 
a war, and throw the gicat powers ot 
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Ruffia and Auftria into the hands of 
France and Spain. To this queftion the 
nation expected an anfwer, 

The Duke of Leeds was furprifed that a 
quettion of fuch a nature fhould come from 
one who had fo long been a member of 
the Corps Diplomatigue. It ought not to 
be inveftigated. 

Lord Stormont infifted on the propriety 
of the queition; and after a {peech of 
fome length, in which he took a view of 
the different treaties between the feveral 
European powers, maintained, that the 
prefent one was direétly oppofite to the 
true intereft of Britain. 

The Lord Chancellor, after fome pointed 
obfervations, faid, that if a fuppofition 
were to be indulged, that an agent of the 
French Adminiftration wifhed to know 
the whole of the political conneétion of 
this country, then fuch a queftion might 
have fome meaning. At prefent, — 
from the noble Lord who had introduce 
the converfation, it could have no fuch 
meaning, for he could not believe that he 
meant any thing injurious by propofing it. 
After fome further converfation the Houfe 
adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 
TuurspaY, May 21. 


Mr, Wilberforce moved the order of the 
Gay, that the Houfe thould refolve itfelf 
into a Committee of the whole Houfe, on 
the matter contained in the feveral peti- 
tions prejented to the Houfe relative to 
the African Trade. This being affented 
to, he next moved, that the Speaker 
fhould then leave the Chair. 

Alderman Sawbridze faid, before he af- 
fented to that motion, he fhould afk the 
Honorable Gentleman one queftion : 
Was it the intention of the Honorable 
Gentleman to go into viva voce evidence 
on the fubje&t? Did he mean to adduce 
any perional evidence at the bar of the 
Houfe in fupport of the propofitions which 
he had fubmitted to the Houfe, or did he 
mean to objeé& to the produdtion of any 
evidence that fhould be brought forward 
in contradiétion to the affertions made in 
thofe propofitions ? for affertions he would 
call them; and he hoped he fhould not 
wander from the queftion, if he faid, that 
the total abolition of the Slave Trade 
would ultimately end in the deftruétion 
of one of the moft valuable branches of 
our commerce, and throw the trade en- 
tirely into the hands of the French. 

Mr. Wilberforce replied, that he was 
determined to reft the ground of his affer- 
tions, if Gentlemen chofe to cali them 
affertions, on the report of the Privy 
Council, At the fame time, he fhould 

Vou Ill. 
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not obje& to any evidence being produced 
that Gentlemen might think proper to 
bring forward. 

Mr. Drake paid feveral compliments to 
Mr. Pitt, but could not confent that the 
Speaker fhould leave the chair. If the 
abolition, however, took place, he hoped 
a proper compenfation would be made to 
thofe who might iuffer by that mealure. 

Alderman Newnham maintained, that the 
abolition of the Slave Trade would prove 
highly injurious to the Britifh commerce, 
as there was fcarcely a merchant. in this 
country who was not either direétly or 
indireAly concerned in it. 

Mr. Henniker faid, he underftood that 
nothing lefs than a total abelition could 
fatisfy the Honorable Gentleman, becaufe 
it wasalledged, that no regulation, how- 
ever humane, could prevent the cruelties 
that attended this tradein Africa. In or- 
der, therefore, to fhew, that the Princes 
of that country did not goto war merely 
for the capture of flaves, in order to fell 
them, he begged leave to read an original 
letter from an African Prince to George 
the Firft. The Prince, in that letter, faid, 
he lived three hundred miles from the 
fea, and had never dealt in the fale of 
flaves. Ambition alone, it feems, prompt- 
ed him to make war on the Princes of 
Africa. He boafted that his grandfather 
had been viétorious in feventy-five bat- 
tles, and himfelf in upwards of two hun- 
dred: healfo boafted of the numbers he 
had taken. That he intended to make a 
preg of forty flaves to his Majeity, and 
our times forty, if he chofe to accept 
them. This letter abounded with ori- 
ginal expreffions, and contained a true 
picture of a barbarous Prince, who confi- 
dered the deftru€tion of his fellow-crea- 
tures as the only end for which he was 
raifed to a throne, Mr. Henniker faid, 
that, in his opinion, the purchaling flaves 
in Africa was fo far from being a piece of 
cruelty, that, however paradoxical it might 
appear, it was a piece of humanity; for 
if we did not purchafe them, extirpation, 
in all probability, would be the confe- 
quence. 

Mr. Courtenay, ina fhort fpeech, com- 
bated thefe affertions, and faid, he did not 
fee that gentlemen gould objeét to pro- 
ceed immediately on the evidence con- 
tained in the Report of the Committee of 
the Privy Council. It certainly could not 
be called an ex parte evidence ; it abounded 
with contradiétions; it contained the evi- 
dence of many who were interefted in 
that branch of commerce, Admirals, Ge- 
nerals, &c. who thought fo highly of the 
happinefs of the flaves, tha’, in comparifon 
to our peafantry, they were to be envied. 
It contained the evidence of Governor 
Devaynes, whofe veracity, he believed, 
was unimpeachable. 

Ff Mr 
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Mr. Vyner did not think that the Houfe 
Ought to proceed on the mere evidence of 
the Privy Council, and Lord Maitland wes 
of the fame opinion. 

Mr, Fox adduced many arguments in 
favor of a total abolition. A reyulation, 
he faid, could at bett be called only a re- 
gulation of robbery. 

Mr. Macnamara thought it indecent in 
Mr. Fox toapply the name of robbery to 
that which the laws of this country had 
fanétioned. 

After a long converfation upon this fub- 
je&, it appeared to be the fenfe of the 
Houle, that the prefent queftion fhould 
be withdrawn, and that a Committee fhould 
be appointed tq hear Council, and exa- 
mine evidence, in fupport of the petitions 
prefented againft the abolition of the 
flave trade; which was agreed to. 


Fripay, May 22. 


General Adeane took the oaths and his 
feat for the couuty of Cambridge, as did 
Captain Finch for the town of Cambridge. 

The Houle having gone into a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe on the Weft- 
miniter Annuity Bill, Sir Harry Houghton 
in the Chair, 

Mr. Hufjey rofe to propofe an amendment 
to onc of the claufes. It was intended, he 
faid, by the bill, to incorporate one hun- 
dred perfons into a fociety to carry ona 
very lucrative bufinefs, and in order to 
fecure thofe who might truft the fociety 
with their money, they propofed to invett 
an hundred thoufand pounds in the Three 
per Cents. and to putin annually an ad- 
ditional ten thoufand pounds, until another 
hundred thoufand pounds fhould be made 
up. The perfonal property of the gen- 
tlemen of the fociety was not, however, 
made an{werable to any debts incurred -by 
the fociety ; he therefore propofed that the 
eftates of the gentlemen fhould be made 
liable, until the whole fum propofed 
fhould be depofited in the funds. He 
alfo propofed, that they fhould annually 
lay before Parliament a true ftatement of 
their debts and credits, taken upon oath 
before the Lord Mayor of London. 

The Speaker faid, on a fubje& of fo much 
importance, he wified the difcuffion to 
bein a fuller Houfe, He was not ready 
to fay whether the regulation propofed 
was or was not proper: there was, how- 
ever, a material difference in calling for 
accounts from this fociety, and from mer- 
chants, the latter having credit, the former 
vrofefling to go only upon a fixed ca- 

ital, 

Vr. Dempfter agreed fully with what 
had fallen from the Speaker. He ap- 


proved highly of the regulation propofed, 
and was of opinion that it ought to be ex- 
tended to all the focieties. 
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Lord Newhaven objefted to the latter 
propofition of the Honorable Gentle- 
man. He faid it would be a great hard- 
fhip on any men to force them to lay open 
their accounts to the infpeétion of the 

ublic. His Lordhip alfo obferved, that 
in the two focieties formed on the fame 
plan, the Royal Exchange Affurance Of- 
fice, and London Affurance Office, no fuch 
1egulation was adopted; he could not, 
therefore, conceive why the propofed fo~ 
ciety fhould be compelled to fuch a mea 
fure. 

Mr. Rofe objc&ted to the Committee pro- 
ceeding in fo thin a Houfe, and moved, 
that the Chairman leave the Chair, and 
report progrefs. 

This motion being agreed to, the Houfe 
was refumed, progre{s reported, and the 
Committee ordered to fit again, and refume 
the debate on Monday, 


HOUSE or LORDS. 


SaturbDAy, May 23. 


The Tarpoley Road Bill was read a fe- 
cond time, and ordered to be committed. 
The Berwick and St. James’s, and feveral 
other private Bills, were read a third 
time, 

Counfel were then called to the Bar 
upon a Scots Appeal, Frances Hay, appel- 
lant, and Robert Hay, of Drummelzier, re- 
fpondent. After hearing the Lord Ad- 
vocate and Mr. Scott on behalf of the 
appellant, until fix, the Lord Chancellor 
adjourned the further hearing of the caufe 
to Monday. 


Monpay, May 25. 


Heard Counfel in the Appeal wherein 
Mifs Frances Hay, only daughter of Wil- 
liam Hay, Efq. by Lady Katherine Hay, 
deceafed, was appellant by her guardians ; 
and Robert Hay, Efq, of Drummelzicr, 
re{pondent. 

The queftion turned upon the inter- 
pretation of a deed of entail entered by 
Sir Robert Hay in the year 1748. The 
Lord Chance!lor afirmed the decree of 
the Court of Seffion, by which Mifs Hay 
is deprived of an eflate of 2000]. a year, 

Several private bills were received from 
the Commons, and read a firft time, and 
at fix o’clock the Houfe adjourned till 
to-morrow. 


COMMONS. 


Monpay, May 25. 

Lord George Cavendifh brought up the 
report of the Cromford Canal Bill, which 
was received. 

Sir 
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Sir Edward Aftley obferved, that the late 
debate on the Slave Trade had been pro- 
duétive of much irregularity, feveral gen- 
tlemen having indulged themfelves in the 
liberty of fpeaking two or three times; a 

raétice which tended greatly to retard 
butinels, by lengthening debate, and which 
he trufted the Houfe would not counte- 
nance in future. 

The Speaker faid he felt himfelf much 
obliged to any gentleman who called the 
attention of the Houfe to the obfervance 
of order, and hoped the Houfe would fup- 
port him in doing what he felt to be the 
moft unpleafant part of his duty, inter- 
rupting a Member who was {peaking ir- 
regularly. 

The Lord Advocate moved for leave to 
bring ina bill to prevent the wilful burn- 
ing of fhips, or deftroying linen or wool- 
len yarn, in that part of Great Britain 
called Scotland. 

Mr. Whitbread made fome obfervations 
on the neceflity of impowering Juttices of 
the Peace to infpe& the poor-houfes, there 
being inftances, he faid, of the poor being 
fuffered to perifh in the workhoufes for 
want of neceffaries, where it was the inte- 
reft of the overfcers to keep the poor-rate 
in the parifh as low as poflible ; but did 
not make any motion. 

Mr. S. Smith moved for various accounts 
of fhips cleared out from the ports of Brif- 
tol, Liverpool, &c, to the coaft of Africa, 
which in reply to a queftion from Lord 
Maitland, he faid could be laid on the ta- 
ble in feven days. ‘Fhe reafon of moving 
for thefe accounts again was, that Mr. 
Wilberforce had not put his motion into 
the technical form. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE or LORDS, 
Tugspay, May 26, 


On the third reading of the bill to in- 
corporate certain perfons therein named, 
under the title of the Northumberland 
Fifhery Society, 

Lord Hawke rofe, and faid, he wifhed to 
introduce a claufe by way of rider to the 
bill, which he hoped would remove the 
objeétions which a learned Lord had 
thrown out againft the bill in a former 
ftage of the bufinefs. The purport of it 
was to compel the Managers of the Com- 
pany to exhibit an annual account of their 
ftock and profits, for the fatisfa€tion of 
their creditors, 

The Lord Chancellor faid, his obje&tion to 
the bill was founded on the general prin- 
ciple that every company of adventurcrs 
ought to be liable for the debts it 
contra&ted. He was fatisfied that the 
bill could not be in better hands than the 
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noble Lord’s, and he confeffed that the 
claufe propofed to be introduced would 
in a great meafure obviate his objections 
to it, as it would give.an opportunity to 
the creditors of the Company of judging 
how fartheir intercits were fafe. He did 
not know, however, what the nature of 
their ftock in trade might be, or whether 
it was of that tangible kind which gave 
additional fecurity to the creditor. He 
hoped the noble Lord would acquit him 
of entertaining any {plenetic oppofition to 
the perfons who were the immediate ob- 
jeéts of the bill; they were, no doubt, men 
of refpe&: but the misfortune was, that 
commercial adventures were often changed 
from good to indifferent hands, and on 
that account the fafety of the creditor 
ought to be confulted, The claufe was 
received, and the bill was read a third 
time. Several private bills were brought 
up from the Commons, and read ; after 
which the Houfe adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 


Turspay, May 26. 


A petition was prefented from the town 
of Wigan againft the abolition of the Slave 
Trade. 

The order of the day being read for ree 
fuming the Committee on the Slave Trade, 

Mr. Alderman Newnham faid, that as the 
feafon was now come when many Geutle- 
men wouldwih to leave town, and that asa 
{ubje& of fo much importance to the com- 
mercial interefts of the country might not 
ultimately be decided on in a thin Houfe, 
he fhould, as he had ftated a few days 
ago, move that the Houfe be called over o2 
that day fortnight. 

Mr, Sumner faid, that unlefs it was 
clearly underftood that the Houfe was to 
decide upon the bufinefs finally before 
the prorogation, he fhould divide the 
Houfe againft the motion for a call. 

Mr. Drake faid, it was the duty of the 
Minifter to bring forward the public bufi- 
nefs infuch a manner as that Members of 
Parliament might be able to {pend part of 
their time, and part of their money, in 
their ref{pe€tive counties. They had pro- 
vincial as well as parliamentary duties to 
fulfil; and they could not difcharge the 
former, if they were kept all the f{ummer 
in the difcharge of the latter. 

Mr. Huffey faid, the confideration of the 
bufinefs had been poftponed laft year on 
account of the latenefs of the feflion. It 
was now as late inthe prefent fetlion, as it« 
was then inthe laft. Hetruited Gentlemen 
did not mean to prefs haftily to a decifion, 
or before fufficient enquiry was made. 
Gentlemen, to whofe opinion the Houfe 
juflly paid great deference, hed declared 
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their fentiments on the evidence already 
before the Houfe. He had examined that 
evidence, and he did not think it fufhi- 
ciently Conclufive to vote for the abolition 
onthat alone. He wifhed that thofe gen- 
tlemen who had declared that they were 
ready to go that length, would ftate more 
in detail the arguments on which they 
founded their opinion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he 
would not remind the Houte of the cir- 
cumftances which had protratted the 
commencement of the prefent feffion, 
Although it was as late in the feafon, it 
certainly was not fo late in the feffion as 
when the bufinefs was before the Houfe 
laft year. A full attendance was er 
defirable. Notwithitanding he had forme 
an opinion on the information he had re- 
ceived, which it would be injuftice to his 
own feelings to fay that he thought it pro- 
bable he fhould change, vet it was his inten- 
tion to attend as impartially to every addi- 
tional information that might come be- 
fore the Houfe, as if no fuck opinion had 
been formed. In this ftage of the bufi- 
nefs, when the Houfe was entering on a 
frefh enquiry, it was not reafonable to 
expeét that he fhould ftate the grounds of 
his opinion more at large than he had al- 
ready done ; but when the evidence which 
further enquiry might produce fhould be 
before the Houfe, he would argue on the 
whole together, as on that his opinion 
muft ultimately depend. 

Mr. Macnamara faid, that gentlemen 
ought to cenfider the injury fuftained by 
the colonifts from the agitation of the 
queftion, and what compenfation could be 
made to them if the refult fhould be that 
there was no ground for agitating it at all. 
He was perfeétly convinced it would ap- 
pear in the end to have no rational found- 
ation whatever, but to have been under- 
taken from canting, methodiftical, hypo» 
critical motives, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, it 
was indecent to :mpute fuch motives to 
the author of any parliamentary enquiry. 
They were certainly inapplicable to the 
author of this. If gentlemen who oppofea 
the abolition thought they could make out 
a cafe fo ftrong asto juftify {uch imputa- 
tions, they ougt firft todo fo before they 
prefumed upon it; and the beft way to do 
that, was to go into the enquiry coolly and 
ditpaflionately. 

The Lord Advocate of Scotland was fatise 
fied from the information before the 
Houfe, that if the abolition was refolved 
on, it would be a moft adventurous pro- 


et. 
’ Sir Richard Hill was againft a call of 
the Houfe. He hoped, that while they 


were preparing to emancipate the natives 
of Africa, Members of Parliament would 
If they were kept 


not be made flaves of, 
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fitting till the Dog Days, he feared there 
would be a diffolution of Parliament. 

Mr. Wilberforce thought the motion for 
calling over the Houfe extremely proper. 
As he had formed his own opinion on the 
principles of humanity and religion, he 
might have {pared himfelf the trouble of 
entering into any detail on the policy. 
He had however argued on the policy at 
length; he had divided the fubje& into 
diftinét propofitions, witha view to mect 
enquiry, and to court difcuffion; and he 
was now treated as if he had confined 
himfelf to mere declamation. He might 
with great juftice retort the accufation on 
his accufers, who had hitherto confined 
themfelves to general affertions. As the 
fufpenfion of the great queftion was in it- 
felf an evil, late as it was, the Houfe 
ought toproceed. He wasready to com- 
bat argument with argument, and fhould 
endeavour to meet warmth with tempers 
and harfhnefs with forbearance. 

After a few obfervations from Lord 
Penrhyn, Sir Witliam Dolben, Mr. Min- 
chin, Mr. Gafcoigne, and fome other Mem- 
bers, the Houfe divided; when there ap- 





peared, 
For the Call _ 158 
Again it —— 28 
Majority 130 


The Houfe then refolved itfelf into a 
Committee, Sir William Dolben in the 
Chair, and cight Counfel appeared at the 
Bar in fupport of the feveral claffes of pe~ 
titions againft the abolition, 

Being defired to ftate the petitioners for 
whom they refpeétively appeared, and the 
manner in which they intended to pro- 
ceed, a very defultory and uninterefting 
debate, which lafted two heurs, took 
place, whether they fhould be allowed for 
mally to animadvert on the report of the 
Privy Council, as evidence before the 
Houfe, and-call other evidence to contra- 
di& or invalidate the credit of it, or 
fhould be confined to make out the beft 
cafe they could for their clients, by 
argument and evidence, without pre- 
tending formally to know on what in- 
formation the Houfe grounded its proe 
ceedings. 

Mr, Fox and the Chancellor of the Exches 
quer repeatedly explained, that, accord- 
ing to the rule of parliamentary proceedings, 
the Counfel could have no knowledge in 
point of form, on what information the 
Houfe had proceeded, or meant to pros 
ceed; but were to open their own cafe, 
and fhew, by evidence and argument, 
in what refpe& their clients would be 
injured by any conclufion the Houfe 
might eventually adopt; that in point 
of faét, however, they did know that 
certain information had been laid before 
the Houfe, and might, in making out 
their 

















their own cafe; endeavour to invalidate 
the authority of that, or any other inform- 
ation, as far as they fhould think it likely 
to influence the decifion of the Houfe; in 
doing which, it would be open for them 
to call the fame perfons who had been ex- 
amined before the Privy Council, and to 
crofs examine them to every point of their 
former evidence ; that it was the general 
wilh to allow them every degree of lati- 
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tude that might feem at all conducive to 
full and fair difquifition; and if they 
fhould at any time appear to go into any 
irregularity, then would be the proper 
time to ftop them, and inform them of 
it. 

Mr. Serjeant Le Blanc then proceeded to 
open the cafe of the — concerned 
in the African tradc; after which the 
Houfe adjourned. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 


Conftantinople, Fuly 8. 
"THE plague broke out again laft week in 
the Naval Arfenal, and particularly 
in the quarter inhabited by the flaves and 
prifoners, and ftill continues. It alfo 
rages in a great degree at Smyrna 

Vinise, Auguft1§. His Imperial Majef- 
ty, as a mark of his approbation, has con- 
ferred on the Prince of Saxe-Cobourg the 
Great Crofs of the Military Order of Ma- 
ria Therefa; has fent a {nuff box, richly 
ornamented with diamonds, tothe Ruffian 
General Sutarow, and has promoted feve- 
ral of the officers who had diftinguifhed 
themfelves in the late aétion 

The Prince of Saxe-Cobourg has ad- 
vanced his head quarters into Wallachia, 
Between Fockfchan and Rimnik. 

Vienna, Auguft 1g. The Emperor, after 
three wecks of apparent recovery, has 
been again indifpofed. An abfcefs has 
appeared near the hemorrhoidal veins, 
and an incifion was made in it three fuc- 
ceflive times, on Saturday, Sunday, and 
yefterday. His Majefty ftill keeps his bed, 
though his complaint is not accompanied 
by any fever, 

The Turks having again effe&ed an ir- 
ruption into the Bannat, the corps under 
Geneial Vecfey being of inferior force, 
fell back to Terregova, and afterwards to 
Feinifch, where it was joined on the &th 
inftant by a detachment from Caranfebes, 
and by another from Tranfylvania. The 
Turks gaining intelligence of this rein- 
forcement, immediately retreated to Schu- 
paneck, where they now remain. 

Hague, Augufi 21, Accounts have been 
received here from Liege, that, on the 
8th inftant, a tumultuous affembly of the 
iphabitants of that city, and its diftri€, 
had furrounded the palace of the Prince 
Bifhop, and extorted his affent to diffe- 
rent demands; one of which was, that 
the States General of that principality 
Should be forthwith affembled. 

An exprefs arrived here alfo this morn- 
ing from Maeftricht, with intelligence that 
a bedy of feveral thoufand rioters had af- 
fembied in the neighbourhood of Verviers, 
and had committed various outrages; but 





it does not appear what was the immedi- 
ate motive or pretext for this infurrece 


tion, 

Madrid, Auguft 24. An cdi& of his 
Catholic Majefty has juft been publifhed 
here, by which the trade to the port of 
Manilla, hitherto confined to the Afiatic 
nations, is opened for the term of three 
years, tocommence from the 1{t September 
1790, to the fhips of all the European 
powers, which are allowed to carry thither 
any Afiatic produce (the importation of 
European goods in foreign bottoms re- 
maining ftri€tly prohibited), and to export 
from thence filver, and all Spanifh mer- 
chandize, as well as fuch foreign articles 
as may have been conveyed to that port by 
the Philippine company, on the fame 
terms as this trade is permitted to the Afi- 
atic nations. 

Vienna, Auguft 29. The Emperor was 
yefterday fo much better, as to have been 
able to remain out of his bed for more than 
two hours. As the environs of Laxem- 
bourgh, and even the gardens of that pa- 
lace, are entirely overflowed, in confes 
quence of the prefent inundations, it is 
expected that his Imperial re a will 
return to this capital as foon as he is able 
to bear the motion of a carriage. 

On the xoth inftant died at Triefte, after 
a fhort illnefs, in the fixty-fifth year of his 
age, his Excellency Peter Langlois, Ge- 
neral of Infantry, Colonel-proprietor of 
the regiment of infantry bearing his name, 
Commander in Chief of Anterior Auftria, 
Governor of Antwerp, and Commandant 
at Triefte. 

Bruffels, Sept. 2. Accounts have beet 
received here from Liege, dated the goth 
ult. that the Prince Bifhop had left that 
country abruptly, and that the States were 
to affemble onthe following day. 

Berlin, Sept. 1. His Pruffian Majcfty 
arrived this morning at Charlottenburgh, 
from Silefia, in perfe& health. 

Vienna, Sept. a. Since Sunday laft the 
Emperor has been entirely without fever, 
aad is fo. much recovered, as to be able to 
refume his walks im the gardens of Laxe 
embourg. 

The 
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The Turks have been diflodged from 
Mehadia, by General Clairfait’s corps, 
reinforced by a confiderable detachment 
under the command of the Prince of Wal- 
dech. 

Parts, Sept, 10, The three great con- 
ftitutional queftions which have for {ome 
time occupied the National Affembly are, 
xit. Whether the Aifembly is to be perio- 
dical, or permanent? adiy; Whether it 
is to form one or more houfes ? And, gdly, 
Whether the King fhail have a veto; and, 
if granted, Whether it isto be an abfolute, 
or only a fufpending veto? After a long 
and warm debate yefterday on the. firtt 
guettion, they voted themielves perma- 
nent, but without any explanation or mo- 
dification whatever,” The fecond queftion, 
after a warm debate, was adjourned till 
the evening. 





West Invies, 

Lucca, Mayes. On Friday night laft, a 
negro fellow, named Jack, being jealous 
of his wife, went to the houfe where fhe 
lived, Sn this bay, about ten o'clock, 
ftripped himfelf entirely naked, and hav- 
ing get a handkerchief round the wench’s 
neck, endeavoured to choak her, and 
with a knife ftabbed her in the neck, cut 
her in the arm in a moft terrible manner, 
and ftabbed her again in the fide, below 
the ribs, which Ict out part of the entrails. 
The wretched viétim calling for afliftance, 
was heard by a negro girl in an adjacent 
houfe, who ran to her matter with the 
alarm. The matter was juft {tepping into 
bed, but initanily repaired to the {cene of 
horror, where he found the fellow dead, 
having cut his throat on each fide quite to 
the back of the neck, The poor wench 
had juft ftrengtli enough to relate the flo- 
ry, and expired. Jack’s head was fixed 
upon a pole erected in the market-place 
yciterday. 

Kingflon, Fune 6. Thurfday being the 
anniverfary of the birth-day of our moft 
gracious Sovereign, when he entered into 
the sed year of his age, was obferved in 
Spanith-town with the ufual demonttra- 
tions of joy and affeéiion. In the fore- 
noon there wasa levce at the King’s houfe, 
where the Membeis of his Majefty’s Coun- 
cil, the principal Officers of Government, 
of the Navy aod Army, &c. paid their 

compliments to his Honor the Lieutenant. 
Governor. At noon his Majefty’s 14th 
regiment of foot, commanded by Major 
Alexander Rofs, having formed on the 
ee general volleys, and a 





parade, fired th 
detachment of the Royal Artillery, at in- 
tervals, gave a Royal falute from their 
field-pieces. Ta the afternoon his Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor gave a fuperb 


entertainment to a numerous company 


The following toatts—the King, the Qucea 
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and Royal Family, and the Ifland of Ja- 
maica, were announced by 21 difcharges 
from the field- pieces, 

His Majefty’s fhips at Port-Royal, the 
troops at different pofts, and the forts 
throughout the ifland, alfo paid the accuf. 
tomed honors to the aufpicious occafion. 

In this town the moft general and fplen- 
did illuminations ever remembered on any 
occafion were difplayed in the evening. 
The exhibition at the Court-houfe, which 
was illuminated by order of the Veftry, 
and adorned with tranf{parencies, formed 
a novel, grand, and ftriking fcene, and 
far furpafling any thing heretofore {een in 
this part of the world, 

Kingflon, Fuly 4. A gentleman who 
lately vifited Green Bay, has favored us 
with the following infcription, tranfcribed 
from a tomb ftone at that place : 

© Dieu sur TovuT, 

“* Here lies the body of Lewis Galdy, 
Efq. who departed this life, at Port Roy- 
al, the 22d December, 1739, aged 80. 
He was born at Montpellier, in France, 
but left that country for his religion, and 
came to fettle inthis ifland, where he was 
fwallowed up in the great earthquake, in 
the year 1692, and, by the providence of 
God, was by another fhock thrown into 
the fea, and miraculoufly faved by iwim- 
ming, untila boat took himup, He liv 
ed many years after in great reputation, 
beloved by all that knew him, and much 
lamented at his death.’’ 

Kingfton, July 6. We learn that the 
French Government has declared the ports 
of Jacmel, Jeremie, and Aux Cayes, in 
Hifpaniola, free ports, from and after the 
firft day of Auguft next, for veffels of all 
nations whatever to import gold and fil- 
ver, flaves, all kinds of falt provifions, 
timber, dying woods, mules, horfes, &c. 
which they may difpofe of in the utmoft 
fecurity ; and in return they are allowed 
to export any article the produce of that 
ifland, fuch as indigo, cocoa, fugar, cof- 
fee, cotton, &c. This ordinance is to 
continue in full force for the fpace of five 
years. 
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Invernef, Aug, 28. This day the two 
Mafon Lodges of this place walked in pro- 
ceffion to the ground on which the fteeple of 
the new Court-houfe is to be ereéted, and 
were there joined by the Provoft and Magif+ 
trates, with anumber of the moft refpce&- 
able inhabitants of the town and adjacent 
country. The foundation ftone et this 
building, which is intended to be erc&ed 
on a very elegant plan, was then laid by 
the Mafters, amidft the joyous acclamae 
tions of an amazing concourfe of {pefta~ 
tors. Under the ftone was depofited a 
cryftal bottle, properly fealed, containing 
a roll 


























a roll of parchment, on which a fuitable 
infcription was written, There were alfo 
fome gold coins of his prefent Majeity. 
The proceffion was conduéted with the 
greatett regularity. After the ceremony 
was ended, the Brethren adjourned to the 
Free Mafon Inn, where they fpent the day 
with that happy conviviality, regularity, 
and harmony, which always diftinguith 
Mafonry. 

Kelfo, Auguft 28. Laft Saturday, be- 
twixt one andtwo o'clock in the afternoon, 
there came on here a remarkable fhower 
of hail, intermingled with and followed 
by a heavy fall of rain, which run along 
the ftreets like a torrent. It extended but 
a fhort way either to the north or fouth, 
and to the eaftward not fo far as Rofe- 
bank; but in the weft, from which quar- 
ter it came, it was ftill worfe than here. 
At Hawick it was accompanied by a moft 
tremendous ftorm of thunder and light- 
ning, and the hail, or rather angular pieces 
of ice, were lying in fome places next day 
tc a confiderable depth. Little thunder 
was heard, and that ata great diftance. 

On Monday the houfe of the parifh 
clerk of Kirknewton, Northumberland, 
was entirely burnt. The, fire was occa- 
fioned by a woman fearching below a bed 
for two pigeons, with a lighted cand!c, 
which caught hold of the bed ftraw, and 
inftantly fet the whole houfe ina blaze. 
The inhabitants loft all their furniture and 
cloaths; and, what adds greatly to the 
misfortune, all the parifh records were 
coufumed. 
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Tralee, Auguft 18. Saturday evening 
laft, about four o’clock, the river running 
through this town was obferved to rife, 
and continued to do fo until fix, at which 
time the Mall, Square, Love-lane, Abbey, 
and Blackpool, were one continued fheet 
of water, In the latter place the flood 
had rifen to no lefs a height than four feet 
in every houfe ; and many of the wretched 
inhabitants of cabins, who were confined 
to ground floors, were obliged to quit their 
children, leaving their little furniture, &c. 
to the mercy of the waters 

At fix the flood began to fall, and at 
eight the river was very little higher than 
it ufually is.at this feafon of the year: 
however, notwithitanding this general 
confufion, there was but one life loft, 
which was that of a young man of the 
name of Cronin, who, happening to 
ftand on the battlement of a fimall bridge 
oppolite the New Jail, was called by a 
poor woman to affift her to get up alfo, on 
which he humanely reached his hand, but 
the woman becoming alarmed at the rapid 
motion of the water, and letting go her 
hold, the unhappy man fell back into the 
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river, and was drowned. His fate is the 
more to be lamented, as we are informed 
he was the only fupport of a mother and 
three younger children, who have now ta 
depend on the bounty of the benevolent. 
After a diligent fearch, his remains were 
next morning found near a mile diflaut 
from the town. 

What makes this flood the more extra- 
ordinary is, that we have had no rains ia 
thistown during the day, nor in any other 
part of the country for fome time before z 
but we fince learn, that it was occafioned 
by atremendous fhower which fell, inabout 
the circumference ofa mile,and which could 
be compared to nothing lefs than the 
burfting of what they call a water {pout, 
as the water defcended in ftreams, or 
fheets, continuing but a very few mo- 
ments, preceded by a fingle clap of thun- 
der. 

Dublin, Auguft 20. Yelterday morning 
a due] was fought at Drumcondra, by Mr. 
Rochfort, a young gentleman of the College, 
and Mr. Caffcis, an attorney, in which the 
latter was unfortunately thot through the 
head, and immediately expired. We un- 
derfland that the caufe of this quarrel 
originated from a fracas in Damesitreet, 
on Monday night, 1n which fome offenfive 
expreflions were made ufe of to Mr. Cafe 
fels, that, in hisopinion, demanded fatis- 
faétion, and no other would Mr. Rochfort 
give than mceting him in the field. On 
an intimation of this to Mr. Caffels, be 
fent a mefiage to Mr. Rochfort, that if they 
went out, he was determined the meeting 
fhould terminate ferioufly, being refolved 
not to leave the ground till one of them 
fell. Thefe conditions perteétly accord 
ing with Mr. Rochtort’s ideas, they in 
confequence met; and the event has been 
ferious indeed. 

Mr. Rochfort ts a Fellow Commoner in 
the College, and a near relation to the 
Earl of Belvidere. 


$$ 
COUNTRY WEWS 
Plymouth-Dock, Augufi 27. This morning 


the King with the Queen and three Prin- 
ceffes, left Saltram on their return to 
Weymouth, after a flay of twelve days; 
during which their Majetties, accompanied 
by the Princeffes, and attended by the 
Board of Admiralty, viewed the dock- 
yard, the thips building and repairing, 
and thofe on float ; went on board the Im- 
preguable, a guardthip of go guns, and 
the Royal Sovereign, a new fhip of 
100 guns in ordinary; and procecdcd to 
fea in the Southam. ton frigate, (accompa- 
nied by the Magnificent of 74 guus), to 
review the fquadren of evolution, under 
the command of Commodore Goodall, 
which was Cruiling in the Ofling 


His 
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His Majefty alfo infpected the Viétual- 
ling Office, and afterwards took a view of 
the Citadel, Gun Wharf, and works on 
the heights near Caufand Bay, accompa- 
nied by the Mafter General of the Ord- 
mance, and the Governor of the garrifon. 

His Majefty’s barge was conftantly at- 
tended by the Board of Admiralty, the 
Rear-Admiral commanding in the port, 
and the Captains of the thips under his 
command, in their refpe€tive barges ; and 
the Royal Standard, whenever it appear- 
edin fight, was faluted by his Majefty’s 
thips, and by the guns at the Citadel, 
Drake’s Ifland, and the feveral batteries 
on fhore. ; ‘nat P 

His Majefty expreffed the higheft appro- 
bation of the good order i difcipline 
of the fleet, of the excellent condition of 
the dock yard, arfenals and garrifon, and 
the regularity with which every thing was 
conducted ; and fhewed the utmoft fatis- 
faGtion at the demonftrations of loyalty 
and attention with which he was received 
by all ranks of people, who affembied 
3n great numbers from every quarter, to 
enjoy the happinefs of feeing their fove- 
zeign amongft them. 

The King was yefterday gracioufly plea- 
fed to confer the honor of Knighthood 
on Thomas Bayard, Efq. Captain of the 
Impregnable, who had the honor, each 
day, to fteer his Majefty’s barge ; and alfo 
to dire& that the Commandess of the 
Termagant and Wafp floops, be promoted 
tothe rank of Poft Captains in his Ma- 
jefty’s fleet ; the Lieutenants commanding 
the Speedwell and Brazen cutters, and the 
Fir Lieutenants of the Barfleur, Impreg- 
nable, Carnatic, Bombay Caftle, Magni- 
ficent, and Southampton, to the rank of 
Matters and Commanders ; and that twelve 
Midhhipmen be made Lieutenants, 

And his Majefty was alfo gracioufly 
pleafed to order the following fums to be 
diftributed, viz. 

To the artificers, workmen and laborers 
of the Dock-Yard, Vi€tualling-Office, 
and Gun-Wharf, 15001.—To the Poor of 
Plymouth, Stonehoufe, and Plymouth 
Dock, 2501.—To the Crews of his Ma- 
jefty’s barge, and of the feveral barges 
which attended upon him during his ftay 
here, 200). 

Weymouth, Asguf 29. Their Majefties, 
with their royal highneffes the Princeffes, 
having left Saltram, on Thurfday morning 
latt, arrived at Exeter at three o’clock in the 
afternoon, where they paffed the night. 
They fet out from thence at eight o’clock 
yefterday morning, and returned hither at 
four in the afternoon, in perfect health. 

Northampton, Aug. 29. On Thurfday 
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fe’nnight, 2s alad about 13 years of age, fon 
of Mr. Barret, farmer, at Turvey-lodge, in 
Bedfordthire, was riding a young horfe of 
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his father’s, it took fright and threw him, 
and one of his legs being entangled in the 
ftirrup-leather, he was dragged fome diftance 
before the horfe was ftopped, by which acci- 
dent his head was fo much bruifed by drage 
ging on the ground, and the kicks he re- 
ceived from the horfe, that he lived but a 
few hours afterwards. 

A few days ago a man of Great Dodding- 
ton, in this county, 88 years of age, under- 
took to reap a land of wheat about 60 poles in 
length and 7 yards wide ; which, to the aftos 
nifhment of every one who faw him, he per 
formed with eafe. He had about a mile to 
walk from home to his work, reaped the 
corn, and returned home again, all in the 
fpace of 13 hours. 

Weymouth, Sept. G. At ten this morning 
their majefties, the princeffes, and their fuit, 
went in barges from the pier on board thé 
Magnificent, where they attended divine fers 
vice, The Rev. Mr. Clifton, chaplain of 
the thip, officiated, and delivered an excellent 
difcourfe on the quarter-deck, the whole of 
which was covered by an awning. After 
fervice their majefties, &c. partook of fome 
refrefhments in the great cabin, and at half 
paft two returned to Gloucefter-Lodge. 

Derby Sept. 7. On Thurfday afternoon, 
about four o’clock, during a violent ftorm 
of rain, thunder, and lightning, one Cauf- 
fey, a black{mith, who was going through 
the park of the Earl of Aylesford, at 
Packington, fought fhelter under an oak 
tree, which being flruck by the lightning, 
he was inftantly killed ; his cloaths were 
entirely confumed, and the body terribly 
burnt. Two men under a clump of firs, 
at about ten yards diftance, were witnef- 
fes to this dreadful difafter, and one of 
them experienced a very fevere fhock, but 
they were fortunately unhurt. 

hrewfoury, Sept. 11. Saturday laf were 
executed at the Old Heath, near this town, 
purfuant to their fentence at our laft affizes, 
Thomas Phipps, Efq. the elder, and Thomas 
Phipps, the younger, (father and only fon) of 
Llwyn y mapfis, in this county, for forging 
and uttering a note of hand for 20}. purport. 
ing to be the note of Mr, Richard Coleman, 
of Ofwefiry, knowing the fame to have been 
forged. 

It was proved on the trial of thefe unfor- 
tunate gentlemen, that Mr. Coleman never 
had any tranfactions with Mr. Phipps that 
required the figning of any note whatever. 
That about Chriftmas laft, Mr. Coleman 
was ferved with a writ, by order of Mr. 
Phipps at his own fuit, which aétion Mr. 
Coleman defended; that Mr. Phipps not 
fupporting it, a non pros, was figned in 
the aétion, with al. gs. cofts; whereupon 
Mr. Phipps and his fon, with Williem 
Thomas, their clerk, made an affidavit, 
ftating that the note was for a trefpafs, in 
carrying away fome hay from off the land of 


one 














ené of Mr. Phipps’s tenants, which Mr. 
Coleman had taken. 

The affidavit is at full length in the printed 

trial, wherein it appears, that Phipps the 
elder fwears only to a*converfation with 
Coleman ; on which the learned Judge ob- 
ferved, that the fon appeared to have mifled 
the father in the matter. Upon this affi- 
davit the Court of Exchequer granted a rule, 
to thew caufe why the non pros. thould not 
be fet afide.’© Mr. Coleman infifting that 
the note was a forgery, the matter reited in 
fufpenfe, till the event of this profecution, 
After a full hearing of the evidence on both 
fides, and the judge’s charge to the jury, the 
two Phipps’s were pronounced guilty of ut- 
tering and publifhing the note, knowing the 
fameto be forged. ‘Thejudge immediately 
paifed fentence of death upon them, and re- 
commended the jury to acquit William Thos 
mas who was accordingly found net guilty. 

Mr. Phipps and his fon, from the time of 

their condemnation till the morning of their 
execution, perfifted in their innocence, How- 
ever, before they left the gaol, young Phipps 
confeffed that he committed the torgery, but 
avowed his father’s innocence and ignorance 
of its being forged, when publifhed, They 
were taken in a mourning coach to the place 
of execution, accompanied by a clergyman, 
and another pious perfon, who had attended 
them almoft daily fince their condemnation. 
On their way to the fatal tree, the father 
faid to the fon, ‘ Tommy, thou haft brought 
me to this fhameful end, but | freely forgive 
thee.’ To which the fen made no reply. It 
being remarkably wet weather, their devo- 
tions were chiefly performed in the coach. 

Whea the awful moment arrived Mr. 

Phipps faid to his fon, * You have brought 
me hither, do you lead the way ;’ which 
the youth accordingly did, and in the moft 
compofed manner afcended the ladder toa 
temporary fcaffold, erected on purpofe, fol- 
lowed by his father, When their devotions 
were finithed, and the convicts tied up, they 
embraced cach other, and in a few moments 
the executioner let down the fcaffold, and 
they were launched into eternity, amidft a 
vait concourfe of deeply affected fpectators, 

Mr. Phipps was in his 47th year, and 
his fon juft 20 years of age two days before 
his execution, 

Salifbury, Sep. 15.'The following provi- 
dential ref{cue from death happened here 
Jaft week :—A little boy about five years 
old, the fon of a man named Freemanile, 
in St. Thomas’s church-yard, being at 
play by the dam of the town mill, fell in- 
tothe water; his fifter, a child nine vears 
old, with an affe€tion that would have 
done honor to riper years, inftantly 
plunged in to his affiftance; they both 
funk in fight of the mother. The poor 


woman, diftraéted with horror at the pro- 

{fpe& of inflant death to her children, 

braved the flood to fave them; the rofe 
Vor. Ill, 
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with onc under each arm, and by her cries 
happily brought her bufband, who inftandy 
fwamfto their afliitance, and brought them 
all three fafe on hore. The prefervation of 
this family was the more wonderful, as 
they could derive no help from the peo- 
ple of the mill, they being all gone to 
dinner. , ! i 

Yarmouth, Sept. 16. The wind being fair 
for the Dutch fifhing veflels on Mond Ys 
they were expeted the next morning by 
the people, who had crouded uvon the 
walls to gratify their fight, and were ac- 
cordingly foon difcovered in the offing, 
forming a long line, and which I think, 
a fleet of men of war excepted, is one of 
the fineft fights I ever witneffed. The 
crews of thefe veffels, which are nearly 
flat-bottomed, and have a fingle matt aud 
arunning in bowfprit, ufually confft of 
eight men and boys; thefe fitting on the 
decks at night, {moking, &c. in profound 
quietnefs, feemed each like the fober fa- 
mily of a cottage, whofe labour being 
over, are invited to enjoy the ferenity of 
the evening till bed time. We are now 
full of Dutch money, for our beef and 
other things ; their money any of the Rot. 
terdam traders exchange and carry back $ 
and in exchange at this time we have 
plenty of their dried flounders, pipes, &c. 
Sunday next is always called Dutch Sunday 
here, when we expeét as ufual.to be crouded 
from all parts of the country; and the 
Dutch always honor their vifitors on that 
day by decorating their veffels with colours 
in the gayeft manner they are able. By 
Tuefday, we fuppofe they will have laid 
in their provifions, when they will again 
put to fea, as they never wet their nets 
till the 2aft, and this will conclude our 
hilarity from the conflux of money, people, 
and veffels, from all parts of the York- 
fhire coaft. I cannot here, from a review 
of the regularity and thriftinefs of thefe 
adventurous ftrangers, fupprefs the emo~ 
tions of aftonifhment at the blindnefs ofa 
policy that has fo long negleéted its own 
interefts in the Scottifh fifheries, befides 
the cultivation of a nurfery for fome of 
‘he hardicft and moit intrepid fcamen in 
the world, 

Tottenham Park, Sept. 17. Their ma- 
jefties, with their royal highnefles the prin- 
cefles, fet out from Weymouth on Monday 
morning laft, at nine o’clock, and at fix in 
the evening arrived at Longleat, the feat of 
the Marquis of Bath, from whence they de- 
parted yefterday morning, at eleven o’clock, 
and arrived at this place at four in the after- 
noon, 

Windfor, Sept, 18. Their majefties and 
their royal highneffes the princefs royal, prin- 
cefs Augufta, and princefs Etizabeth, fet out 
from Tottenham Park at ten o’clock this 
morning, and arrived here at three thisafter- 
noon, in perfect health. 

Gg 
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Auguft 27. On Tuefday morning, at 
three o’clock, the houfe of Mr. Saumarez, 
furgeon, at Newington butts, having been 
difcovered to be broke open by a perfon 
paffing by, and the watchman being in- 
formed of it, immediately repaired to 
the houfe. Upon coming to the parlour 
window he was knocked down by one 
of the villains who was upon the watch, 
whillt two others had got into the par- 
lour. Finding themlelves difcovered, 
they jumped out, and moft cruelly cut him 
about the head, and fraétured his fkull in 
a very dangerous manner. 

Sept. 3. On Friday laft was drowned 
in the river near Guildford, Surry, Lieu- 
tenant Elford, of the 73d regiment; and 
on the following day an inquifition was 
taken on the body. before the Coroner of 
that county, when it appeared that he, 
together with Sir John Cox and Mr, Mark- 
ham, (a relation of the Archbifhop of 
York) went to bathe; that they got into 
the water nearly under a hill, called St. 
Catherine’s, and that Mr. Elford fwam 
about the river; that on his return, he 
called to his companions for help, for that 
he was drowning; that both his friends 
had got out of the water, and were then 
dreffing; that Mr. Markham, with his 
fhirt on, immediately jumped into the ri- 
ver to his relief, and caught hold of his 
hair, but not being able to refcue him, he 
was pulled twice under water by Mr. EI- 
ford. That he rofe a third time, when 
Mr. Elford laid hold of his fhirt. Mr. 
Markham then called to Sir John Cox for 
affiftance, who faid he could not fwim, 
but that he would render every poffible 
relief, and with his hand extricated Mr. 
Markham, who believed he then had hold 
of Mr. Elford’s hair; but in fuch a fitua- 
tion couldenot be any way pofitive, being 
almoft deprived of his fenfes, and too 
weak to be of any fervice to his friend. 

This unfortunate perfon had been refi- 
dent a fhort time at Guilford, and thefe 
two gentlemen were on avifit to him. 
Every poffible fearch was immediately 
made for the body, and notwithftanding 
the great endeavours of Capt, Strangeways, 
and feveral other gentlemen ‘in the neigh- 
bourhood, fuch was ineffective for upwards 
of four hours, owing toa ftrong eddy, and 
the water where the body was found being 
nearly fixteen feet deep. 

Sept. 5. Wednefday was brought alive 
from Weymouth, a young p»rpoile, caught 
by fome of the Portland fifhermen. It 


was immediately depofited in the Canal in 
St. James’s park, where a: vaft concourfe 
of people attended to fee it enjoy itfelf in 
the frefh water. 

Yeflerday morning about feven o'clock, 
the Bath mail-coach going down Lud- 
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gate-hill fuddenly overturned at the end 
of Ave-Maria-lane, occafioned by the 
linch-pin coming out of one of the wheels. 
The thock was fo violent that the horfes 
with the pole of the coach were feparated 
from the carriage, and a perfon on the 
top thrown upon them, by which means 
he received no hurt; though a woman, 
an infide pafflenger, had her arm broke, 
and the coachman and two others were 
very much hurt.—To add tg the misfor- 
tune, one of the paffengers a€ that inflant, 
looking out at the coach window, to regue 
late a gold watch by St. Paul’s clock, 
dropped it through the grating of the 
fhore. The moft humane affiftance was 
given by the inhabitants upon the fpot, 
who took the people into their houfes till 
proper provifion could be made for them. 

Thurfday morning about two o’clock, 
fome villains broke into the houfe of the 
Rev. Mr. Humphrys, near the Afylum, 
St. George’s-fields, and having ranfacked 
the kitchens and the parlors, were prepa- 
ring to carry off a confiderable booty, 
when grey mes. the family were 
alarmed, and the villains obliged to fly 
with precipitation. They made off, how- 
ever, with fome plate, children’s clothes, 
table linen, &c. 

Sept. 8. An extraordinary hand-bill has 
been lately diftributed about the eaftern 
parts of this metropolis, by a youth who 
has loft his fight ever fince he was five 
weeks old.—After mentioning that cir- 
cumftance, he begs Ieave to inform his 
friends and cuftomers, that he mends 
and repairs houlhold furniure, pulls down 
and puts up heditcads, &c. does jobs at 
carpenter’s work on the moft reafonable 
terms, and flatters himfelf to the fatis- 
fa€tion of his employers.—This ingeni- 
ous perfon made a loom, with all its ap- 
pendages, in miniature, when about ten 
years of age, and {oon after maintained 
himfelf by making a variety of wooden 
toys: he only fecls an obje& before he 
undertakes to imitate it. His mechanical 
powers have lately extended fo far, that 
he is at this time engaged to make a {mall 
prefs, &c. fora printer in this city. 

17. A wager of 800 guineas has been 
laid between Colonel’ Rofs and Mr. Pi- 
got—that upon one horfe, the Colonel 
could not, withinthe time of 48 hours, 
ride from London to York. The Colo- 
nel, accompanied by two gentlemen in a 
pott-chaife, to mark the proper execution 
of the wager, {et out early on Monday 
morning, and reached Staimford at three 
o'clock; when after taking fome refreth - 
ment, Colonel Rofs went to bed, and 
flept foundly three hours. The horte took 
his feed very eagerly, and having finith- 
edit, inftantly laid down. At eight o’clock 
the Colonel! flarted with his company — 
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equipped in a green jacket, lined with 
flannel, and a jockey cap. The populace 
colle&ted inthe inn-yard, fhouted fuccefs 
to him—and he went off apparently in 
high f{pirits and confidence. The opinion 
of thofe watching the progrefs of the bet 
was, that the horfe would certainly exe- 
cuteit. The Colonel laid goo guineas to 
50 he reached Doncatter. The Colonel is 
fixty, 

Sept, 19. On Saturday the feflions ended 
at the Old Bailey, when 12 conviéts re- 
acived fentence of death; 54 conviéts for 
felony received fentence of tranfportation 
for feven years; 82 refpites were pardon- 
ed on condition of being tranfported to 
Botany-bay for the term of their na- 
tural lives, and 23 for the term of feven 
years; 12 convicts to be kept to hard 
labor in the houfe of corre&ion at Clerk- 
enwell; feven to be imprifoned in New- 
gate; 12 to be publickly whipped and 
difcharged, and 43 difcharged by procla- 
mation, 

A few days ago, a perfon of genteel ap- 
pearance, but evidently labouring under 
the frowns of fortune, anda fevere de- 
prefiion of {pirits, was for fome hours ob- 
ferved walking in a difconfolate manner 
inthe vicinity of Bermondfey ; at length 
he fuddenly ftarted, and running afew 
fteps, fell: after rifing again, he paffed 
quickly to the turnpike-gate to fupport 
himfelf; feveral perfons immediately col- 
leéted around him, when it was difcover- 
ed that the pangs of death were ftrongly 
on him; he was taken into a neighbour- 
ing public houfe, and expired in a few 
moments. On examining the papers in 
his pockets, it was difcovered that his 
name was Plant, an attorney at law, 
from Stone, in Staffordfhire, but who, 
from a train of unfortunate circumftances, 
had for fome time been obliged to fecrete 
himfelf, with his wife and two infant 
children, the eldef{ not more than two 
years of age, in an obfcure and wretched 
lodging in Weftminiter: here they had 
refided till every profpeé of fubfftance 
and relief from their diftreffes had totally 
failed ; and the evening prior to his death, 
the landlady of their poor habitation, on 
account of their owing her a few fhillings 
for rent, infifled on their turning out into 
the ftreet ; the poor man, unable to {ce 
further fcenes of mifery loaded on his dif- 
treffed family, left his home at a late hour, 
although fcarcely able to walk, and had 
been wandcring about the whole night, 
when his death,“as above ftated, terminated 
the fufferings of the poor broken hearted 
creature, 

It would be impoffible to depi& the 
anguith of the wife,on receiving the melan= 
choly tidings of her hufband’s fate, which 
accidentally took place on Weftmintler- 
bridge, as the poor woman, carrying her 
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children was going, fhe knew not where, 
to feek her hufband: fome ftrangers paf- 
fing, gave hertimely affiftance, and enqui- 
ring into the whole of the cafe, found the 
widow and children deferving objects of 
the public benevolence, 
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Auguft 25. A few days ago, Capt. Hugh 
Lifle Carmichael, of his Majetty’s 67th re- 
giment of foot, to Mifs Catherine Ferral, 
of Dublin. 

On Sunday, at the parifh church of St. 
Botolph, Aldgate, Capt. Dixon of the South 
Whale Fithery, to Mifs Elizabeth Cargall, 
of Little Burr-ftreet, Lower Eaft Smith- 
field. 

On Monday, at St. George’s church, 
Hanover-fquare, Mr. Valentine James Lloyd, 
of the Ordnance, to Mifs Haftwell, daugh- 
ter of the late Rev. Mr, Hattwell, of Billingf- 
hurft, Suffex. 

27. On Friday fe’nnight, at Neath, in 
Glamorganfhire, William Baffet, Eig. to 
Mifs Lloyd, of Cilybebil, in that county. 

Monday, at Willingdon, near Eait- Bourne, 
Richard Tickell, Efq. one of his Majeity’s 
Commiffioners of the Stamps, to Mifs Ley, 
daughter of Thomas Ley, Efg. of Gower- 
{treet, Bedford-{quare. 

On Tuefday, at St. Mary’s, Newington, 
Benjamin Cleaver, Efq. of Newport-Pond, 
Effex, to Mrs. Bennet, of Walworth Ter- 
race, relidt of the late Mr. Edward Bennet, 
of Sheffield, 

On the 8th inftant, Mr. Samuel Drewry, 
of Lincoln, to Mifs Alder, of Watham, near 
Colchefter. 

29. On Saturday morning, at St. Cle- 
ment Danes, Willam Bentham, of Lin- 
coln’s Inn, Efq. to Mrs. Bacon Foriter, of 
Newton Cap, in the county of Durham. 

On Tuefday lait, Mr. Abraham Under- 
down, hofier, of Holborn-bridge, to Mifs 
Jane Fither, of Hampftead. 

Lately, at Axminfter, Devon, Matthew 
Lidden, Efq. of Weycroit-houfe, to Milfs 
Anné Warden, of Charmouth 

Monday fe’nnight, at Thirfk, the Rev. 
Daniel Addifon, of that place, to Mifs P. 
Biffet, of Knayton. 

Thurfday Jaft, at the Quaker’s meeting- 
houfe, at Edgend, Mr. William Smith, of 
Doncatter, grocer, to Mifs Martha Ecroyd, 
of Bridgend, Lancafhire. 

Monday, at Maxtock, Worcefterthire, 
the Rev. Mr. Wright. Rector of Market 
Bofworth, in Leiceiterfhire, to Mifs Dilke, 
only daughter of William Dilke, Eig. of 
Maxtock Cattle, 

Sept, +. On Sunday laft, Mr. Whitfield, 
coal merchant, of ‘Tower-ftreet, to Milfs Sally 
Wilton, of the fame place. 

Yetterday, at Shoreditch, Wm. Howard, 
Chairman to his Royal Highnefls the Duke 
of Clarence, to Mrs. White, of Little St, 
James’s -ftrect. 
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On Thurfday, at Nottingham, Mr. Geo. 
Seddon, jun, of Alderfgate-ftreet, to Mifs 
Pacey, ot Nottingham. 

Same day, at Tamworth, in Staffordhhire, 
Mr. Ciarke, furgeon, of Chancery-lane, to 
Mifs Metcham, only daughter of 
Metcham, Efq. of Tamworth. 

On Saturday, at Carthalton, in Surry, by 
a f{pecial licence, John King Dafhwood, E{q. 
only fon of Sir John Dathwood, Bart. to 
Mifs Broadhead, only daughter of Theodore 
Broadhead, Efq. 

The fame day, Mr. Collins, of Dorfet- 
ftreet, Satifbury-court, to Mifs Elizabeth 
Byerley, of Mount-row, Lambeth, 

On Thurfday, at St George’s, Hanover- 
fquare, Mr, Miles, to Mifs Guett, of Bath, 
the mott celebrated player on the piano forte 
in Europe. 

On Wednefday, Star Agrieve, Ef. of 
Titchfield-ftreet, to Mifs Sophia Lutterback, 
Jate of Swainfeampt, Knt. 

Sept. 3. On Wedretday laft, by fpecial 
licence, at Tichmarth, in Northampton- 
fhire, Charles Shaw, of Lincoln’s Inn, Etq. 
to Mils Lefevre, daughter of John Letevre, 
Efg. of Heckfield-place, in Hampfhire 

Yefterday, at St. James's church, Thomas 
Henchman, Efq. of New Burlington-ftreet, 
to Mifs Revney, daughter-of the late Wm, 
Berney, Efq. 

Yeiterday, at Mary-le-bonne church, Tho. 
Forbes, Eig. of Rathbone-place, to Mrs, 
Bort, :elictof Edmund Bott, Efg. of Stow- 
field-houfe, near Chriftchurch, Hants. 

Wednefday fe’nnight, the Rev. Mr, Tho- 
mas, of Newland, Gloucetierfhire, to Milfs 
Dobion, of Leeds. 

Thuriday laf, at Lambeth, Mr. William 
Vaughan, jun. of St. George’s Fields, to 
Mifs Anne Wingfield, of the fame place. 

Friday laft, Thomas Peter Metcalf, Efq. 
of Bath, to Mifs Throgmorton, grand- 
daughter of Sir Robert Throgmorton, Bart. 
of Buckland. 

Sept, 10, On Friday, at Norwich, Mr. 
Smith, of that city, to Mifs E. Hamerton, of 
Lynn. 

Saturday, Mr. Clayfield, of Grafton ftreet, 
Soho, woollen draper, to Mifs Brathier, of 
Hatton-garden. 

Thurfday laft, at Berwick, Edward Cla- 
vering, Efg. of Berrington, in the county 
of Durham, to Mifs Jacobina Leflie, young- 
eit daughter of the deceafed Patrick-Leflie, 
of Dugud Balquhain, Efq. 

The fame day, at Whitby, William Holt, 
Efq. to Mifs Lotherington, both of that 
place. 

On Monday, at Lancafter, Wm. Cockell, 
Efg. Serjeant at Law, to Mifs Sandys, niece 
to Miles Sandys, Efg. of Graithwaite. 

Lately, at Longtown, Thomas Barftow, 
Efq. of Leeds, to Mifs Mitchelfon, daughter 
of the late Mr. Samuel Mitchelfon, Clerk 
to the Signet, 
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Yetterday, at St. John the Evangelift’s, 
Weittmintter, George Ellis, Efg. of North« 
{treet, to Mrs, Alexander, ot Abingdon. 
ftreet. 

This morning, at St. George’s, Hano- 
ver-fquare, the Rev. Stephen Langfton, 
the younger, of Chrift Church, Oxford, 
to Mifs Rebecca Gines, daughter of Wm. 
Gines, Efg. late an eminent banker in the 
city of London, who has for fome time 
retired from bufinels. 

On Wednefday, John Zachary, Efq. 
of Arley-houfe, Worcefterfhire, to Mils 
Rogers, of Dronfield, Derby hire, 

Wednefday, at Highgate, a lady aged 
77, poffeffed of about gool. per ann. to 
her coachman, aged 23 ; her children fome 
time fince offered him 500]. if he would 
quit her fervice; they afterwards offered 
him 400], ayear; but Mafter Whip con- 
ceived the whole property was betier than 
a part, which the tender lady generoufly 
gave him, on condition that he would 
take her perfon in the bargain. 

Tuetday, at Sheffield, Mrs FrancisWard, 
of Clare-{ftreet, London, to Mifs Burcham, 
daughter of William Burcham, Efq. of 
Ewerby, near Sleaford, Lincolnfhire. 

The fame day, the Rev. Thomas Horn- 
cattle Marfhall, M.A. Fellow of Clare- 
hall, Cambridge, to Mifs Alice Skinner, 
of Whitby. 

Sept.12. A few days ago, Ephraim 
Carroll, Efq. Member of Parliament for 
the borough of Fethard, in Ireland, to 
Mifs Eliza Doherty, of Dublin. 

Tueiday, the Rev, Mr, Patrick, Vicar 
of Averley, in Effex, and Chaplain of 
Morden College, to Mifs Mary Ferriday, 
eldeft daughter of W. Ferriday, Efg. 

On Wednefday, at Ipfwich, Nicholas 
Starkic, Efq. Cornetin the :oth regiment 
of dragoons, to Mifs Kacherine Edgar, 
youngelt daughter of the late Robert Ed- 
gar, of that place, Efq. 

Laft Saturday, at Edmouton church, by 
the Rev. Dr. Owen, Mr. James Hyrons, 
of Goodman’s-fields, to Mifs Adams, of 
Winchmore-hill. 

Sept. 15. On Wednefday laft, Mr. John 
Edgerley, of Shrewfbury, to Mifs Hil- 
ditch, of Afton. 

Tucfday laft, in Kent, Mr. George Lid- 
dell, to Mifs Ridley, eldeft daughter of 
Thomas Ridley, Efq. of Middlefex. 

Laft week, at Trevethin, in Monmouth- 
fhire, John Blewit, Efq of Lantarnam, 
Lord of the Manors of Magna Porta and 
Wentfland, and Bryngwin, in the faid 
county, to Mifs Jane Edwards, of Ponty- 
poo], eldeft daughter of the late Thomas 
Edwards, Efq. of that place. 

Sept. 17. Yelterday, at Manuden, in 
Effex, Ed. Southoufe, Efq. to Mrs. South 
oufe, widow of the late S, Southoufe, 
Efq. deceafed. 

Lately, 














































































Thurfday, at Eafingwold, Mr. W. Thorn- 
ton, of Helperby, aged fixty, to Mifs Par- 
ker, of the former place, aged fixteen. 

Lately, James Beraard, Efq. Knight 
of the Shire of the county of Tipperary, 
to Mifs O'Sullivan, daughter to the late 
Rev. John O'Sullivan, of Clonakilty, 

Yellerday, at Walthamftow church, 
Wm. Parker, Efg. of Walthamftow, to 
Milfs Horficy. 

At Gretna Green, Mr. Murphy, aged 
102, to Mrs. Rofe, aged G2. 

On Saturday, a fecond time, Mr. Wm. 
Page, of Great Garden-ftreet, Whitecha- 
pel, tothe eldefi daughter of John Phil- 
lips, Efq. of New-crane, Wapping. 

A few days fince, at St, George’s, 
Bloom{bury, Mr. Charnock, of Brofely, 
Salop, and of Gray’s Inn, attorney, to 
Milfs Ann Parfons, of Charlotte-ftreet 

Sept. 19. A few days fince, at Hail- 
fham, near Eaftbourne, Suffex, Mr. Rich. 
Plumar, of the South-fea houfe, to Mifs 
Laugham, of Hailfham. 

Tuefday lah, at Gloucefter, Mr. James 
Jelf, lately admitted a partner in the houfe 
of Meffrs. Nibbletts, bankers, in that 
city, to Mifs Sarah Wafhbourn, youngett 
daughter of Mr, Nathaniel Wafhbourn, of 
the Southgate-ftreet. 

Sunday lft, at Chefterfield, Jobn 
Barnes, aged 24, to Deborah Tupman, 
aged about 64. 

A few days fince, at Markfield, in the 
county of Leicefter, Mr.Hardy, of Lough- 
borough, to Mrs. Adnutt, of the former 
place. 

Tuefday laft, at Burton, Mr. John Ket- 
tleby, of Leicefter, brazicr, to Mis. Mor- 
gan, of Northampton. 

Sunday, Mr. Taylor, of Snowhill, to 
Mifs Sooker, of Tooley-ftreet. 

Saturday, by the Rev. Dr. Clark, Mr. 
John Raithby, law Rationer, St. Michael’s 
Alley, Cornhill, to Mifs Lee, of Epfom. 

Friday fe’nnight, Mr. George Ba{s, aged 
68, to Mifs Mary Hairby, aged 20, both 
of Burgh, in Lincolnhhire. 

A few days ago, at Bofton, in Lincoln- 
fhire, Mr. John Denfton, of London, to 
Mifs Mary Short, of Bofton. 

Sept, 22. Lait week, in Ireland, Cuff 
Brown, Efq uephewto Lord Kilmainc 
and the Right Hon James Cuff, to Mifs 
Jones, eldeft daughter of the late David 
Jones, of Bensfort, in the county of 
Meath, Efq. and niece to Col. Shaw. 

Thurfday laf, at Edinburgh, Mr. Rich. 
Hinckfman, merchant, “in Glafgow, to 
Mifs Jaffray, daughter of Provoft Jaffiay, 
Stirling. 

Saturday, at Seaford, in Suffex, William 
Comins, Efq. of London, to Mifs F. Har- 
rifon, daughter of Lancelot Harrifon, of 
Sutton-houte, Efq, near the above place. 
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Auguft 27, On Wednefday laft, at Henry 
Wilmot’ 5, I fq. in Bloomibury- {quare, Va- 
leutine Massis, Efg. late Governor of St. 
Vincent, and once owner of the delicious 
fhades of Persfield. 

Sunday evening, at Northdown, near 
Margate, Mr. Richard Sackett, a perfon 
of great property. 

The fame day, at Liverpool, in the 67th 
year of his age, John Blackbuine, Efq, 
third fon of the late John Blackburne, 
E{q. of Orford, uncle to John Blackburney 
Efq. Member for the county of Lancatter, 
and father to the prefent Mayor of Liver- 
pool, alfo one of the fenior Aldermen and 
a Common Councilman of Liverpool, to 
the Mayoralty of which he was ele&ed in 
the year 1760. 

Wedneiday, at his houfe in Effex, Dr. 
Macham, of Do¢étors Commons. 

A few days fince, George Pollard, Efq. 
of Stannery, near Halifax. 

Lately, at Liverpool, Mr. John Tetlow, 
an eminent furgeon. 

A few days fince, at Horkflon, in Line 
colnthire, Mr. Peter Thorley, of Hull. 

Tucfday, at Walworth, Mrs. Margaret 
Harding. 

On Friday laft, Mr. Robert Williams, 
at his houfe, the White Horfe, in Drury- 
lane, oppofite Long-acre, and who many 
years belonged to the Hackney-coach of, 
fice, 

Yefterday, at his houfe in Ludgatee. 
ftreet, Mr. Samuel Whitford, optician. 

29. On the 224 infant, at Maidenheed,in 
his way hoine, Mr. Waterhoufe, of Suffolk- 
ftrect, Charing-crofs, many years one of 
the door-keepeis to the Houle of Lords, 

On W edaciday laft, at Thirfk, in Yorke 
fhire, Mr. Drifheld, Glkman, of Alder~ 
manbury 

On Monday lat, Mr. William Wethee 
raid, of Wapping. 

On the roth inft. at Ramfgate, Mrs. 
Thompfon, wife of Mr. Thompfon, Smith’s 
Buildings, Leadenhall-ftreet. 

On the 22d of June, at Jamaica, Lieut. 
J. Wheeler, of the Chatham divifion of 
Marines. 

Yefterday fe’nnight, at Lincoln, Mr. 
John Kent, wholefale linen-draper, and 
an Alderman o: that city. 

Yefterday, at Iflington, Mrs. Hippuff, 
wife of Mr. Hipputf, of Birchin-lane, 
broker. 

A few days fince. at his feat at Weftwood- 
hay, Berks, William Sloper, Efq. father 
of Licutenant-General Sir Robert Sloper, 
K. B. He reprefented the borough of 
Great Bedwin, Wilts, in feveral. Parliae 
ments, and was Paymatier to the forces at 
Gibraltar; g lucrative finecure. 

On Monday moining, the Rev. Jeha 
Malya, 
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Malyn, of Mendhoufe, Harlefton, in Nor- 
folk. He went to bed the preceding night 
in apparently good health. 

September 1. On Friday, Mr. Richard 
Beauchamp, many years ftorekeeper and 
elerk of the charities and diaries in the 
Salt Office. 

The fame day, Mr. Palethorp, china- 
dealer, 

Lately, at Plymouth, Captain Philip 
Walth, of the Royal Navy. 

Friday, in Lime-ftreet, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Andrews, aged 79, widow of the late Mr. 
Nath. Andrews, 

On Monday morning laft, in the 93d 
year of her age, Mrs. Welton, wife of 
Charles Wefton, Efq. Mayor of Norwich. 

Sunday, at Homerton, Mr. Thomas Pal- 
mer, late of London, tea-broker. 

The fame day, Mrs Sarah Stanfield, 
wife of Jofeph Stanfield, Efq. Upper- 
ftreet, Iflington. 

In October laft, Thomas Palmer, Efq. 
a Member of the Council at Fort Maribo- 
rough, Bencoolen. 

On Sunday, Hugh Johnfton, Efq. of 
Coleman-ftreet Buildings. 

Yefterday morning, in the 66th year of 
his age, Mr. Chapman, woollen-draper, 
oppolite the New Church, Strand. 

3- A few days ago, at Pen, in Bucks, 
Mrs. Balfour, relié of William Townley 
Balfour, Efq. of the kingdom of Ireland. 

Tuefday morning, at her houfe in Char- 
terhoufe-lane, near Charterhoufe-fquare, 
Weft Smithfield, Mrs. Sobiefky Killing- 
beck, aged 68. She died through want 
of the eceffaries of life, though there was 
a — of money found in a tea-pot, 
and duplicates of plate to the value of 71. 
Her houfe was furnithed elegantly with 
mahogany and other furniture. She was 
taken to St. Sepulchre’s workhoufe, and 
the churchwardens have humanely taken 
her only fon, who appears difordered in 
his mind. 

On Saturday, Mrs. Margaret Jones, re- 
i& of the Reverend Richard Jones, late of 
Hoddefdon, Herts. 

Sunday night, at his houfe in Highbury- 
place, Iflington, Adam Jellicoe, Efq. 
deputy-paymafter of feamen’s wages. 

§- Yelterday morning, at half paft one 
o’clock, at her feat, at Hanworth, the 
Duchefs of St. Alban’s, after a fevere and 
painful illnefs—a cancer in her breaft, 
which at Jength turned toa mortification. 

On the roth ult. at Romagna, in 
Italy, Mr. Samuel Pattifon, of King’s- 
Arms vard, Coleman-ilreet, in the 21f 
year of his age 

On Friday the 26th of June, at Savanna- 
Ja-Mar, Jamaica, Nicholas Allen Blake, 
Efq. Meffenger to the Honorable Houfe 
of Afflembiy, one of the Magiftrates and 
Coroner for the parifh of Weftmoreland, 
in that iffand. 
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On Wednefday the 17th of June, at his 
houfe in Spanifh Town, Jamaica, George 
Cuthbert, Efq. one of the Reprefentatives 
in Affembly for the parifh of Port Royal, 
and Provoft Marfhal General of that ifland. 

On Saturday, of the dropfy, Mr. John 
Burrows, malter of the Coach and Horfes, 
Newington-green. 

On Wednefday, in the 65th year of his 
age, Mr. John Brothers, of Wyken, near 
Coventry. 

8. Lately, at Dually, near Dunkeld, 
North-Britain, Mr. John Stewart, aged 
89. This gentleman was fo remarkable 
for agility and ftrength, that a bet a 
been laid, a few years ago, that he woul 
walk from Dunkeld to London (450 miles) 
in five days, he accomplifhed the journey 
in four days and fix hours. 

September 8. On Saturday evening, at 
her houfe on Ham Common, the Right 
Honorable the Countefs of Dyfart. 

On Saturday fe’nnight, at Writtle, in 
Effex, in the 85th year of her age, Mrs. 
Price, relict of Richard Price, Efq. 

Monday laft, Mr Jofeph Theobald, a re- 
fpeétable farmer, of Crofling, Effex, 

On Thurfday, Mrs. Hind, wife of the 
Reverend Thomas Hind, Reétor of Ardley, 
in Oxfordthire. 

10. On Tuefday, Alexander Scett, Efq. 
of Great James-ftreet, Bedford-row, one 
of the Vice-Prefidents of the Foundling 
Hofpital. 

A few days fince, in confequence of @ 
fall from his horfe, Samuel Ellis, Efq. an 
eminent ftock-broker. 

Thurfday laft, of a cancer in her breaft, 
Mifs Beckford, daughter of the late Al. 
derman Beckford, at her houfe in Mount- 
ftreet, Grofvenor-fquare. 

Laft week, at York, Mrs. Binner, late of 
the Star public-houfe, in Leeds. 

Lately, William Flower, Efg. of Lewif- 
ham, Kent, 

On Saturday, at Clapham, Mrs. Chivers, 
wife of Mr. Chivers, late an upholfterer, 
in Holborn. 

The fame day, at his father’s, at Mep- 
ham, near Gravefend, Mr. Fae Markett. 

On Tuefday, Mr. Dealy, fadler, of High 
Holborn. 

On Monday laft, in the gift year of his 
age, Mr. Robert Huntley, many years an 
eminent linen-draper, in Leadenhall- 
ftreet. 

On Saturday, at his houfe in Woodford, 
Effex, William Hudfon, Efq. late Lieute- 
nant-Colonel of his Majefty’s firft regiment 
of foot guards, and one of theGentlemen 
Ufhers of his Majefty’s Privy Chamber. 

Saturday night, Mrs. Smithergill, wife 
of Mr. William Smithergill, of Alderman- 
bury. 

The agth ult. at Eaft Retford, Notting- 
inghamfhire, Mr. Edward Brown, many 
years Alderman of that corporation, 8 
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On Tucfday, at Mr. Medd’s, George- 
ftreet, Portman-{quare, Alexander Fordyce, 
Efq. late banker, in London, and brother 
to Sir William Fordyce. 

Saturday, at his lodgings, in Bath, Ro- 
bert Davies, Efq. M, D. of the kingdom of 
Ireland, 

A few days fince, James Lynch, Efq. 
ene of the Paymafters of the Navy. 

Saturday, of the gout in his ftomach, at 
St. Margaret’s next Rochefter, Henry 
Hills, Gentleman, eideft furviving fon of 
the late William Hills, Efq. merchant, of 
this city. 

On Wednefday, at his houfe in Ifling- 
ton, Mr. Richard Thurfton, Solicitor, of 
Lincoln’s Inn. 

September 12. Lately, at his feat at Bar- 


‘mane, in the county of’Tipperary, in Ire- 


land, John Garden, Efq. many years a 
Captain in the Royal Englifh Artillery. 

A few days fince, at Deptford, John 
Puckey, Efq. Builder's Firft Affiftant at 
Chatham Yard. 

Wednefday, at Boveney, in Bucks, Mr. 
William Grover, in the 72d year of his 
age. 

— day, of a putrid fever, at Breamer 
Houfe, in Hamphhire, Edward Hulfe, Efq. 
of -Chriftchurch College, Oxford, and 
grand{fon of Sir Edward Hulfe, Baronet. 

Lately, at Carrickfergus, in Ireland, the 
Right Honorable Dominick Rice. 

Laft week, at Shobdon-court, Hereford- 
fhire, the Honorable Caroline Sackville, 
the amiable fifter of Lord Sackville. 

On Friday, at Atherftone-hall, War- 
wickfhire, Abraham Bracebridge, Efq. 
in the 72d year of his age. 

Saturday laft, fuddenly, while eating 
his dinner, at his feat near Buxton, H. 
C. Langford, Efq. He was in a few days 
to have been married. 

A few days fince, Mr. Mayhew, of Cha- 
pel-ftreet, Bedford-row. 

Sunday morning, at Knightly, Stafford- 
fhire, Mr. W, Blackmore, an eminent 
farmer of that place. 

»Tuefday fe’nnight, at Latrifie, in Bur- 
gundy, M. Sebaftian, a celebrated aftrono- 
mer. He was a lineal, but illegitimate, 
defcendant of Sebaftian King of Portugal, 
who was deieated and killed at the battle 

of Alcacon. 





Monthly Regifter: 239 


Alfo lately at Dijon, in the fame pro- 
vince, of a fright occafioned by the late 
riots, M. Villefranche, author of an inges 
nious treatife on marine clocks, 

Likewife, at his villa, on the banks of 
the Maine, M. Houffeau, a very refpe€table 
literary chara&ter, who a few years fince 
went to Vienna to infpeé& the Emperor’s 
library, 

Banxxrupts. Samuel Relph, of Kirk- 
by Lonidale, Weftmoreland, tanner. Phi- 
lip Harman, Chriftopher Williamfoa, and 
Richard Norcott, all of Liverpoo!, Lan- 
cafhire, coach and coach harnefs makers, 
and partners in trade: John Hicken- 
bottom, of Piccadilly, Middlefex, wine 
and brandy merchant. Edward Yates, of 
Abingdon, Berks, facking-maker, Wil- 
liam Maddock, of Berkley-{treet,St. John’s, 
Clerkenwell, Middlefex, carpenter. Tho- 
mas Singer, of Downhead, Somerfetfhire, 
vitualler. Wacey Haycock, late of Ux- 
bridge, Middlefex, apotliecary. Thomas 
Soradbury, late of Thomas-ftreet, Mile- 
end New Town, Middlefex, dealer in 
yeaft, ftale beer, and iron liquor. Robert 
Adams, of Tower-ftreet, London, boxe 
maker. William Pople, of Langport 
Eaftover, Somerfethhire, mercer and grocer. 
CharlesGlarke,of LitchSeld, hemp-dreller. 
Jofeph Hagger, late of Hemel-Hempftead, 
Hertfordfhire, miller. Robert Coombes, 
Jate of Twickenham, Middlefex, (but now 
a prifoner in the King’s Bench) maltfters 
William Darch, of St. Derumans, Somer- 
fetthire, mercer. Thomas Grundy, of 
Hinckley, Leicefterfhire, hofier. Jofeph 
Majon, of Deretend, in the paaifh of Af- 
ton, near Birmingham, Warwickthire, 
and James Glafscott, of Bordefley, in the 
parifh of Afton, brufh makers and parte 
ners, William Taylor, late of Martin’s- 
larie, in the city of London, and fome 
time of Warfaw, in the kingdom of Po. 
land, but nowa prifoner in the New Gaol, 
in the Borough of Southwark, Surry, mer- 
chant. Henry Paul, of Dorrington-ftreet, 
Cold-Bath Fields, Middlefex, viétualler. 
Thomas Wood and Thomas Mafon, late 
of Eton, Bucks, cotton manufa¢turers. 
William Porter, of St. Martin’s-le-Grand, 
man’s mercer. Edward Baylev, of St. 
Paul’s, Shadwell, fail-maker. Jeremiah 
Wright, of Birmingham, baker. 


ERRATA IN THE LAST NUMBER, 


In page 86, column 2, line 18, for Louis X, read Louis XV. In page 91, column 1, 
line 17 fromthe bottom, for Germanicus, read Britannicus. In page 136, column2, 
line 18, for two guineas, read three guineas. 


ERRATA IN THE PRESENT NUMBER. 


In page 180, column f, line 23, for fenate, read fynod. In page 182, column a, line 
or one at fifty ounces per cantaro, read eftimated at thirty pounds per cane 
tar@. ia 





page 185, column 2, line 5, for Magnus Ladulos read Magnus Ladidlas: 
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METEOROLOGICAL DIARY 





in Lonvon, for September 1789, 
By Mr. W. Jones, Optician, HOLBORN, 
Height of the Barometer and Thermo- 
meter with Fahrenheit’s Scale. 





Days. 


8 o’Clock 
Morning: 





3|29 7429 
24\2 
25}2 


Lhermome- 
ter. 
Fahrenhcit’s. 


Barometer. 
Inches, and 
100th Parts. 


Weather - 
in 
Sept. 
1789. 





'a4i o’Clock 
Night. 

8 o’Clock 

Morning. 
Night. 
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Mw 
and 


21 o’Clhock 





to 


68 


bow bv 
wow 


29 











————aee 


Cloudy 
Fair 
Ditto 
Rain 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Cloud 
Change. 
Rain 
Cloudy 
Showers 
Cloud 
Ditto ‘ 
Fair 
Cloudy 
Showers 
Fair 
Ditto 
Showers 
Cloudy 
Showers 
Cloudy 
Ditto 
Showers 
Rain 
Showers 





96 29 
97:29 97 
98 29 94 





Q7 


48 |65 
59 165 











54 


Cloudy 
Ditto 
Fair 
Ditto 
Cloudy 





Corn-Exchange, London, is 
RETURNS of CORN and GRAIN, 
From Sept. 14 to Sept. 19, 1789. 














Quar- p Avr. Pr, 

ters. Price. per. Qr. 

i. Se ad, ie Se d. 

Barley | 952] 1109 11 Sit 3 
Beans | 1894] 2188 © Icli 3 1 
Malt 1716) 2856 2 rol1 13° 3 
Oats [1502612902 14 IIo 17 2 
Peafe 435, 607 1 Sit 7 10 
Rye rz8| 164 10 tr ¢§ 8 
Wheat | 3488] 9351 11 gle 13 9 
Bigg j-——-|——  —— —|-—- + — 
Beer j——- je ee 
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